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HEARINGS REGARDING COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
MINORITY GROUPS 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 1949 

United,States House of Representatives, 

Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Washington^ Z>. C. 

Public Hearings 

MORNING SESSION 

The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:30 a. m. in room 1301, 
New House Office Building, Hon. John S. Wood (chairman) pre¬ 
siding. 

Committee members present: Representatives John S. Wood 
(chairman), Francis E. Walter, Burr P. Harrison, John McSweeney, 
Morgan M. Moulder, Francis Case, and Harold H. Velde [entered 
hearing room after proceedings had begun]. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavernier, Jr., counsel; Louis J. 
Russell, senior investigator; John W. Carrington, clerk; Benjamin 
Mandel, director of research; Alvin W. Stokes, investigator; and A. 
S. Poore, editor. 

Mr. Wood. The committee will be in order. 

Let the record show that the members present are Mr. Walter, Mr. 
Harrison, Mr. McSweeney, Mr. Moulder, Mr. Case, and Mr. Wood. 

The Chair makes the announcement that one of the witnesses sub- 
penaed to appear here today, Jackie Robinson, is unable to come. He 
called me this morning and said important matters interfered and 
asked to be excused from coming here until Monday of next week, at 
which time he will be glad to come and testify. 

I (}.e§ire to read into the record at this time a letter which I received 
yesterday from Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, as follows: 

July 12, 1949. 

Dear Congressman Wood: I have your letter of June 30 asking that I present 
to your committee my comments on the loyalty record established in the Euro¬ 
pean and African theater of operations during World War II by members of 
minority races. I am deeply grateful to you for allowing me to present these 
views by letter as an alternative to appearing before your committee because I 
am committed, in response to requests from the Secretary of Defense, to join a 
conference at White Sulphur Springs on July 13 and 14. 

In the past I have testified, again and again, to the high qualities of loyalty, 
devotion to duty, and endurance that American soldiers displayed in World War 
II on some of the most bitterly contested battlefields of history. In that testi¬ 
mony I h'^ve nevor made any exception based upon racial derivation or connec¬ 
tion—I have not done so because no such exception was applicable or justified. 

1 understand your committee is particularly interested in the record of Amer¬ 
ican Negro soldiers. Throughout the almost 4 years that I was cq^quanding in 
Europe and in Africa, I daily encountered soldiers of the Negro race. It no more 
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occurred to me to question their mass patriotism and loyalty than it would have 
occurred to me to entertain such doubts about the entire force. While I do not 
have the statistics with me, it is my recollection that more than 400,000 soldiers 
of the Negro race served under my command in Europe alone. Many more thou¬ 
sands were in the North African area. Had there been any general unrest, dis¬ 
loyalty, or unwillingness to serve, the grave results could not have escaped spec¬ 
tacular notice and sensational reporting by the press. I think, therefore, in 
addition to the testimony of individuals like myself. General Spaatz, General 
Bradley, as well as many others who were called upon to carry heavy command 
responsibilities, you have an historical record which provides irrefutable proof 
of the loyalty of our Negro troops. 

Moreover, I should like gratuitously to add to this testimony that I have seen 
or experienced nothing since the close of hostilities that leads me to believe that 
our Negro population is not fully as worthy of its American citizenship as it 
proved itself to be on the battlefields of Europe and Africa. 

Sincerely, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

Mr. Wood. I submit that letter for the record. 

Mr. Case. Mr. Chairman, in your conversation with Mr. Robinson 
did he indicate he would come at a later date? 

Mr. Wood. Yes; next Monday. He expressed regret that he was 
unable to come at this time, and said he would be glad to come down 
Monday of next week. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Alvin W. Stokes. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Stokes, will you hold up your right hand? You 
solemnly swear the evidence you will give the committee will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Stokes. I do. 


SWORN TESTIMONY OP ALVIN W. STOKES 

Mr. Tavenner. YouareMr. Alvin W. Stokes? 

Mr. Stokes. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you bom? 

Mr. Stokes. New York City, December 4,1904. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Stokes, I would like to ask you to make a 
report to the committee regarding certain investigations which you 
have made. 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I have 
been employed as an investigator by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities for several years. 

Mr. Wood. Would you mind speaking just a little bit louder. We 
can’t hear you up here. 

Mr. Stokes. Yes, sir. 

During that time I have given some special attention to Communist 
attempts to infiltrate, control, and dominate Negro organizations and 
to recruit, capture, and control outstanding Negroes and others for 
service in the Communist movement. 

In the course of my investigations, I have interviewed hundreds of 
Negro leaders in every walk of life. On the basis of these interviews 
and committee recoras, I can report that hardly more than 1,400 
Negroes, or one-tenth of 1 percent of the entire Negro population of 
the United States, are members of the Communist Party. This in 
spite of the fact that they have been and are the target of constant 
and relentless Communist propaganda. 

For instance, in the District of Columbia there are less than 100 
Negro members of the Communist Party out of a Negro population 
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of approximately 200,000. Even so, I would question the true intent 
of even these 1,400, many of whom I am sure would be found loyal 
to the United States in a real moment of crisis. 

Mr. Chairman, if you will permit, I would like to interpolate here 
for a moment. I think it is something that should go on record. 1 
think this is a proper point to state that were it not for the NAACP, 
which has fought and is still fighting to legally correct injustices, the 
Urban League, to which much credit must be given for the continuing 
accelerated integration of Negroes in the industrial and business life 
of the Nation, and the many city commissions on human relations 
and unity, together with hundreds of Protestants, Catholics, and Jew¬ 
ish ministerial and interracial councils, what success communism may 
have obtained among Negroes must be left to speculation. 

Here, too, I think it should be reported, to the honor and the glory 
of the Negro woman, that her rejection of communism is a strong and 
formidable factor in limiting Communist political and civic influence 
among Negro men specifically, and the Negro population generally. 

During my investigations I have been made acutely aware of the 
fact that the Communist Party of the United States has seized every 
opportunity to exaggerate the inadequacies and inequalities in our 
democracy, not for the purpose of resolving issues but for the purpose 
of aggravating the proolems and creating disunity among the people 
of the United States by setting race against race, religion against 
religion, and class against class. 

From recent observation, it appears that the Communist Party has 
for the time being camouflaged its program for the setting up of an 
independent Negro Soviet Kepublic in the so-called Black Belt of the 
South. This proposal was and is cunningly calculated to promote 
civil war in which the Negro people would be sacrificed to the machi¬ 
nations of Moscow. This proposal, as camouflaged as it may be, re¬ 
mains inherent in current Communist propaganda. 

To cite a case in point, I attended a welcome home rally for Paul 
Robeson held on June 19,1949, at Eockland Palace, One Hundred and 
Fifty-fifth Street and Eighth Avenue, New York City. The speakera 
at this meeting, by inference, deplored the lack of rebellious spirit 
on the part of the Negro people. It is my opinion that, while no indi¬ 
vidual speech at the meeting could be construed as a direct incitation 
against the Government of the United States, the sum total of the 
inferences, implications, and analogies, together with the temper of 
the speakers as the statements were made, could leave little doubt 
in the minds of the audience regarding the intent of the speakers. 

At this meeting Mr. Kobeson repeated in substance the allegation 
made by him at the Communist-inspired World Peace Conference in 
Paris, France, on April 20,1949, that: 

It is unthinkable that American Negroes or Negroes anywhere would go to war 
on behalf of those who have oppressed us for generations, against a country 
which in one generation has raised our people to the full dignity of mankind. 

I can state, however, that only 25 percent of Mr. Robeson’s audience 
was made up of Negroes. The rest were the usual ragtag and bobtail of 
the Communist Party. 

The fact of the matter is that the Negroes of this country appreciate 
the blessings of America. They sacrificed their lives to defend it in 
the last war. They will do the same whenever the United States is in 
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danger because they realize that, despite certain inequalities and con¬ 
ditions which exist, the American way of life provides ample oppor¬ 
tunity to correct these conditions through democratic processes. The 
American Negro, down to the poorest sharecropper, is better off than 
the vast majority of Stalin’s subjects. 

To be sure, rebellion against constituted governments in the event 
of war with a Communist nation was the theme song of the Paris 
conference, and Mr. Robeson effectively soloed that song when the 
Kremlin gave the signal. It was perhaps the most nefarious song 
Mr. Robeson has ever offered. It was designed to deceive Communists, 
deceive non-Communists, deceive pro-Communists, deceive anti-Com- 
munists, in America and abroad, and was planned to activate old prej¬ 
udices, stir up new hates, and create greater disunity in this country. 

(Representative Velde enters.) 

Mr. Stokes (continuing) .• It perhaps would be charitable and com¬ 
forting to state that Mr. Robeson spoke for himself at the Paris Peace 
Conference, but that is not true. Mr. Robeson’s voice was the voice 
of the Kremlin. With that voice he managed successfully to identify 
Negroes with communism in many politically illiterate minds and 
fastened the relationship in the thoughts of other persons who have 
every reason to know better but think as they do, I suspect, because 
of a guilt complex. 

To some extent Robeson’s statement achieved its objective. A 
report of a survey of the reaction of white persons to Robeson’s state¬ 
ment made by competent white reporters revealed that more than 
50 percent of nearly 1,000 persons questioned in the seven cities believed 
that: 

1. The Negro population of the United States is communistically 
inclined. 

2. That Negroes would be disloyal to the United States in the event 
of war, providing they had the opportunity to commit disloyal acts. 

3. That Negroes and Jews contributed little to victory in the last 
war. 

While most Americans know and concede that the Negro population 
is perhaps one of the most loyal and most exploited segments of the 
population of the United States in spite of the fact that it is the victim 
of disparaging reflections and certain inequalities, the statement made 
by Mr. Robeson was the first to smear the historical loyalty of the 
Negro people since Chrispus Attucks shed his blood on the Commons 
of Boston in the Revolutionary War. 

I should like to have your permission, Mr. Chairman, to interpolate 
here again with reference to a survey in seven cities of the country 
concerning reactions of white persons to Robeson’s statement. I 
should like to say at this moment that reports from surveys made in 
the South sustained a very strong belief in the loyalty of the Negro 
people. 

This hearing, however, is only concerned in part with Mr. Robeson’s 
statement and it is only concerned at all because it represents a new 
high in low Communist propaganda attempts to exploit the Negro 
population. 

This hearing, which is one of a series of hearings now in preparation, 
is being held at this time in response to numerous requests by promi¬ 
nent Negroes and white persons to expose Communist propaganda 
directed tg minority groups. 
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It is hoped that these hearings will show that the Communist Party, 
in order to gain recruits from the minority groups to its insidious 
purposes, uses three principal methods: 

1. The Communists exploit the grievances of the minority groups. 

2. The Communists through this exploitation begin to create a dis¬ 
affection for the United States. 

3. The C(»»munists endeavor to develop an affection for the Com¬ 
munist system of government through propaganda directed to the 
minority groups. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of your investigation, did you 
receive any information which would indicate that the Communists 
were responsible for the Detroit race riot ? 

Mr. Stokes. I received no information that would directly link the 
Communist Party with the Detroit race riot. However, I did receive 
information that the Communist Party created an atmosphere con¬ 
ducive to racial disorder. 

Mr. Tavenner. After the race riot was in progress, were the Com¬ 
munists active according to information received by you ? 

Mr. Stokes. According to information received by me, the Com¬ 
munists at that time regretted that the riot had taken place. This is 
understandable when it is realized that Russia had been attacked and 
the Communist line had changed as of that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Waltfji. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Harrison. 

Mr. Harrison. I believe you said there were 1,400 Negro Com¬ 
munists in the country ? 

Mr. Stokes. That is right. 

Mr. Harrison. Do you have a break-down of that by States? 

Mr. Stokes. I do not have a break-down at the moment by States. 

Mr. Harrison^ Of those 1,400, aren’t they localized a great deal, 
most of them being in certain areas such as New York, Michigan, and 
Illinois ? 

Mr. Stokes. I would say yes. 

Mr. Harrison. Isn’t it a fact that communism among Negroes in 
the South, take Virginia for example, is very small in comparison with 
Ne^ York, Michigan, and Illinois? 

Mr. Stokes. I would say yes. 

Mr. Harrison. That is all. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. McSweeney. 

Mr. McSweeney. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Moulder. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Case. 

Mr. Case. Mr. Stokes, how long have you been an investigator for 
the Committee on Un-American Activities? 

Mr. Stokes. Since April 21, 1947. 

Mr. Case. 1947? 

Mr. Stokes. That is right. 

Mr. Case. How did you obtain your reports on the Robeson home¬ 
coming meeting? 

Mr. Stokes. I was there. 

9^18—49—Pi. 1-2 
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Mr. Case. Did you hear the speakers make the speeches deploring 
the lack of a rebellious spirit among the Negroes of the United States! 

Mr. Stokes. I did. 

Mr. Case. Who were the speakers? 

Mr. Stokes. The speakers were Louis Burnham, Charles Howard, 
and Mr. Robeson. 

Mr. Case. And it was your estimate that only 25 percent of the peo¬ 
ple present were Negroes ? 

Mr. Stokes. That is correct. 

Mr. Case. How many people were present, would you say ? 

Mr. Stokes. Approximately 6,000. 

Mr. Case. Have you investigated personally the extent of active 
Communist membership among members of the Negro race? 

Mr. Stokes. Will you repeat the question, please? 

Mr. Case. Have you personally mvestigated the extent of active 
Communist membership among members of the Negro race? 

Mr. Stokes. I have. 

Mr. Case. And these figures that you have cited are based upon your 
own personal investigation? 

Mr. Stokes. And committee records. 

Mr. Case. Committee records? 

Mr. Stokes. Yes. 

Mr. Case. Records of this committee? 

Mr. Stokes. Committee on Un-American Activities, that is correct. 

Mr. Case. Do you know whether or not Mr. Robeson is a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Stokes. I do not. I do know of his open loyalty to the Com¬ 
munist movement and, if the chairman pleases, I will introduce the 
record. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, this is a record of the Un-American 
Activities Committee relating to Paul Robeson, showing his various 
associations with Communist-front organizations and certain activities 
of his. I desire to offer it in evidence and mark it ‘‘Exhibit Stokes 1.” * 

Mr. Wood. Without objection it will be received. 

Mr. Velde. 

Mr. Velde. Isn’t it true, Mr. Stokes, that Paul Robeson has written 
many newspaper and magazine articles in which he admits he is a 
Communist? 

Mr. Stokes. I have not read any article which stated directly that 
Paul Robeson is a Communist. 

Mr. Velde. He wrote an article about 4 years ago, in the Saturday 
Evening Post, I believe, or some other magazine, in which, as I re¬ 
call, the first line was the statement: “I am a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party.” 

Mr. Case. I would like to ask Mr. Stokes with respect to these other 
speakers at this rally which you attended. The Mr. Howard whom 
you mentioned, is he a Negrb? 

Mr. Stokes. Yes, he is. 

Mr. Case. The other speaker, was that Mr. Burnham? 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. Burnham, yes. 

Mr. Case. Is he also a Negro? 

Mr. Stokes. That is right. 


* See appendix, p. 485, Stokes Exhibit No. 1. 
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Mr. Case. Do you know whether or not either of these is a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Stokes. I do not. 

Mr. Case. Do you know how the attendance was arranged for the 
meeting at this homecoming? Were tickets required? 

Mr. Stokes. Yes; and tickets were sold. 

Mr. Case. Tickets were sold? 

Mr. Stokes. That is right. 

Mr. Case. What was the admission fee? 

Mr. Stokes. The admission fees were 80 cents, $1.20, and $2.20,1 
believe, somewhere in that general scale. 

Mr. Case. Do you know who received the proceeds from those 
tickets? 

Mr. Stokes. The meeting was under the sponsorship, as I recall, 
of the Council on African Affairs. 

Mr. Case. Council on African Affairs? 

Mr, Stokes. Yes. 

Mr. Case. Do you know anything about the organization of this 
council ? 

Mr. Stokes. The council is one among several other organizations 
which has been cited by the Attorney General of the United States as 
a subversive organization. It has also been cited by the Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Case. And you estimated that there were 6,000 people present 
who paid admission fees from 80 cents to $2.20 ? 

Mr. Stokes. That is right. 

Mr. Case. Thank you. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Velde. 

Mr. Velde. No further questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. There are in the hands of the committee various 
statements reported by numerous newspapers in the United States re¬ 
garding statements made by Paul Robeson, one of which I will read, 
quoting from the Los Angeles Examiner oi October 8,1946: 

‘T*m not a member of the Communist Party,” Robeson said, “but if I was 
going to join any party—^Democratic, RepubUcan, or Communist—I’d choose the 
Communist.” 

I desire, through you, to offer in evidence and have made a part of 
the record this list of statements allegedly made by Paul Robeson, and 
mark it “Exhibit Stokes 2.” 

Mr. Wood. Without objection it will be received.* 

Mr. Walter. Mr. Chairman, it certainly seems to me, in view of the 
fact Mr. Robeson has made statements that reflect seriously on the 
loyalty of a large group of our population, that he should be sub- 
penaed to appear before this committee and give us the basis for the 
statements he made at this meeting. I would like to suggest at this 
time that the speech he made at New York be incorporated in the 
record. 

Mr. Case. Mr. Chairman, if we put in his speech, it seems to me we 
should also put in the other speeches made at that meeting. 

Mr. Wood. Are there available copies of the speeches made at that 
meeting ^ 

* See appendix, p. 486, Stokes Exhibit No. 2. 
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Mr. Stokes. I have no knowledge that copies of the speeches made 
at the meeting are available to the committee at the moment. 

Mr. Wood. Did you make some extracts from them yourself? 

Mr. Stokes. I did, and I might say again that nothing in any in¬ 
dividual speech could be construed as an incitation against the Gov¬ 
ernment ox the United States, but the sum total of the speeches made 
and the temper of delivery of those speeches left no doubt in the minds 
of the audience as to the clear intent of the speakers. 

Mr. Walter. As I understand, Robeson did state flatly that the 
American Negroes would not fight against Russia in the event of war 
between this country and Russia ? 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. Robeson stated, as I recall—and this is not an 
exact quote—in substance this is what he said: 

It is unthinkable that American Negroes or Negroes anywhere would go to war 
on behalf of those who have oppressed us for generations, against a country 
which in one generation has raised our people to the full dignity of mankind. 

Mr. Case. On what do you base that as the substance of his re¬ 
marks ? Did you make notes of what he said ? 

Mr. Stokes. I made notes of what he said. 

Mr. Case. And this is your summary of what he said ? 

Mr. Stokes. That is right. 

Mr. Case. Do you know whether any representatives of Negro or¬ 
ganizations who are respected by the majority of the Negro race have 
made any statements disavowing this as a fair statement of the atti¬ 
tude of members of that race ? 

Mr. Stokes. There have been statements by prominent Negroes 
denying the accuracy of Mr. Robeson’s allegation. 

Mr. Case. Do you have any of those statements with you today ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I have various statements of that 
character here, which I would like to present to the witness and have 
him read them into the record, 

Mr. Stokes. I read now an excerpt from the New Jei-sey Record of 
July 2. 

Mr. Case. What is the New J^sey Record ? 

Mr. Stokes. It is a newspaper, I assume. [Reading:] 

New Jersey Record of July 2, one of the leading Negro newspapers in the 
country, reflects the views of the great majority of colored citizens. 

“Robeson lived well here in the United States. He has seen doors opened to 
him that were closed to the masses of Negroes. He has been placed in a position 
from which he can trumpet his magnificent voice to the world. Talent alone 
put him where he is today; a talent so great, that it pushed down innumerable 
barriers. 

“Now that he is in a position to reach down and help others of his race, to be 
a liaison agent between the races here, he has made himself an object of disgust. 
On every side we are asked, ‘Why doesn’t Robeson go on back to Russia and 
stay there?’ 

“We ask the same question.” 

(Source: Congressional Record, July 8, 1949, p. A4571.) 

Mr. Case. Is the New Jersey Record itself a Negro publication, or 
is it quoting Negro publications or referring to their comments? 

Mr. Stokes. I might say I am not familiar with the New Jersey 
Record. 

Here is an excerpt from a letter which was inserted in the Con¬ 
gressional Record Appendix, May 16, 1949, page A3090, which is as 
follows: 
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Mr. Case. Who is it by ? 

Mr. Stokes. It is a letter received from one of the reputable Negro 
leaders of Independence Mo., Mr. J. E. Henderson. 

Mr. Case. Does your memorandum indicate who placed the inser¬ 
tion in the Record. 

Mr. Stokes. It does not at this point. 

Mr. Case. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask permission that the 
insertion in the Congressional Record be identified in the record of 
this hearing following the hearing. It seems to me that in order to 
be of value in these hearings, it ought to be identified so that it refers 
to some reputable person. It should carry the name of the person 
who placed it in the Record, which would give it some standing. 

Mr. Wood. Let the record show the proper identification.® 

Mr. Case. What did Mr. Henderson say ? 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. Henderson said—and this is an excerpt: 

The flag of Old Glory will never drag the dirt as long as the Negro of America 
lives. 

Mr. Tavenner. In order to facilitate the hearing I may state to the 
committee that we have letters received by the committee which can 
be incorporated into the record, but which are not available at this 
moment. 

Mr. Wood. Let them be presented and made a part of the record in 
connection with this hearing.^ 

Mr. McSweeney. Were there any solicitations for membership in 
the Communist Party made at this meeting for the return of Paul 
Robeson? I don’t mean openly, but were any persons in the group 
making solicitations ? 

Mr. Stokes. I saw no person in the group seeking to obtain recruits 
for the Communist Party. ^ 

Mr. McSweeney. You saw no one approached? 

Mr. Stokes. I did not. 

Mr. McSweeney. Thank you. 

Mr. Wood. Any further questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is all. 

Mr. Wood. Thank you very much. 

(Witness excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call Rabbi Benjamin Schultz. 

Mr. Wood. Hold up your right hand, please. You solemnly swear 
the evidence you will give this committee will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Rabbi Schultz. I do. 

SWORN TESTIMONY OF RABBI BENJAMIN SCHULTZ 

Mr. Tavenner. WiW you state your full name ? 

Rabbi Schultz. My name is Benjamin Schultz. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present address? 

Rabbi Schultz. home address is 65 Elliot Avenue, Yonkers, 
N. Y., and my professional address is 220 West Forty-second Street, 
New York City. 


* Extension of Remarks, Hon. Hugh J. Addonizio, Congressional Record, July 8, 1949, 
p. A4ti71. 

* See appendix, p. 486, Stokes Exhibit No. 3. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of any Jewish organizations 
engaged in the fight against communism? 

Kaobi Schultz. Well, I am a member and I am also the national 
executive director of the American Jewish League Against Com¬ 
munism, and, to a further extent, all the Jewish organizations to which 
I belong are fighting communism. There are a great many of them. 
But this organization of which I am national executive director is 
taking that nght as its one and only specialty. 

Mr. Tavenner. What opportunity have you had to personally ob¬ 
serve Communist propaganda attempts to deceive, corrupt, disunite, 
and exploit minority races in the United States? 

Rabbi Schultz. Sir, may I suggest that it will satisfy you if I give 
my prepared statement in connection with your question, a documented 
statement with twenty-odd exhibits. Some of the exhibits will be read 
by me, but others will just be given to you. Will it be all right if I 
give my prepared statement ? 

Mr. Tavenner. That will be satisfactory. 

Rabbi Schultz. Paul Robeson’s attempted provocation of American 
Negroes against their country, and in favor of Russia, is only one in¬ 
stance of a deliberate Communist conspiracy to inflame racial and 
religious minorities here against the United States. 

In reality there are two facets to this policy: 

First, in the inciting of Jews, Negroes, and other groups against 
America. 

Second, is the setting of racial groups against one another by ex¬ 
aggeration and creation of differences, through insidious propaganda. 
The ultimate aim is to throw this land into confusion, paving the way 
for Stalinist revolution and conquest. 

The majority if Negroes, Jews, Catholics, and foreign-born, in 
common with their fellow-Americans, detest communism. The Jackie 
Robinsons are typical of the Americans of Negro extraction, and the 
Paul Robesons are not typical. We persons of Jewish blood—^note 
I say Jewish blood; no person of Jewish faith has any sympathy with 
communism—we persons of Jewish blood have our Paul Robesons also, 
but with us, too, the Jackie Robinsons are in the majority, and we have 
the same proportion of good Americans as are found in the general 
population. 

Our Negroes have suffered much, but they know that step by step 
conditions in their country are improving. This is because we live 
under a system where open discussion and airing of grievances are 
possible, and we have faith in the ultimate victory of our democratic 
system. In a slave state like Russia, this open discussion and constant 
improvement would not be possible. Nevertheless, the Communist 
fifth column in America attempts to use the Negroes, and they also try 
to use other minority groups, such as the Jews. Constant vigilance is 
necessary. 

The Jew is a lover of liberty. The American Jewish League Against 
Communism represents the majority viewpoint of American Jews on 
this subject of communism. On our board of directors are such rep¬ 
resentative men as Brig. Gen. Julius Klein, a past national com¬ 
mander of the Jewish War Veterans; your own colleague, the Hon. 
Abraham J. Multer; Isaac Don Levine; Eugene Lyons: Alired Kohl- 
berg; Morrie Ryskind, of Hollywood; Rabbi David S. Savitz; and 
Rabbi Ascher M. Yager, leading orthodox rabbis of New York. 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF MINORITY GROUPS 435 

My humble self, I am an ordained rabbi since 1931, previously hav- 
ing^graduated from the University of Rochester. I was assistant rabbi 
in Brooklyn from 1931 to 1935 and was rabbi at Temple Emanuel in 
Yonkers from 1935 to 1947,12 years. In 19471 resigned from Temple 
Emanuel in Yonkers because this evil of communism was so great and 
international in its scope that I desired to wage the fight against it in 
a larger field. 

We Jews are proud of Bernard M. Baruch, elder statesman and 
leading fighter against communism; such writers as David Lawrence, 
who opposes the Red totalitarianism which is nothing but Red fas¬ 
cism ; and that great leader of labor, David Dubinsky, mortal foe of 
ever 3 i:hing communistic in the great labor movement. The vice presi¬ 
dent of his International Ladies Garment Workers’ Union, Charles 
Kreindler, is on the board of directors of our league. 

As a rabbi, a believer in God, a servant of mankind, I cry out against 
this black force of communism which is ushering a new dark age into 
much of our world, and which seems to be expanding. It brings noth¬ 
ing but chains and stultification of the soil to the individual. The in¬ 
dividual is sacred. He is not a clod. He is formed in the image of 
God. Communism would make him a clod. Moses commanded: ‘‘Pro¬ 
claim liberty throughout the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof.” 
This is found on the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia. The real Jew can¬ 
not help being a good American. 

As a Jew, I consider communism equivalent to fascism and nazism 
as a great historic evil. 

This country is in greater danger—^because of the very subtlety of 
that danger—^than it ever has been in all its history. And persons of 
Jewish faith have found more peace and prosperity in America than 
they ever have in any corner of earth. Not only as Americans, but 
also as Jews, they must act against the enemy of America. 

But the Communists, unfortunately, will not desist from their efforts 
to cy>ture us until either all the minorities are separately won over, or 
the Communist movement is destroyed. 

We have mentioned the first facet of the conspiracy—^the inciting 
of Negroes, Jews, and others against the United States. 

In exhibit 1, Daily Worker, August 3,1948, we see a typical instance 
of something out of the whole cloth, “Cops disrupt Mt. Vernon Wallace 
rally,” in which it is stated a letter was sent to the mayor of Mt. Ver¬ 
non, N. Y., by a pro-Communist club protesting the police department’s 
attitude and practices toward Negroes.® I nave not heard of any 
reputable club in Mt. Vernon protesting police action. 

In exhibit 2, Daily Worker, August 2,1948, a big headline screamed, 
“Drunken cop shoots 2 Negro war vets.” This was in Brooklyn. And 
here is a significant sentence in this item from the Daily Worker: 
“Don Lester, organizer of the Crown Heights Communist Party, vis¬ 
ited the family as soon as the tragedy became known.” ® 

Well, it must be remembered that the whole problem of minorities, 
so-called, is greatly interwoven, so we go from one race to the other. 

It must be remembered that the United States Communist Party 
is the only party in America with a permanent Jewish section. The 
“spiritual” leader of that section is Alexander B^ttelman, who is listed 

* See appendix, .0. 485, Schultz Exhibit No. 1. 

* See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibit No. 2. 
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for deportation as an alien Communist. He has written a text for 
Communists called To Secure Jewish Rights—the Communist Posi¬ 
tion, a 40-page pamphlet, exhibit 3.^ I quote from page 37: 

The influence of Communist policies in the American Jewish national group 
is undoubtedly increasing. 

He is an optimist. (Continuing reading:) 

Communists in trade unions, fraternal organizations, cultural movements, chil¬ 
dren’s education, women’s organizations, * * * are helping to shape and 

influence the struggle for Jewish rights. 

He speaks of Communist activity in the American Jewish Congress, a 
large national organization, and I wish to say that recently the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Congress expelled two Communist organizations, the Jew¬ 
ish People’s Fraternal Order and the American Jewish Labor Coun¬ 
cil, much to the disappointment of Mr. Bittelman. The large Jewish 
organizations like the American Jewish Committee, Jewish Labor 
Committee, and Jewish War Veterans, are anti-Communist. But con¬ 
stant vigilance is necessary, gentlemen, in all American organizations, 
Jewish and Christian. 

To summarize Bittelman’s pamphlet briefly, and to paraphrase it, 
we can put it into four categories: 

1. Preach anti-Americanism. 

2. Increase hysteria and insecurity among the Jewish people, to 
make them think that they are lost in America but safe in Soviet 
Russia. 

3. Further the Wallace movement among Jews. This admonition 
is found on page 17. This, by the way, is an official document of the 
Communist Party. I quote from page 17: 

It is necessary to rally the Jewish masses to flght for a third party and for a 
Wallace Presidential ticket. 

4. Organize all kinds of meetings and print pamphlets on various 
Jewish grievances. 

We must remember that Stalinist propaganda seeps down into con¬ 
fused liberal circles, and that is where it does the most harm. My 
exhibits 4 to 10 illustrate the danger, for instance, of the anti-American 
pr^aganda. 

Exhibit 4 is a big headline in the New York Morning Freiheit, 
Yiddish-language Communist organ, of July 3, 1948, which reads, 
“Nuremberg in Washington.” This thing is very long and I am not 
going to translate the whole thing. This article mixes every Jewish 
local and foreign just grievance into a porridge, to make the reader 
believe that the rulers of America are about to exterminate him.* 

Exhibit 5 is an editorial from the New York Morning Freiheit of 
June rr, 1948, headed “American Airplanes Against Jewish Immi¬ 
grants.” During the Palestine truce some American airplanes were 
sent as part of the truce patrol, and the Freiheit editorial just cited 
would have these American airplanes threatening the Jews.® 

Exhibit 6 is not on a serious topic at all. It is a column in the Morn • 
ing Freiheit of June 10,1948. The title is “America, America, Ha Ha”^ 
in a mocking tone, and it says: 

’ See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibit No. 3. 

* See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibit No. 4. 

® See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibit No. 5.’ 
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America! What kind of country do we have here? It is a crazy country, 
because here a woman offered to marry herself to the highest bidder. 

The same column mocks: 

America! What kind of persons do you have for Senators and Congressmen? 

It doesn’t like the type of legislators we have.^° 

Exhibit 7 is a typical news item from the Morning Freiheit of 
December 16, 1948, and it is significant. A powerful gentile is spear¬ 
heading part of the conspiracy. It reports that Bruce Bliven, execu¬ 
tive editor of the New E^ublic, who, I will add, is not a Communist, 
is to speak before a pro-Communist group on the topic, “The Growth 
of Anti-Semitism in America.” He is heralded as believing that anti- 
Semitism in America is now so great that it is as bad as it was in 
Germany when Hitler came into power.^^ 

Exhibit 8 is a big headline in the Freiheit of June 22, 1949, “They 
are looking for the attackers of Walter Eeuther, but they arrest only 
Negroes and Jews.”^^ 

There are further exhibits here along the same lines which I will be 
glad to explain to anyone. 

Exhibit 9 is an editorial from the Yiddish-language New York Day 
of July 1,1948.^® 

I come now to exhibit 10. I wish to show this to you. Last August, 
when the Washington espionage ring was exposed by this committee, 
the Daily Worker called it “Another Spy Frame-Up” and ran with 
its editorial a picture of Alfred Drefus, the persecuted Jew, and said: 
“He was framed, too.” The implication, to me, is very obvious.^^ 

So much for Mr. Bittelman’s first implied category, anti-American¬ 
ism. Now let us get on to the fostering of hysteria, or insecurity. I 
will give you a couple of exhibits (exhibits 11, 12, and 13) which are 
almost along the same lines I have shown to you. I want to get on to 
exhibit 14. 

Incidentally, about Jewish insecurity, I want to speak as a Jew. 
We have some little reason for feeling insecure in the world. Six 
million of my brethren were slaughtered in Europe in the past few 
years. This has unbalanced a few persons into thinking that they are 
about to be murdered. And the Communists are taking full advan¬ 
tage of it. I feel that the less real discrimination there is, and the 
less real grievances there are, the easier will the cure be. 

Besides anti-Americansim and hysteria, there was the Bittelman 
advice to work for Wallace and to hold meetings for various classes 
of the population. Here the Communist effort to snare the Jews 
merges with the Wallace effort. The two are almost indistinguishable. 

Exhibit 14 describes the Manhattan County Convention of the Com¬ 
munists in July 1948, which determined the work “among the national 
groups like Italians, Jews, Irish, Puerto Ricans, and others.”^® 

Exhibit 15, from the Daily Worker of June 8, 1948, is a beautiful 
ad with pictures. It advertises Senator Glen Taylor in Brooklyn. 
He is to speak in Brooklyn. He is not from Brooklyn, as you know. 
The heading is: “Defend the State of Israel.” In this ad people with 
banners are shown. One banner says they are opposed to conscrip¬ 
tion, and right next to it is a banner “Defense of Israel.” In other 


10-16 See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibits 6-14. 
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words, opposition to Conscription and American armament is linked 
with defense of Israel—dangerous association which I consider es¬ 
sentially anti-Semitic in its effect. Other speakers advertised with 
Senator Glen Taylor are Communist Lee Pressman and Communist 
William S. Gailmor.^® 

Here is exhibit 16, a beautiful folder on Henry Wallace’s Greater 
New York Conference on Jewish Affairs to take up all the grievances 
of Jews on behalf of the Progressive Party. I may be ignorant, but I 
haven’t heard of any political party having a conference on Jewish 
affairs except this one.^^ 

After this conference was held, a publication appeared, sponsored 
by Wallace, called The Jewish Citizen, issued by the Jewish affairs 
advisory committee of the Progressive Party. What do you know 
about that? “The Jewish Citizen”; a special kind of citizen. Here 
every bit of insecurity that people of the Jewish faith may have is 
exploited to the hilt. This paper links up the defense of the Com¬ 
munists and the appeasement of Russia with the welfare of the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish people. In this issue of October 1948 (exhibit 17) there 
is an article on the back in the Yiddish language, by Philip Novick, 
editor of the Communist organ Freiheit, on Use Koch and her rela¬ 
tionship to our elections. You know Use Koch, the Beast of Buchen- 
wald, who gained fame for making lamp shades out of human skin. 
The upshot of the article is that if you are not voting for Hen^ Wal¬ 
lace, you are voting for Use Koch. You can have The Jewish Citizen.^® 

This story has a happy ending. These people were terribly dis¬ 
appointed—^these Wallace-backing, hysteria-mongering, anti-Ameri¬ 
can, pro-Communist forces trying to confuse the Jew. The New York 
elections were not to the liking oi the Daily Worker. There were mil¬ 
lions of Jewish voters in New York and the Wallace vote amounted to 
only a few hundred thousands. The Daily Worker of November 10, 
1948 (exhibit 18) e^piressed its disappointment and said that in the 
“most progressive Jewish working-class districts” the voters were 
expected to be for Wallace but had turned out to be for Truman. 
There was much pondering about the meaning of all this, and shaking 
of heads among the fifth column, but the answer is simple: Americans 
of Jewish faith are Americans. And I may add for the record that 
quite a few voted for Dewey^ too.^® 

We skip now to the Pacific coast. 

Los Angeles is a thorny problem. It is a peculiar town in some re¬ 
spects. I was there and I know that the climate is wonderful and most 
of its people are wonderful. Hundreds of thousands of Jews live there, 
many of whom are transient and too many of whom are not interested 
in their Jewish community council. Therefore, we have the well- 
meaning Jewish leaders terrorized by Communist elements, who are 
always alert. 

The Los Angeles Jewish Community Council is one of the few such 
councils in the country where the Communist organization. Interna¬ 
tional Workers Order, has been a part of the council and they have 
not been able to dislodge it over a period of years. Even the atheist 
schools of the order are part of the Jewish school system. I am doing 
this to awaken the Jews in Los Angeles, who, I am sure, do not want 
this to go on. 


See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Bxhibits 15-18. 
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Here is a photostat put out by the Los Angeles Jewish Voice, Sep¬ 
tember 10, 1948 (exhibit 22), urging all Jews to send their children 
to a Jewish school, and amo^ the schools listed is the Communist 
school of the Jewish People’s Fraternal Order.^ 

A pro-Communist reign of terror exists. But what can we expect 
under the circumstances? Mrs. Phyllis Ziffren was for a long time 
president of Hadassah, the largest Jewish women’s organization. Ex¬ 
hibits 19,19-A, and 20 show her constant affiliations and associations. 
Here (e:^bit 19-A) she is speaking at a rally of YKUF, a Commu¬ 
nist organization, and on the program with her is the pro-Communist 
Z. Weinper, and also Mr. Henry Sazer, executive secretary of the Los 
Angeles chapter of the American Jewish Labor Council, cited as sub¬ 
versive by Attorney General Clark." 

Here (exhibit 19) Mrs. Ziffren, president of the Los Angeles Hadas¬ 
sah chapter, is a guest speaker at a luncheon sponsored by the Emma 
Lazarus City Committee (Los Angeles) of JPFO, Jewish People’s 
Fraternal Order, listed as subversive by Attorney General Clark. 

And here is a clipping from the New York Morning Freiheit of 
November 11,1948,page3 (exhibit21)." 

As soon as the majority of Los Angeles Jews decide to become active, 
they will boot these elements out. In the meantime, Detroit remains 
an example of a fine anti-Communist Jewish community. And New 
York, the center of Jewish life, has a group of leading Jews inspiring 
anti-communism in the whole population, Christian as well as Jewish. 
I named some of them at the beginning of my statement. 

But Los Angeles is really an animadversion. The fact remains that 
the Wallace vote among Jews was a terrible disappointment to the 
Communists of America, and the Jews, like other minorities the 
Reds are typing to capture, remain solidly American. 

About the very time that this became manifest, the state of Israel 
refused to accept the Soviet taffy and began to be regarded as ungrate¬ 
ful. The population voted overwhelmingly against the Communists. 
The largest political party there is oriented toward the West. 

Now I ask a question: Could all this be the reason why Russia 
showed its true colors and turned openly against Judaism and Jews? 

The answer is in the field of conjecture. All that is plain is that 
the Soviet Union wooed American Jews by every device of propa¬ 
ganda (as outlined by Bittelman) and failed dismally. Also, it is 
clear that the Soviet line changed abrupt^ about 1 year ago. 

Zionists here became anathema to the Communists; leading Jews 
were arrested in Russia for expressing sympathy with Judaism. The 
campaign against the Jewish religion in Russia was intensified. Itzik 
Pfener, P-f-e-f-f-e-r, the leading Russian Jewish writer, is missing. 
He remains missing, and local Communists will not answer the ques¬ 
tion what has happened to him. 

It is probable also that the new anti-Jewishness of the Soviet regime 
is meant to deflect the rage of the hungry and downtrodden Russian 
masses from Stalin to the eternal scapegoat, the Jew. Of writers and 

» See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibit No. 22. 

See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibits 19,19a, and 20. 

** See appendix, p. 486, Schultz Exhibit No. 21. 
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intellectuals purged in the last few months, Jewish names are in the 
vast majority. 

Exhibit 23 is a Russian newspaper from Moscow, Pravda, issue of 
March 5, 1949, and I have lined off a paragraph in the first column. 
I quote from this paragraph. Listen carefully to it and its tone: 

Homeless cosmopolites who know nothing of creative labor, of truth and honor, 
have crept into our editorial offices, scientific institutions, and universities. They 
are people who feel no duty toward the nation, the state, or the party. It is our 
urgent task, therefore, to smoke these bourgeois cosmopolites out of their holes, 
because these people without a people or a country hinder the development of 
Soviet literature. 

It sounds like the old Czarist Jew-hatred. It also reminds us of the 
old Communist line of 1929 when, for purposes of their own, the 
Reds were encouraging the Arabs to kill the Jews in Palestine. 

Exhibit 24 shows two cartoons in the New York Morning Freiheit. 
I wish all the committee could see this at the moment. Here are two 
cartoons published in the Freiheit. It is printed in the Yiddish 
language. These Communists are not really Jews; they are just 
Communists.^'^ , 

One cartoon appeared September 4,1929, and shows the Zionist as a 
pudgy monstrosity with a hooked nose using an old bearded Jew as a 
shield. This bearded Jew has an even bigger hooked nose. Streicher, 
the Nazi, could do no better. 

The other cartoon was published in the Freiheit of September 19, 
1929, and is labeled “Zionist Charity Giver.” He is a gruesome Jew, 
again with a hooked nose, and a shield of David on his stomach with 
the dollar sign over it. The other cartoon has the shield of David, or 
six-pointed Jewish star, on a big money bag. 

This was the Communist line in 1929, and it is turning that way 
again. The Communists will turn on any minority to gain their own 
ends. The Communists are the friends of no one but the Communist 
ruling regime. • 

We have taken up the first facet of the Stalinist policy of the provo¬ 
cation of minorities—the inciting of Jews, Negroes, and other groups 
against America. But there is another side to this sowing of confusion 
for a purpose. It is the setting of one minority group against the 
other. 

This devisive agitation derives from a statement by Lenin in his 
book. Left Communism, that “the time for decisive battle” is “fully 
ripe” when “all the class forces hostile to us have become suiBSciently 
confused, are sufficiently at loggerheads with each other, have suffi¬ 
ciently weakened themselves in a struggle beyond their capacities.” 

Well, one day the Communist Daily Worker deplored the “brutal 
attack on two Italian boys in Red Hook,” Brooklyn. But that same 
moment Communists were circulating among the Negroes in New 
York’s garment manufacturing sector and spreading the story that 
the largely Italian Local 89 of the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union, a local headed by Luigi Antonini, was discriminating 
against Negroes and not admitting them to the local. There was not 
a particle of truth in the accusation. The purpose of the rumor was 
to destroy the anti-Communist leadership of local 89. 

2® See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibit No. 23. 

** See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibit No. 24. 
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But the most outrageous instance of Red devisive agitation occurred 
in dressmaking Local 22 of the ILGWU, managed by Charles Zimmer¬ 
man, an anti-Communist. Here an organized effort is still in process 
to set Negroes against Jews. In 1947 Zimmerman charged that the 
Reds had hired a Negro girl to spread the libel that the Jewish officials 
were anti-Negro. These Jewish officials happened to be anti-Com¬ 
munist. 

Here is exhibit 25, a news account in the Day, showing that on 
March 3, 1949, before 1,500 people in Manhattan Center, at a con¬ 
vention of local 22, a Negro girl, Minna Springer, arose to charge that 
the Communists in the local “use Negroes and other minorities for 
political ends.” That is, against the anti-Communists.^ 

Red-instigated violence between Negroes and whites in New York 
dress factories has narrowly been averted by the capable union leader¬ 
ship. 

In Detroit, in 1948, Leon Mosley, a Negro boy, was killed by a police 
bullet. The Communists began a violent agitation among Negroes, 
which was of anti-Semitic nature. Fearing harm to the many white 
Jewish shopkeepers in the area, Oscar Cohen, executive director of 
the Jewish Community Council, appealed to the police and responsible 
N^gro leaders, and precautions were taken against the Communists 
and their anti-Jewish incitation. Exhibit 26 is an editorial in the 
Detroit Jewish Chronicle blaming the Communists for this racial 
trouble.^® 

A somewhat different technique is illustrated in Los Angeles. In 
March 1948, a police bullet fatally hit a young Mexican, Augustin 
Salcido. Communist agitation resulted in “demonstrations,” during 
one of which, it was announced, a “wreath” was placed on the steps 
of the Jewish Welfare Building. Why the Jewish Welfare Building? 
Thus two minorities were cleverly linked for Communist propaganda 
against the majority population. The policeman, by the way, was 
completely cleared by the superior court. 

Exhibit 27, a Los Angeles letter to the Freiheit, tells the story. But 
whether minorities are linked, or whether they are divided, by Com¬ 
munist propaganda, the net result is always hatred toward constituted 
authority.^ 

Isidor Begun, Bronx County chairman of the Communist Party, 
was recently ousted from his party post because he became nauseated 
with artificial race incitation. The party ordered him to accuse the 
Allerton Apartments in the Bronx of excluding Negroes. He refused, 
because Negroes had never applied to live there. He was expelled 
for “white chauvinism.” 

This testimony is perhaps the only way that certain Americans of 
Jewish faith will learn oi the Communist conspiracy against them. 
That is one of the reasons I was glad to accept the invitation tendered 
by this committee. This testimony is also perhaps the only way that 
the minorities in our population will learn of their twisted function 
in Communist ideology. It is a good thing that they knowi:his. The 
necessity of vigilance, intelligent vigilance, cannot \>e overemphasized. 

It is a good thing that Americans generally learn of the unusual 
burden that Negroes, Jews, foreign-born, and other minority groups 

* See appendix, p. 485, Schultz Exhibit No. 25. 

See appendix, p. 4S5, Schultz Exhibit No. 26. 

^ See appendix, p. 485, Schnltz Exhibit No. 27. 
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must bear—^the constant repelling of this subtlest of enemies. Ameri¬ 
can history, the story of the recent war, and the names of persons 
prominent in American endeavors, show that the minorities have 
come out of this pu^atory stronger and purer than ever. 

We Jews have su^red from discrimination for centuries. We have 
enough real trouble without having the Communists create trouble 
for us where it does not exist, or having them imagine troubles for 
us. I know that otTier racial and religious groups feel the same way. 

The one sure thing about America today is that, through the demo¬ 
cratic process, injustices are being gradually removed. I would rec¬ 
ommend to Americans that the removal of these injustices be hastened, 
and that the Communists be thereby further weakened. 

I trust that no American and no liberal will allow himself to be used 
for an international conspiracy which, if successful in the United 
States, would abolish the American way of life and substitute a slavery 
unparalleled in world history, sig;nifying tragedy and death to lib¬ 
erals and conservatives, Jews, Protestants, Catholics, whites, Negroes, 
and all freedom-loving men on this continent. 

Mr. Chairman, will you allow me to state the names of certain 100 
percent Communist fronts purporting to appeal to the Jewish people, 
in order that well-meaning people may be cautioned against them? 

Mr. Wood. We will be glaa to have them in the record. 

Rabbi Schui/tz. American Biro-Bid j an Committee: Biro-Bidj'an 
is that area in Soviet Russia which is supposed to be a Jewish home¬ 
land, but which is nothing but a fraud. There is no Jewish life there 
to speak of. For 30 years thev have collected money for the Jewish 
people of Biro-Bid j an, and nobody knows where that monCT goes. 

Here is a cute thing recently formed known as the Joint Committee 
to Combat Anti-Semitism. That is composed of the American Jewish 
Labor Council and the Jewish People’s Fraternal Order, both cited as 
subversive by Attorney General Clark. 

Here is a Jewish publication: Jewish Fratemalist. This is the 
official organ of the Jewish People’s Fraternal Order. 

The so-called School of Jewish Studies of New York: It is a school 
of Communist studies. 

Jewish Council for Rehabilitation of Russia: Now deceased,lucUly* 

American Committee of Jewish Writers, Artists, and Scientists: 
That is a Communist-front, pro-Russian, anti-American organization, 
not representative of the Jewish people. 

Here is a publication: New Currents. It appears very irregularity. 
It is the organ of the subversive American Committee of Jewi^ 
Writers, Artists, and Scientists. 

Chelsea Jewish Children’s School is a Communist front. 

Defense Committee for Alexander Bittelman: That is the ineffable 
optimist, now listed for deportation, who is the “spiritual” leader of 
the Jewish section of the United States Communist Party. 

Icor: It may be inactive now, but it is likely to come up again at 
any moment. It is a Communist front. 

Naileben is the official publication of Icor. 

Ikuff: That is not really Jewish. It is Communist. Sholem Asch, 
the famous author, denounced Ikuff a week ago. They had even 
fooled him. He said he didn’t want to have anything to do with 
Ikuff because they were pro-Communist. 
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One of the amazing things is that the International Workers Order, 
which is listed as subversive and which goes in for nationalities, is 
chartered as an insurance organization. Yet it pays for full-page 
ads in the Daily Worker advocating or disapproving things done by 
the Government of the United States or Congress. I am not a lawyer, 
but it would be well to look into the insurance qualifications and activp 
ties of the International Workers Order in New York State. 

Jewish Peoples Committee: Now deceased, cited as subversive and 
Communist. 

And now I want to mention a magazine called The Protestant. It 
is not affiliated with any church at all. You call a magazine The 
Protestant; you claim to be Christian; you begin to fight anti-Semit¬ 
ism; you go to Jews and say ‘‘We are Christians fighting anti-Semit¬ 
ism” ; you follow the pro-Communist line. It is a racket of powerful 
proportions. It has been officially denounced W the central represent¬ 
ative of the Jewish Community of the United States. 

They are liable to spring up at any time. 

I wish to end up by saying that our great representative organiza¬ 
tions, such as B’nai B’rith and the Ajnerican Jewish League Against 
Communism, will live up to the highest American ideals and are 
Jewish and anti-Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Walter. Do you know what the circulation of Freiheit is? 

Rabbi Schui/tz. The circulation of Freiheit is very small. I don’t 
think it is over 30,000. But I might say it screams very loudly, and 
they give out a lot of free copies. 

I am glad you asked the question, because it gives me the oppor¬ 
tunity to bring to your attention that the largest Jewish newspaper 
in the world, with 100,000 daily circulation, the Jewish Daily Forward, 
is probably the leading anti-Communist force in America and has 
been for years past. 

Mr. Wamfr. Thank you. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Moulder. No questions. I want to thank the rabbi for his 
vigorous statement against communism, and commend him for his 
stand. 

Rabbi Schultz. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Case. 

Mr. Case. You have made a very interesting statement. There is 
no doubt in my mind but that organizations of minority groups dedi¬ 
cated to the task of spreading the true principles of Americanism 
must take the major responsibility in opposing and counteracting 
Communist activities, particularly among minority groups. 

The organization of which you are now executive director, the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish League Against Communism, has been in existence for 
how long? 

Rabbi Schultz. For a little more than a year. It was announced 
in March 1948. 

Mr. Case. And do you have a membership? 

Rabbi Schultz. Yes; we have a membership. We have just con¬ 
cluded 1 year and the paid-up membership to be reported is one thing, 
and the membership that has joined withm the year is something else. ^ 
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I would say our membership consists of several thousands. I must ask 
the treasurer for the exact number todav. 

We have members in 22 States. We have two incorporated chapters, 
one in New York State, and one in California, working mostly in Los 
Angeles. And we have groups working in cities which are not incor¬ 
porated but which are aiming to become incorporated. I have re¬ 
ceived requests in the past week to form chapters in Chicago and 
Baltimore, and many requests have come in from small communities. 

Mr. Case. Does your organization depend exclusively on member¬ 
ship fees ? • 

Rabbi Schultz. Yes. We are a nonprofit educational organization 
subsisting on memberships and on labor unions. 

Mr. Case. What is your membership fee ? 

Rabbi Schultz. We have no stated fee. Anything over $1 is 
accepted as a membership fee. We have members in the range of $1 
up to $15,000, and those dues are paid. 

Mr. Case. I was interested in this pamphlet which you presented 
as an exhibit, entitled ^‘To Secure Jewish Rights—^The Communist 
Position” by Alexander Bittelman. According to the imprint on it, 
it is printed by New Century Publishers, 832 Broadway, New York 3, 
N. Y\ Are you familiar with New Century Publishers at that address ? 

Rabbi Schultz. Yes. I have never known a publication of New 
Century Publishers to follow anything but the pro-Communist line. 

Mr. Case. I notice on the back page of this publication there are 
listed, over the name of New Century Publishers, ‘‘Recent Pamphlets,” 
as follows: 

N. Y. Herald Tribune’s 23 Questions About the Communist Party, Answered by 
William Z. Foster. 

Should Americans Back the Marshall Plan? by Joseph Starobin. 

Jewish Culture in America—^Weapon for Jewish Survival and Progress—^by 
Nathan Ausubel. 

Culture in a Changing World—a Marxist Approach, by V. J. Jerome. 

Notes from Gallows, by Julius Fuchik. 

The Red-Baiting Racket, by George Morris. 

Why I Am a Communist, by Benjamin J. Davis. 

In this publication by Mr. Bittelman I note this sentence on page 36: 

The National Jewish Commission of the Communist Party in its 12 months of 
existence has realized some significant objectives formulated in the party’s 
resolution on Jewish work. 

Then after a sentence or two it says: 

A major field of operation for our commission was to guide Communist partici¬ 
pation in the Morning Freiheit, in the Morning Freiheit Association, and in 
Jewish Life. 

Rabbi Schultz. May I add to the list of publications that are Com¬ 
munist, Jewish Life. Jewish Life is a Communist publication. There 
is, unfortunately, another publication of the same name which is ortho¬ 
dox and not Communist at all. 

Mr. Case. What is the difference between the Morning Freiheit and 
Jewish Life? 

Rabbi Schultz. Morning Freiheit is daily and in the Yiddish lan¬ 
guage. Jewish Life is monthly and in the English language. 

Mr. Case. How can you distinguish between the two publications of 
Jewish Life? 
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Eabbi Schultz. I have tried to tell these excellent people of the 
other Jewish Life to do something about it, and I hope your question 
today will encourage them to change their name or to force the other 
publication to change their name. 

Mr. Case. Apparently neither one has the name registered as a 
trade-mark. 

Eabbi Schultz. That I would not know. 

Mr. Case. Also in this pamphlet by Bittelman I notice on page 16, 
in connection with the section headed “The 1948 elections,” this 
paragraph: 

The 1948 elections, which will decide the next phase of the people's struggle, 
already present three simultaneous directions for progressive action. First, the 
fight for a progressive pro-Roosevelt Congress; second, the fight for the building 
of a third party, a people’s anti-imperialist, democratic, peace party; third, the 
fight for the launching of an independent people’s Presidential ticket. We must 
bend every effort to involve the Jewish people in these election struggles, especially 
in the large centers where mosl of the Jewish masses live. 

Eabbi Schultz. Yes. I pointed out that they failed. 

Mr. Case. What do you take it they mean where they say, “First, the 
fi^t for a progressive pro-Koosevelt Congress.” 

Eabbi Schultz. When a Communist uses a word, and when a non- 
Communist uses a word, the word assumes different meanings. For 
example, when Communists talk about peace, they mean Kussian con¬ 
quest. When Communists talk about a pro-Roosevelt Congress they 
mean something diametrically opposed to what a non-Communist 
means when he talks about a pro-Roosevelt Congress. The Com¬ 
munists have adopted the memory of President Roosevelt, I am sure 
much to the distress of followers of President Roosevelt. 

Mr. Case. Thank you. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Moulder. I wanted to make a comment that this committee 
is not operated for political purposes. I would add to that state¬ 
ment that the committee has never questioned the loyalty of the Jewish 
people nor of the Negro people, and that the proceedings and hearings 
now being conducted are conducted in the spirit of cooperation with 
such people as yourself in the fight against communism. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I would like the record to show that 
the New Century Publishers referred to by Congressman Case has been 
cited by this committee as an official Communist Party publishing 
house Iw its action on May 11,1948; and that similar action was taken 
by the California Committee on Un-American Activities in 1948. 

Mr. Wood. Any further questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is all. 

Mr. Wood. Thank you very much. Rabbi Schultz. You may be 
excused. 

The committee stands adjourned until 10:30 tomorrow morning. 

(Thereupon, at 12:10 p. m., on Wednesday, July 13, 1949, an ad¬ 
journment was taken until Thursday, July 14, 1949, at 10:30 a. m. 
Later in the afternoon, however, it was decided to continue the hear¬ 
ings at 4 p. m. of the same day.) 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 1949 

United States House of Representatives, 

SUB<X)MMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

Un-American Acttvities, 

Washmgton^ D. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 4 p. m. in room ^6, Old 
House Office Building, Hon. Jolin S. Wood (chairman), presiding. 

Subcommittee members present: Representatives John S. Wood 
(chairman), Morgan M. Moulder, and Harold H. Velde. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Louis J. 
Russell, senior investigator; Alvin W. Stokes, investigator; John W. 
Carrin^on, clerk; Benjamin Mandel, director of research; and A. S. 
Poore, editor. 

Mr. Wood. Let the committee be in order, and let the record show 
that for the purposes of the session this afternoon the Chair has desig¬ 
nated a subcommittee composed of Mr. Moulder, Mr. Velde, and Mr. 
Wood. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. George Hunton. 

Mr. Wood. Will you raise your right hand, please. You solemnly 
swear the testimony you will give this subcommittee will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Hunton. I do. 

Mr. Wood. Have a seat. 

SWORN TESTIMONY OF GEORGE K. HUNTON 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please state your full name. 

Mr. Hunton. I am George K. Hunton. My residence is in Brook¬ 
lyn, N. Y. I was bom in the United States and have been a resident of 
the State of New York for about 35 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present occupation? 

Mr. Hunton. At present I am the executive director of the Catholic 
Interracial Council of New York, and editor of its publication, the 
Interracial Review. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been so engaged ? ' 

Mr. Hunton. Since the organization of the council 15 years ago^ 
in both capacities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I will ask Mr. Stokes to examine this 
witness, as he has talked to him. 

Mr. Wood. Verv well. 
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Mr. Stokes. Mr. Hunton, will you please relate your education, 
training, and experience prior to your present position as executive 
director of the Catholic Interracial Council? 

Mr. Hunton. Yes. I was educated at Holy Cross College and am a 
graduate of Fordham Law School and a memoer of the New York bar. 
I practiced law several years before getting into the Catholic Inter¬ 
racial Council work. The Catholic Interracial Council is made up of 
white and Negro Catholics, and it has an educational program to 
combat racial prejudices and to secure social justice for all, regardless 
of race. From the beginning our program has been constructive, and 
we have opposed all forms of totalitarianism. From the beginning we 
have leveled a three-front attack against nazism, fascism, and com¬ 
munism. 

Mr. Stokes. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hunton. I am glad you ask that question. Of course I am not, 
first because I regard myself as a good American, and that would pre¬ 
clude anyone sincerely from becoming a member of the Communist 
Party. And, secondly, I believe in God and religious freedom; I am 
a member of the Catholic Church; and under no circumstances would 
I ever consider being a member of that very dangerous, corrupt, and 
subversive organization. 

Mr. Stokes. What personal opportunities have you had to observe 
Communist propaganda attempts to deceive, corrupt, disunite, and 
exploit the Negro population in the United States? 

Mr. Hunton. I have found, as have all members of my group—that 
is, the officers and directors of the Catholic Interracial Council—over 
the years, that Communists in general employ two tactics: (1) they 
attempt at all times to increase antagonism between different groups. 
In our particular area that means they increase antagonism between 
reactionary whites and the disadvantaged Negro ^oup. The purpose 
is to defeat constructive programs for social justice and to turn the 
Negro from democratic processes to the relief promised by the Com¬ 
munist Party. 

I would like to say at this moment, in my judgment this sinister 
plan has failed completely. There have been remarkable gains in in¬ 
terracial justice over the years. The Negro has not been drawn into 
the Communist Party; and may I anticipate a future question and 
say in my judgment there always has been and is today and I believe 
in the future the Negro will remain completely loyal to his country, 
the same as loyal white Americans. 

In 1934 I became a member of the American Scottsboro Committee. 
I came in at the behest of Mr. Liebowitz, who was upset over the tac¬ 
tics of the Communists in goading the South and playing havoc with 
any kind of defense. A group went in the committee made up of non- 
Commqnists. I think I was the only Catholic in that group, but was 
made a member of the executive committee of the group. 

We found from the outset the Communists wanted to have con¬ 
ferences with us. We had knowledge of what they had done before. 
We ^ew when the boys were first arrested the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People had taken over their case to 

g uide and counsel them, and had secured representation for the boys 
y reputable counsel, men from the South as well as men like Mr. 
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Hays and Clarence Darrow from the North, only to find the Com¬ 
munist coterie made things so unpleasant they had to withdraw, and 
NAACP withdrew on account of the fact this group had charged the 
NAACP with having collected money for the boys and having di¬ 
verted it for their own purposes. 

Parenthetically, may I say I had the pleasure later on of hearing a 
Communist leader repudiate that and regret they Had made that mis¬ 
take of charging^AACP with having misappropriated the funds. 

Mr. Wood. At this point, could you give us the source of that infor¬ 
mation you received? 

Mr. Hunton. I was going to come to that, Mr. Chairman, a little 
later. Perhaps it might fit in better there, although if you wish I will 
go into that now. 

Mr. Wood. No. That is all right. 

Mr. Hunton. We went into the case there with our eyes open and 
made up our minds we would have no conferences in any shape or 
form. We went despite everything being done. There were con¬ 
stant expeditions and groups of people gomg into the South to goad 
southern opinion and to attack the southern courts and to distribute 
inflammatory literature; to do everything possible to arouse senti¬ 
ment in the South and destroy any climate where it would be possible 
to try a case. 

We knew they were willing to jeopardize the chances of those boys. 
In my oj)inion, from everything I have observed over the years, the 
Communists in that case did not want the boys freed. They wanted 
them kept in jail, and so forth, to be held up as martyrs. 

In 1934 the committee suggested that I go down South and talk to 
southern leaders and find out what the situation was there. Again we 
saw a parallel situation. I talked with white and Negro leaders, 
educators, lawyers, editors, writers, and people active in interracial 
work. All those I interviewed were white and Negro southerners 
who believed in the imiocence of these boys and wanted them freed 
and regretted the fact the South was being goaded by fhis inflamma¬ 
tory sort of attack and barrages of pamphlets and rabble rousing that 
took place down there. 

A little later on, the American Scottsboro Committee was notified 
that overtures had been made by a group which wanted to organize 
what I believe was the first united front in this country. They are a 
group of outstanding, reputable leaders. I met them in the office of 
Morris Ernst. There were Norman Thomas, Walter White, Charles 
Houston of this city, and others, in no shape or form sympathetic to 
communism or Communists, but they had been persuaded that they 
should go along and have a united front instead of divided councils. 
They aSced our committee to go along with them, and I remember 
our committee said we knew from our own experience that it wouldn’t 
be safe; that you couldn’t depend on the Communists, or trust them, 
you couldn’t rely on their word; that thev did not want the boys freed, 
and we would not go along and seemingly give support to a group we 
constantly denounced. 

In connection with that conference, a Communist leader, Robert 
Minor, asked Walter White why he didn’t show more enthusiasm for 
going along with this united front. Mr. White spoke up and said: 
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“We have never gotten over the viciousness of the attack that the 
Communists made to the effect that the NAACP had taken the money 
given for the use of these poor boys and used it for organizational 
purposes.” 

Mr. Minor raised his eyebrows and said: “Did we do that? If we 
did, it was a mistake.” 

I remember two or three people leaning over and saying to Walter 
White: “Not a crime; but a bad blunder, bad politics.” 

That was another example of how we saw communism in action. 
Instead of being humiliated at having to admit that had been done, 
they say it was a tactical error, a bad bit of strategy. 

The united front did not work. Our apprehensions were all justified. 
Yoii can have all kinds of testimony, and such testimony has come out 
in the papers. People have explained what the situation was. Mr. 
Thomas, Mr. Roger Baldwin, and others found the Communists con¬ 
tinued this attitude of exploiting the boys, goading the South, defying 
the courts and prosecutors, and making it impossible to secure freedom 
for the boys. 

I understand from the leaders that many times they had secured 
a tentative agreement of parole for some of the prisoners, and as soon 
as that was done a group of Communists would come down and picket 
the courthouse and negotiations would be called off. Today I think 
there are still two boys in jail, and I have no doubt but that if the 
Communists had their way there would be seven others still in jail. 

That is one case. 

Mr. Stokes. Are there any other cases you have personal knowledge 
of that have been exploited in such manner? 

Mr. Hunton. It was attempted. 

I am a member of the National Council for a Permanent FEPC. 
I was one of the original group who met when it was organized 5 
years ago. This organization is made up of representatives of all 
churches—Catholics, Protestants, and Jews—and all national origin 
groups, but it was to have no Communist affiliation in any shape or 
form. Yet the Communists definitely tried to climb on the band 
wagon. 

For example, at the time we held a Madison Square Garden rally 
shortly after it was organized, they sent a group to us and wanted to 
know if they could have people come under the program. We said 
“No,” it would not be allowed. Whereupon they denounced the meet- 
ii^ in the press, picketed the meeting, distributed circulars to the 
enect that the national council were not sincere in this movement. 

Another case was the situation where they tried to climb into a 
committee that had something to do with integrating the Negro in 
big-league baseball. 

In 1931 Monsignor Campion of Brooklyn formed a committee made 
up of people like Commissioner Naughton, civil service commissioner 
of New York; distinguished Negro sports editors; one or two others; 
and myself. Letters were sent to the press calling on Lawrence Mc- 
Phail to admit Negroes in national baseball. 

There was a meeting set and Communists came. They had to stand 
to one side and wait because we would not go into conference with 
them. They stood without shame, and after the conference, when 
pictures were taken, they stood in the background although they were 
not in the conference. 
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They tried in every way, while this was going on, to picket the 
offices of the Pirates in such a way as tor stir up the resentment of the 
management there. 

To make a long story short, conferences were held with Monsignor 
Campion and his group which brought about the hiring of Jackie 
Robinson, which was a very excellent thing for racial rdationships. 
In my judgment the hiring of Jackie Robinson improved the racial 
attitude of hundreds of thousands of sports lovers in this country. 

The Communists knew at the outset that this step, if taken, would be 
a forward step and would improve race relations. They didn’t want to 
improve them, they wanted to worsen them, and therefore they did 
everything possible to stir up resentment of those in authority in 
national baseball, but they did not succeed. 

In the National Negro Congress they did make progi*ess. That was 
a sound, constructive organization started about 10 years ago. It was 
a good organization, with a sound, constructive program, and the 
Commies moved in, and within a year and a half the white Commu¬ 
nist members completely outnumbered the Negro members and took 
over. Be it said to his credit that the then president, A. Philip Ran¬ 
dolph, roundly denounced them and then resigned, and said no longer 
would the National Negro Congress represent the feeling of the Negro 
people who organized it. It died out since then because it was Com¬ 
mie-controlled and known to be Commie-controlled. 

Mr. Stokes. To what extent have Communist propaganda attacks 
been directed against Catholics? 

Mr. Hunton. I think every time there is a religious controversy 
between, perhaps, members of the different churches, and some attack 
is made on Catholic people, the Commies jump on the band wagon and 
try to make the situation as bad as possible. 

I was interested in what Rabbi Schultz said about the support they 
gave the Communist, anti-Catholic paper, the Protestant. They 
have tried to play upon Protestants inclined to be anti-Catholic in 
their sentiment to stir up bigotry. 

Mr. Stokes. Is there anything in your experience that would tend 
to indicate potential disloyalty among any segment of the population? 

Mr. Hunton. I am very glad you asked that question. I think I 
can testify objectively as a person who has been deeply interested and 
who has made a great many associations and worked in many move¬ 
ments, such as the fight for an antilynching bill, and the NAACP’s 
program for increasing employment opportunities for Negroes, and 
my own work as editor of our magazine, and I say that as between 
white America and Negro America there is no difference in the degree 
of patriotism. 

The Negro, in particular, is perhaps the only group in this country 
who has absolutely no background of memory of a fatherland or 
motherland. He is an American and nothing else. 

Mr. Moulder. As a matter of fact, a greater percentage of Ameri¬ 
cans are members of the Negro race than of any other race ? 

Mr. Hunton. I think so. They are Americans and nothing else. 
They certainly, I think, in my judgment, have gone very far in delv¬ 
ing into the duplicity of Communists. They have been fooled several 
times, but in my opinion I think they would be prepared to give salu¬ 
tary advice to well-educated pinks. I feel very definitely that the 
Negro always has been, is today, and in my judgment always will be 
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a great American, a real, loyal American, upstanding in every way, 
shape, and form. A CTeat many more things to distress him and tempt 
his loyalty have confronted him than those of us who are white, but 
in spite of that there have been no traitors in his group. We cannot 
say that of the whites. There have been traitors among the whites. 

The patriotism of Negro America is just as great as the patriotism 
of the overwhelming majority of white America, and in my judgment 
the patriotism and loyalty of the American Negro never ought to be 
questioned in this country again, and I believe and agree with those 
who are the authorized spokesmen and representatives of Negro lead¬ 
ership who have said: ‘Taul Kobeson is speaking for himself and 
only for himself.” 

Mr. Stokes. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner, That ia all. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. McSweeney. 

Mr. McSweeney. I was very much interested in your testimony. I 
feel that the Negro, since the days of emancipation, as a race has risen 
very rapidly. He has gone from a dejected position to a ve^ high 
position. I want to thank you for your contribution to setting the 
minds of the people at rest as to the attitude of the Negroes. I served 
with them in both wars and am proud to call them my comrades. I 
don’t know to this day but that the Unknown Soldier may be a Negro 
boy, and I pay the same tribute to him whether he be a Negro boy or a 
white boy. 

Mr. Hunton. Thank you. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Moulder. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Velde. 

Mr. Velde. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. We are very glad to have you here. It is a sad com¬ 
mentary that the only person in high position who has ever brought 
into question the loyalty of the Negro race has been himself a member 
of that race. 

Mr. Hunton. I thank you very much for the opportunity to be here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Young. 

Mr. Wood. Will you raise your right hand, please? You solemnly 
swear that the testimony you will give this subcommittee will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Young. I do. 

Mr. Wood. Be seated. 

SWORN TESTIMONY OF THOMAS W. YOUNG 

Mr. Tavenner. Please state your name, 

Mr. Young. My name is Thomas W. Young. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wlien and where were you born ? 

Mr. Young. I was born in Norfolk, Va., October 8,1908. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what is your present occupation? 

Mr. Young. I am president and general manger of the Guide Pub¬ 
lishing Co., Inc., publishers of the Journal and Guide, a weekly news¬ 
paper with a circulation of 65,000 principally in Virginia and North 
Carolina. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in the publishing 
business ? 
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Mr. Young. Practically all my life. My father was the founder of 
the paper in 1910. At least, he took it over as a small journal at that 
time, and I have been in it with him since I came out of school in 1932. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your educational background? 

Mr. Young. I went to public schools in Norfolk, Va., and high school 
at Hampton Institute, and college at the Ohio State University at 
Columbus, Ohio. I studied law and journalism and completed both 
courses. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Stokes, will you question the witness? 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. Young, do you have a prepared statement? 

Mr. Young. Yes. 

Mr. Wood. We will be glad to have you read it. 

Mr. Young. I am happy to accept the invitation extended me to 
appear before this committee because I feel very strongly the need for 
bringing into proper perspective some of the opinions that have been 
expressed publicly concerning the loyalty of the American Negro. 

It would serve no useful purpose for me to dwell upon the more 
obvious manifestations of the Negro’s loyalty. These have already 
been mentioned here by others. Instead I should like to address my¬ 
self to what seems to me to be the flimsy foundation upon which tJbe 
apprehension about the loyalty of this group rests. 

Please bear this in mind, that there is no evidence on record of the 
disloyalty of their country on the part of Negroes genially. It has not 
been chargjed, even, that there have been overt acts by Negroes on 
which suspicion of disloyalty could be predicated. On the other hand, 
the entire record of the American Negro’s service to his country, from 
the Kevolutionaiw War, in which Crispus Attucks, a Boston Negro, 
was among the first to shed blood for this Nation’s independence, 
down to the recent World War 11, in which members of this group 
played important and heroic roles on every front, is a satisfactory 
refutation of such charges. 

That record and the contributions of the Negro to this country’s 
great peacetime achievements should render unthinkable any pre¬ 
sumptions of inconsistent conduct at any time in the future. 

But there has been expressed a dissent by one who has at least won 
the attention of those for whom and to whom he now purports to 
speak. And it is that dissent which occupies our thinking today. I 
think it will be helpful to recognize that simple fact and deal witii it 
directly and specifically. 

What basis, if any, is there fw believing Paul Robescm when he 
says that in the event of a war with Russia flie Negro would not fight 
for his country against the Soviets? 

No matter how strongly we may believe it is false, that statement, 
coming from Mr. Robeson, is not easily disposed ox. His own life 
story is an inspiration to the humble people for whom Mr. Robeson 
now presumes to speak. Whatever else we might think of his personal 
loyalties, it would seem highly improbable that Mr. Robeson could be 
unfaithful to his own people. So it must be conceded that his intem¬ 
perate outbursts at Paris carried appreciable weight, however much 
we may dislike the notion. 

Two things can be pointed out to discredit that statement. In the 
first place, Mr. Robeson is now so far out of touch with the Negro’s 
thinlung and his ev^yday emotions that he can no longer speak au- 
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thoritatively about or for the race. His distant travels and his latter- 
day preoccupations with the affairs of the Soviets have broken the 
bond he once held with the Negro mind. He has so completely re¬ 
moved himself from the intimate affairs of the Negro group in Amer¬ 
ica that he no longer has the opportunity to know nor the authority 
to ^eak about the aims and aspirations and r^lutions of this group* 

Ine plain truth about the matter is that in his Paris declaration Mr* 
Eobeson has done a great disservice to his race—far greater than that 
done to his country. And if Mr. Robeson does not recognize the 
injury he has done to the cause of the Negro in this country, then that 
underscores his disqualification as a representative of the race. Aoid 
if he does not recognize the injury he has done, he must also be cog¬ 
nizant of the extent of his betrayal of his race in the interest of the new 
cause to which he now devotes himself. 

But the second point, while less obvious, is more helpful in arriv¬ 
ing at a proper perspective. It is this: The Negro in this country is as 
basically American as any other element of the population. He has 
been on the soil as long; he has fought to protect and preserve its 
liberties, and he has toiled to help build the Nation during all tho 
years of our history. The things he yearns for and strives for are 
entirely compatible with the aims and the shibboleths of Patrick 
Henry and Benjamin Franklin and George Washington and all the 
others who helped found this Nation. 

We have got to acknowledge that in some respects our democratic 
processes have slowed down or failed temporarily. But any over¬ 
emphasis of these circumstances obscures the more important fact 
that, despite these occasional reverses, the machinery which we in this 
country have embraced for the realization of our declared way of life 
is nevertheless accomplishing, however slowly, the most cherished 
aspirations of the Ne^o group. The evidences of this accomplish¬ 
ment are everywhere, although they are frequently corrupted by the 
miscarriages of the machinery. 

I think it is very clear that what the Negro in this country wants 
is simply to have our democratic machinery functioning properly. 
We do not want to throw out the framework of our present plan of 
operation in favor of another that has never been exposed to the prob¬ 
lems which frequently bog down our machinery. 

The dissatisfaction so often shown for the manner in which our 
democratic processes are functioning is too frequently misunderstood. 
And a few opportunists with questionable motives have exploited this 
to the extent mat it now becomes advisable to adopt effective counter¬ 
measures. 

We have this disadvantage: The Communists have thrown what 
amounts to a picket line around our democratic establishment. And 
we are observing that ‘‘picket line” with the same blind reverence that 
is shown to all other picket lines in this country. Everyone accepts 
the righteousness of the cause of the pickets, no matter how unreason¬ 
able or how wrong it may be. 

I experience some of that reluctance today, for I know that there are 
some who will ask: “Who is he to question the wisdom of Paul Robe¬ 
son?” But until someone dares to cross the “picket line” thrown 
about our establishment by these Communists, the true cause of the 
Negro will be lost by the default of those who ^scern its outlines and 
recognize the dangers it faces. 
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Mr. Robeson does not speak for the young men who served their 
wuntry so well during the recent war. He does not speak for the 
common people who read and believe in the Negro newspapers. He 
does not speak for the masses of the Negro people whom he has so 
shamelessly deserted. 

I have neard Paul Robeson declare his own personal disloyalty 
to the United States. He has no moral right to place in jeopardy the 
welfare of the American Negro simply to advance a foreign cause 
in which we have no real interest. 

It is my firm conviction that in the eyes of the Negro people this 
false prophet is regarded as unfaithful to their country, and they 
repudiate him. 

Mr. Tavennbr. That is all. 

Mr. MgSweeney. Do you, as a representative of your people, know 
of any other country in the world which would recognize the splendid 
talente of Mr. Robeson more than America, and any country which 
would have compensated for that voice more than this country ? 

Mr. Young. My experiences are limited. I would not be qualified 
to say whether or not some other country might, but I will say I think 
this country has very generously recognized his talents and rewarded 
him for them. 

Mr. MgSweeney. That is all. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Moulder. I want to conraliment you on your clear and concise 
statement and reiterate what I said this morning, that it is not the 
purpose of this committee to question the loyalty of the Negro race. 
It is thoroughly understood by the members of this committee that it 
is above reproach. These hearings are being conducted to combat 
the idea Paul Robeson has given by his statements. 

Mr. Young. That was the impression given to me. 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. Young, when, where, and under what circum¬ 
stances did yon hear Paul Robeson declare his personal disloyalty to 
the United States? 

Mr. Young. Well, I will have to relate something first. In college I 
joined a Greek-letter fraternity. It seems Mr. Robeson at sometime 
also joined that fraternity. I would like to say that is the only organ¬ 
ization, so far as I know, to which both of us belong. 

He came to Norfolk in October 1947 at a concert. It was a pseudo 
concert, because it merely afforded him a platform on which to speak 
for a while. Then this fraternal organization gave a smoker for him. 
There were about 22 men present. 

The usual subject matter he would dwell upon came up, and he spoke 
his mind on it along the lines we expected. I remember distinctly he 
made this statement, and I quote it, I think, almost word for word: 
‘‘If this country ever went to war against Russia and my son took up 
arms to fight against Russia, he would no longer be my son.” That 
was October 10,1947, at Norfolk, Va. 

Mr. Wood. So his pronounced sentiments recently are not indica¬ 
tive of his being recently converted to communism? 

Mr. Young. No. I am sure his feelings expressed now coincided 
with those he expressed a year and a half or 2 years ago, 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Velde. 
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Mr. Velde. I appreciate your very intelligent statement. Do you 
know whether or not Mr. Eobeson was a Commimist Party member 
or a Communist at that time? 

Mr. Young. No, I do not. I asked him the question myself and I 
got no answer. 

Mr. Velde. He refused to answer? 

Mr. Young. It was a social conversation and he talked about every¬ 
thing else but that and never came back to it. 

Mr. Velde. Have you had any other contacts with Mr. Robeson 
except at this fraternity meeting ? 

Mr. Young. No, except 20 years or so ago, in 1931 or 1932,1 was at 
a small gathering where he was present, but I was not in close con¬ 
tact with him there. 

Mr. Velde. Do you think it would be advisable to have Paul Robeson 
subpenaed to testify before this committee ? 

Mr. Young. That involves an opinion which may be of no value to 
the committee. I will answer it if you wish. It is purely my opinion. 

Mr. Velde. Yes, we understand that. 

Mr. Young. I don’t think you would get any helpful information. 
You would get some statements, but I don’t think they would be much 
help. 

Mr. Velde. What I am getting at, he has made statements of dis¬ 
loyalty to the press, apparently, and to you personally. If he would 
repeat those under oath I think the effect of his testimony would be 
very startling to the people of the colored race. 

Mr. Young. It is possible that would be true. 

Mr. Moulder. Don’t you think his appearance before this committee 
would be publicized? 

Mr. Young. I think he would use it as a sounding board to further 
spread his ideas. What his notion is, I don’t know. I am familiar 
fsrith the fact that the Negro publishers, almost to a paper, completely 
repudiated Robeson’s statements. Until the past June I was president 
of our Publishers’ Association, and I know all members of our or¬ 
ganization were thoroughly in disagreement with him. 

Mr. Wood. Do you Imow of any Negro publication in this county, 
or any outstanding Negro leader in this country, who is in accord with 
the views recently expressed by Robeson and which he expressed to 
you 2 years ago ? 

Mr. Young. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the organization of which you are a member 
Nation-wide? 

Mr. Young. It includes all the major newspaper publishers. It is 
a national organization. 

Mr. McSweeney. Did you happen to be at the homecoming rally 
for Mr. Robeson? 

Mr. Young. No ; I wasn’t. 

Mr. Stokes. Would you care to relate the subject of the conversa¬ 
tion or discussion that preceded the statement by Mr. Robeson which 
you have quoted? 

Mr. Young. Yes. Of course, as you have probably become familiar, 
certain phrases and words tell you who is speaking ai^ what he is 
speaking about, and we had hardly gotten started until we got to that, 
and, probably out of mischief, I appointed myself a cross-examiner 
of him. 
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One statement he made was how long it would take for the struggle 
of the masses to achieve the democratic goals they sought. He related 
he had been traveling through the North and had stopped at one uni¬ 
versity and asked how long it would take, and they said 500 years: 
and another school said 1,000 years; and another school said it would 
never happen in America under the present set-up we have here. 

Mischievously, again, I asked why, with all the advantages he had 
seen in other parts of the world, he had brought his own. son back 
here to go to school. He didn’t answer that question, either. 

Mr. Wood. Thank you very much. 

The committee stands adjourned until 10:30 tomorrow morning. 

(Thereupon, at 4:55 p. m., Wednesday, July 13,1949, the subcom¬ 
mittee adjourned.) 
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THURSDAY, JULY 14, 1949 

United States House of Bepresentattves, 

Subcommittee of the Committee on 

Un-American Activities, 

'Washington^ D. C. 

MORNING SESSION 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:50 a. m., in room 
226. Old House Office Building, Hon. John McSweeney, presiding. 

Subcommittee member present: Kepresentative John McSweeney. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Louis J. 
Bussell, senior investigator; Alvin W. Stokes, investigator; John W. 
Carrin^on, clerk; Benjamin Mandel, director of research; and A. S. 
Poore, editor. 

Mr. McSweeney. I would like the record to show that Mr. Wood 
has asked me to act as chairman of the subcommittee to hear the 
testimony this morning. I am present and others will be present a 
little later. 

Mr. Tavenner, will you call the first witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Mr. Granger. 

Mr. McSweeney. Kaise your right hand, Mr. Granger. You swear 
the testimony you give before this subcommittee shall be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Granger. I do. 

Mr. McSweeney. Will you proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am going to ask Mr. Stokes to proceed with the 
questions. 


SWOEN TESTIMONY OF LESTEB B. aBANOEB 

Mr. Stokes. Will you give your full name and address ? 

Mr. Granger. My name is Lester B. Granger. I am the executive 
director of the National Urban League, which has its headquarters at 
1133 Broadway, New York City. 

Mr. Stokes. Do you have a prepared statement, Mr. Granger? 

Mr. Granger. I have a prepared statement I would like to present 
and then submit myself to any questions the chairman or members of 
the committee might want to ask me. 

Mr. Stokes. I ask you now whether you are or have ever been a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Granger. No. 

Mr. Stokes. Thank you. Will you proceed with your statement. 

459 
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Mr. Granger. A brief description of the Urban League may serve 
to give point to some of the remarks included in this statement. 

The National Urban League is a social-service agency which seeks 
to improve the socio-economic conditions under which Negroes live 
in American cities, using to this end the professional skills of organ¬ 
ized social work and the lay leadership of representative colored and 
white persons who serve on the executive boards and committees of 
the National Urban League and its local affiliated branches in 29 States 
and the District of Columbia. 

In the usual sense of the phrase, the Urban League is nonpolitical. 
But every American social agency that deserves the classification so¬ 
cial agency must be political to the point of subscribing unreservedly to 
the principles that must govern a vibrant and growing democracy. 
And a social agency, to truly American, must be opposed to any 
social and political forces that threaten the onward march of that 
democracy. It must, therefore, be opposed to communism; as well as 
to fascism. It must not only reject the dishonest appeals of those 
who would substitute a State-controlled existence for the democratic 
relationships involved in group cooperation and personal freedom. 
It must resist these, but at wie same time it must strongly fight against 
the native-born proponents of a brutal racism such as Hitler found to 
be a convenient tool in his building of the Nazi state. 

Thus, as the National Urban League goes about its work of provid¬ 
ing better job opportunities for Negro workers, better homes for Negro 
families; and better facilities for health and recreation and good citi¬ 
zenship among the Negro population, and seeks to make such pro¬ 
vision through use of the leadership resources of the best among our 
white and our colored leaders throughout the country—^in doing such 
a job the National Urban League constantly finds itself opposed to 
and opposed by the proponents of communism in the United States. 

I have made the foregoing statement, Mr. Chairman, in order to set 
forth without any chance of misunderstanding the philosophy and 
methodology that govern the operation of the National Urban League 
insofar as political questions are concerned. But in making the state¬ 
ment that follows, I am speaking, not as the chief executive officer of 
the Urban League, but rather as a Negro individual—one ^ho has 
spent more than 15 years in the service of his organization and who 
has traveled throughout the country in large cities and small, who has 
had intimate contacts with all types of Negro and white Americans; 
who has been in the offices of labor unions, in the plants and offices of 
business and industry, in churches and lodges and social clubs and 
civic groups of both the Negro and the white population. As an indi¬ 
vidual, therefore, who has had ample opportunity to observe not only 
to what extent Communist influence has been developed among our 
Negro population, but also the methods and the techniques and the 
strategies by which the Communist Party has sought to advance its 
cause among the Negro people of this country. 

Let me make it very clear from the outset that I consider that the 
extent of Communist influence among our Negro peculation has been 
grossly exaggerated, not only by spokesmen for the Commimist Party, 
but also by gullible and fearful defenders of the status quo in politics. 
I believe that objective reference to a few basic figures will prove 
my point. 
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The number of Communists in the United States who are officially 
Tnembers of the party has been variously estimated during the last 10 
3 ^ears at between 100,000 and 200,000. Of course, these numbers do not 
represent all of the influence generated by the Communist Party, for 
•so-called “fellow travelers” have been estimated at between one and 
two million. In other words, for every official member of the Com¬ 
munist Party, there are believed to be some 10 or 12 “fellow-travelers,” 
or effective and consistent sympathizers with and supporters of the 
Communist Party line. 

Mr. McSweeney. May I interrupt there? 

Mr. Granger. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McSweeney. Does that mean they belong to anything? Are 
they card holders? 

Mr. Granger. No. The one or two million, according to my under- 
■standing, do not formally belong to anything, except they may belong 
to Communist-front organizations. 

Mr. McSweeney. They are merely sympathizers? 

Mr. Granger. Syim)athizers, going along. 

Mr. McSweeney. Excuse me. 

Mr. Granger. American Negroes have traditionally reflected with 
a fair degree of consistency the political thinking of their neighbors 
and their neighborhoods. In sections which are overwhelmingly 
Republican, for instance, the great majority of Negroes are apt to be 
Republicans. Where they are distinctly Democratic, the great major¬ 
ity of Negroes are Democratic. The chief exception to this general 
rule is to be found in those Southern States where, through manipula¬ 
tion of election laws for a great many generations, Negroes have been 
prevented from voting as Democrats in the primaries of an over¬ 
whelmingly Democratic area. 

Now, Negroes are 10 percent of our national population, and if this 
same consistency in adnerence to prevailing political thinking holds 
good with respect to Communist belief and persuasion, then 10 percent 
of the members of the Communist Party—and possibly 10 percent of 
the “fellow-travelers”—would be colored Americans. In other words, 
there would be, according to this method of figuring, approximately 
10,000 Negro members of the Communist Party and another 100,000 
inclined to support the party in its political objectives and policies. 
Even if this were true, these numbers would hardly be large enough 
to justify the wild specluations that have been indulged in about Com¬ 
munist infiltration in Negro leadership groups, or Communist capture 
of the political power of Negroes. 

Actually, however, the ratio is a great deal less than one-tenth, as is 
admitted by Communists themselves in their infrequent moments of 
frankness. Fifteen million Negroes live in these United States, but of 
that number approximately 65 percent—close to 10,0W,000—still live 
in the South. And, as everyone here knows, the media of communci- 
tion are more limited in the South than in other parts of the country. 

Transportation is more difficult, especially in those farming areas 
where the large proportion of our southern Negro population lives. 
And because of limited transportation and communication facilities it 
is difficult for any undercover movement to spread in the South, unless 
it be a movement which suits the purposes of the dominant majority. 

The Ku Klux Klan, for instance, was at one time able to spread very 
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rapidly because it fitted ideally into the plans of the political and eco¬ 
nomic overlords of the southern region at that time. And so because 
of these basic difficulties of communication, the chances are slight 
that there has been any important recruitment of Negroes in that very 

E art of the country where considerably more than half of the Negroes 
ve. 

It is my-considered opinion that the number of Negroes in this 
^country who are members of the Communist Party falls considerably 
below even that 10,000 mark which would be established by the usual 
population proportions. 

Mr. McSweeney. Let the record show that Mr. Velde is present^ 
You may proceed. 

Mr. Granger. The highest figure that I have heard quoted from 
Rny authority is 2,000. The party has suffered serious losses of mem¬ 
bership during the last few years. 

This latter figure is further supported by the experience of the 
Progressive Party in the recent Presidential election. It is no secret 
that Henry Wallace’s candidacy for the Presidency, if not originally 
conceived*, was at least warmly supported by the Communist Party. 
And Communist spokesmen and political hacks did their utmost to 
convince American minorities—and especially such groups as our 
Negro population—^that their best chances of improving their social 
and economic position lay in rolling up a large protest vote for Henry 
Wallace, even if their candidate should not be victorious in the elec¬ 
tion. And every person present will remember the grandiose claims 
jof coming victory that were made by “Wallaceites.” 

It willl^ remembered, also, that at the Wallace meetings there waa 
invariably a generous turn-out, and whenever the Presidential candi- 
•date spoke in the environs of such cities as New York or Chicago a 
large number of Negroes were sure to be included among his audience. 

And yet what happened in the election ? An analysis of the elec¬ 
tion returns shows that the number of votes corralled by Henry Wal¬ 
lace as candidate for the Presidency approximately equaled the maxi¬ 
mum estimate of the number of “fellow-travelers” consistently sup- 
portingCommunist purpose. 

Mr. Wallace rolled up around 2,000,000 votes, but if the figures 
available from such cities as New York and Chicago are to be taken 
as evidence of what happened, considerably less than 10 percent of 
those 2,000,000 voters were Negroes. 

New York’s Harlem, that tremendous Negro neighborhood, is fre¬ 
quently represented by its detractors as a “vast, seething hotbed of 
communism.” Yet in Negro Harlem, Henry Wallace consistently ran 
a poor third to President Truman and Governor Dewey. In five elec¬ 
tion districts of that area, President Truman received 108,643; Gover¬ 
nor Dewey, 34,076; and Henry Wallace only 28,903—14 percent of the 
total vote cast in that area, and that was practically a total Negro vote. 

In Brooklyn, where another large concentration of Negroes is to 
be found, the figures show a similar ratio-y-one that was lower than the 
ratio of white support for the Progressive Party candidate. 

In Harlem, again, the Negro candidate for the State Senate, run¬ 
ning under the banner of the American Labor Party—a Progressive 
Party affiliate—and a Negro who is in excellent standing among Com¬ 
munist sympathizers, received only 12,719 votes against the vote of 
65,874 for the regular Democratic candidate, who was white. 
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In Chicago, three Negroes sought to represent the Negro south sido 
in Congress. The Democratic candidate rolled up a coimt of 98,204 
votes; the Kepublican, 43,620; the Progressive Party candidate, 5,188. 

And yet Chicago and New York are the two large cities which have 
been constantly referred to as centers of Communist influence among 
Negroes, 

'^ere, then, is this vast outturning of Negro following m response^ 
to an assumed Communist leadership of our Negro population ? I say 
that there was no such turn-out because no such following ever existed 
except in the imagination of the defenders of the status quo and the 
spokesmen for the Communist Party. 

Why, then, all the shouting about Communist influence among 
Negroes ? W'hy the blatant claims by spokesmen for the Communist 
Party, and why the hysterical charges by the defenders of an en¬ 
trenched conservatism ? Because I believe that analysis of the claims 
and charges will show them, in the main, to proceed from one or ther 
other of these quarters. 

The answer to the mystery reveals that there is no mystery at all. 
The Communist Party seeks to establish among Negroes and the rest 
of the world the illusion of an influence they actually never hope to 
attain. 

On the one hand, that illusion, if foisted upon the public, might tend 
to intimidate truly democratic Negro leader^ip in ^eir opposition ta 
the Communist Party, for fear of losing their own influence with 
their own racial group. And on the other hand, that illusion might 
persuade the unsuspecting among the general public that the Com¬ 
munist Party is actually making progress in recruiting among the 
disadvantaged of the world’s greatest power. Such an impression, 
skillfully establish^, would support Communist prophecies of com¬ 
ing collapse of capitalism, and would obviously strengthen the hand 
of Moscow in power politics the world over. 

Some might say this is a far-fetched deduction. Yes, possibly it is. 
But not if we keep in mind the close-knit relationships of Communist 
strategy in its various world-wide aspects. And as for the anti-Com- 
munist reactionaries, they, too, are engaged in trying to fool the publio 
by shouting ‘‘Communist” at every Negro spokesman who oners a 
protest against the injustices perpetrated upon his people, or by ex¬ 
aggerating the extent of actual Communist influence among the Negro 
public. 

The press, for instance, has recently been full of accounts of racial 
clashes here in Washington, and in St. Louis, and in Youngstown, 
Ohio, and other cities, arising out of insistence of Negro citizens that 
they be given full access to public recreational facilities—swimming 
pools, especially—^which are built and maintained through taxpayers’^ 
money. Here is a position which is defensible in law as well as in 
democratic theory. There is no trace of Communist ideology con¬ 
tained in such a position. Yet in such instances charges have been 
freely made that these incidents have been created by Communists^ 

In Youngstown, Ohio, a local newspaper and some city authorities 
have heavily advertised charges that “left-wing” leadership has sought 
to e^loit the local swimming pool situation for their own purposes.. 
By implication, at least, anti-Communist Negroes are daubed with the 
Red brush. According to such practice, if Communists were to come 
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into a city selling Bibles, the Christian church would be brought under 
suspicion of Communist inclination. 

These accusations are, of course, playing directly into the hands of 
Bed leadership, here and throughout the world. Defenders of the 
status quo may hope to intimidate reputable Negro spokesmanship,- 
or they may seek to discredit a justifiable protest by affixing the Red 
label. But actually they are supporting the very position that Com¬ 
munists are hoping to establish, the position that Communists do have 
a great deal of influence among our Negro population. 

Consider, for instance, the hysterical shouts and headlines that fol¬ 
lowed Paul Robeson’s Paris address to a Communist-sponsored con¬ 
ference. That furore would have been ludicrous if it had not been so- 
tragic. Consider this. One man, Mr. Robeson, expressed his personal 
opinion and made a reckless prediction of what 15,000,000 Negroes in 
the United States, all different individuals, would do in the event of 
war with the Soviet Union. And remember, also, that this same man, 
just a year previously, was predicting the election of Henry Wallace 
with the overwhelming support of that same Negro public, the Negro* 
electorate. And I have already reminded this committee of how 
grievously in error that earlier prediction was. 

But did the American press refer to this prophet’s batting average 
before advertising his current performance? No. The press head¬ 
lines stretched across the country. The radio blared in suburban homea 
and farm houses and city apartments. A Nation-wide 9-day sensa¬ 
tion was manufactured. Prominent colored men and women, and 
others not prominent, were importuned by the white press to disavow 
the Robeson statement, and to assure white America that the tradi% 
tional loyalties of American Negroes would be continued ^‘world 
without end, Amen.” 

It is to the credit, I believe, of our racial common sense that most 
Negro spokesmen did not fall into the error of responding to such 
requests. For the most part they merely pointed to the record, and 
suggested that the record be brought into evidence. 

The reason for this kind of response by N^ro spokesmen is clearly 
understandable. Authentic Negro leadership in this country finds it¬ 
self confronted by two enemies on opposite sides. One enemy is the 
Communist who seeks to destroy the democratic ideal and practice 
which constitute the Negro’s sole hope of eventual victory in his fight 
for equal citizenship. The other enemy is that American racist who- 
perverts and corrupts the democratic concept into a debased philoso¬ 
phy of life. In opposing the one enemy, Negro leadership must be 
careful not-to give aid and comfort to the other. 

Those white leaders of stature in this country, those who exert 
widespread influence in Government, industry, business, and politics^ 
will be very badly advised if they seek to increase the difficulties of 
reputable Negro leadership as it stands precariously on defense 
against these twin enemies. 

The American N^ro population will never accept or willingly en¬ 
dure any social philosophy or political practice that enforces upon 
persons, merely because of their color, an inferior status in their citi¬ 
zen-community. Such acceptance, if offered, would be a betrayal of 
the Negro’s responsibility for working to build democracy in the coun¬ 
try which he has helped to found, protect, and support. 
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As long as there is one Negro left who can be identified as such, and 
who is subjected to restrictions and abuses because of his race, that 
one Negro will continue, courageously and stubbornly, to resist racism 
in American life. 

In that resistance, the Negro has to choose between two allies—^the 
one honest and the other dishonest. The honest alliance is increas¬ 
ingly being established with Americans who may be liberal or conserv¬ 
ative in their political affiliation, but who are agreed that race, color, 
and creed must not be allowed to condition a person’s chances of happi¬ 
ness, health, and success in the American community. To seek to 
check this alliance, or to disregard the principles upon which it is 
based, would be to encourage Negro Americans to seek support from 
alternative sources. 

Even under the best of present conditions it is sometimes hard for the 
so-called average person of color to retain faith that in some predict¬ 
able future his racial disabilities will be removed. That such faith is 
generally maintained is entirely due to the courageous and often self- 
sacrificing support which the Negro group has received from white 
Americans of democratic conviction and liberal impulse. 

On the other hand, when the Ku Klux Klan in Alabama or Georgia 
or Florida indulges in floggings, lynchings, or other forms of intimida¬ 
tion of Negroes, and the Klan’s atrocities are tolerated without protest, 
or are even tacitly approved by representative leadership of their com¬ 
munities, the Negro population is provided with additional grievance 
against the present way of life in America and Communist zeal for pro¬ 
selyting is corre^ondingly accelerated. 

When on the floor of the Congress, duly elected representatives of 
the people of the States of the Union express obscenely racist senti¬ 
ments regarding the legitimate aspirations of Negro citizens, once more 
aid and comfort are given to the Communist cause. 

There are, it is true, only a small number of Negroes who have joined 
or who sympathize with the Communist Party in its efforts to “ham¬ 
string” this country’s welfare, but even that small number stands, not 
as a testimonial to the recruiting skill of Communist leadership, but 
rather as a sign of our failure to make good on our democratic 
professions. 

The party has been very clever at adopting, as if they were their very 
own, causes which any self-respecting Negro must necessarily support. 
Bed spokesmen got their first soapbox position in Negro neighbor¬ 
hoods throughout the country w^ith the notorious Scottsboro case. 

Jim Crow practices by labor unions, denial of free employment 
opportunity by employers, racial segregation enforced by law or by 
covenants or community custom—these are situations which have noth¬ 
ing to do with Marxism. BffTthey do serve the strategy of the Com¬ 
munist Party. 

The obvious way to block such strategy is for the anti-Communists 
of this country to deprive our enemies of their propaganda weapon by 
moving with equal vigor and more honesty to eliminate these fester- 
spots from our national life. The prescription which I offer is less 
worry about Robeson and more concern for democracy. 

The House Committee on Un-American Activities can make an 
unparalleled contribution to such an effort by instituting and vigor¬ 
ously prosecuting an inquiry into the activities of such organizations 
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as the Ku KlUx Klan, and similar “black shirt” and “white sheet” 
groups wherever they may be found. Such efforts can well serve to 
reassure Negro leadership that while it is fighting against one enemy 
of this country, communism, our Government is hdping to fight off the 
other, racism. 

Negro leadership in America does not need any defense against the 
charge of being Communist-led. There are, of course, some few ex¬ 
ceptions, in the case of the blind, the short-sighted, the careless, or just 
the plain stupid. But any effort to indict a whole leadership group 
because of the attitudes of a few persons, many of whom are com¬ 
pletely sincere, may easily lead to a revulsion of feeling among the 
Negro population which would be ideally suited to the purposes of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Chairman, tms statement that I have made is not a report 
Communist activities among Negroes so much as it is an indictment 
of the kind of blind mismanagement and stubborn stupidity that en¬ 
tourages such activities. 

We in the Urban League movement—our more than 400 staff mem¬ 
bers, our more than 4,000 board and committee members—have been 
for years fighting against Communist objectives. Not by name calling 
or empty baiting of the enemy, but rather through the simple device 
of seexing to make democratic advances for our Negro population. 

We have never been afraid of Communist infiltration, for there is 
no room for anti-democratic influences in a movement which is wholly 
and continuously and effectively engaged with the business of building 
Democracy. 

we lift employment barriers, one by one, and open the way to 
fuller employment of the skills of Negro workers; as we aid the racial 

B to secure better housing and a fuller share in use of public 
ies—as we accomplish gains in this direction, we are cutting 
away the ground upon which the Communists attempt to establish 
their position with Negroes. 

Therefore, let me repeat in closing that the real dangei* to America 
that lies in any Communist appeal to racial minorities is not any im¬ 
portant chance that the appeal will be effective. The real danger lies 
in the uses which the Soviet Union and all its party puppets here and 
abroad can find for the unsavory racial conditions which the party so 
zealously advertises. 

It is true that this country stands shamed before the world today 
because our racial practices do not accord with our professions of 
democratic idealism. It is this stubborn straying from our national 
ideal that the Communist Party has been able to use effectively 
throughout the world. We should remember the Communists have not 
forged the weapon they now use against us. We have placed it in 
their hands. It is still not too late to recover it. 

Mr. McSweeney. Thank you very much. I hope the members of 
your league realize what a splendid presentation you have made in 
their behalf. 

Mr. Granger. Thank you. 

Mr. McSweeney. Will you proceed with your questions ? 

Mr. Stokes. Would you be good enough to tell us the methods used 
by Communists to infiltrate Negro movements? 

Mr. Granger. I can answer authoritatively only of the experience 
that we have had in the Urban League, and I would deduce from our 
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experience that the Communist infiltration of any movements, Negro 
or any others, is more successful when the movements are on a loose, 
mass membership basis without any control over membership, and 
when the main interest of the organization is centered upon grievances, 
real or fancied, which the memb^ers hold. Under those circumstances, 
the conditions are favorable to Communist infiltration. 

The National Urban League is a controlled-membership organiza¬ 
tion. We are a professional social service agency, and the masses of 
people are not usually interested in joining such an organization. 

From time to time we have established popular auxiliaries of our 
organization. The Negro Workers’ Councils we established in 1934 
and maintained until 1939 were loose groups of Negro workers who, 
at that time, were either ignorant of or hesitant to join the trade- 
union movement. 

The Urban League realized the country was on a wave of a greater 
movement of organized labor, and realized if Negroes did not join they 
would miss the train 10 years hence. We spent $30,000 or $40,000 in¬ 
doctrinating Negroes on the importance of trade-union membership 
and the ways inembers of a minority group can protect their status. 

That was an ideal organization for the Communists to capture, and 
they did. They grabbed one in New York City; we had to kill it off. 
They grabbed another, I think in Pennsylvania, and we had to kill that 
off. The Communists were never barred from entering, but as soon as 
we found that a council was being subverted from its true purposes and 
was becoming a mere mechanism for the propagation of Communist 
strategy, we would close it down and open another. That kept us 
going all over the country. 

I would say from that experience that my first two statements are 
correct. 

Their methods are to go into an organization; if there is a fee, to pay 
the fee; if activity is the measure of membership, to be very active; 
but by one means or other to get a large number of members to go in 
and to gravitate, generally not to the presidency or highest post, but 
to some minor post that is a good look-out post, and then at various 
points to exert open or covered control that will keep the movement 
going along Communist Party policy, or at least not opposed to it. 

In 1936 or 1937 I wandered into the support, and ultimately became 
chairman, of a committee for the aid of Loyalists in Spain. At that 
time most liberal Americans were concerned with the Spanish war and 
were supporting the Spanish Loyalist cause. I pride myself on being 
a person of liberal impulses. I made a contribution of an ambulance 
to demonstrate Negro support of the Spanish Loyalists. 

My contribution must have been gratifyingly large, because almost 
immediately I had an invitation to become chairman of the commit¬ 
tee. Being very susceptible at that stage—I was a country boy re¬ 
cently come to the large city—I accepted the chairmanship. The 
party members are very kind. They will take away from the chairman 
the responsibility for doing the work. I didn’t keep up with what was 
happening. This is a confession of stupidity. 

Suddenly I found that this committee was being used for the pur¬ 
poses of the Communist Party in denouncing aid to Great Britain. It 
was called to my attention by certain non-Communist members, and 
I immediately called a meeting. 
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As usual, the non-Communist members came or did not come, ac¬ 
cording to their convenience. The Communist members showed up. 
I found we were only a branch and did not have authority. When I 
expressed myself on Keeping this organization out of Communist pol¬ 
itics, there was a tremendous and well-organized resistance from a 
majority of those present, and they out-voted me. The vote was that 
the course would continue along the previous line. Whereupon I, by 
letter, circulated a statement among the total membership of the com¬ 
mittee, and we got a vote to close the committee down. That is the 
only thing we could do. It was captured then. 

Mr. Stokes. Where can the line be drawn between Communist-front 
activities and Ncoto progressive activities ? 

Mr. Granger. At certain times you can’t draw the line, because at 
times it is Communist Party policy completely to accept a given Negro 
movement. For example, a program against lynching. Every zealous 
Communist Party member will denounce lynching and will serve in a 
protest movement against lynching. You can’t tell the difference. 
The difference can be established where a movement becomes not 
wholly moral but partly political, and if an alert person knows what 
the objectives of the organization are, he can tell when the effort is 
made to push the organization on the tracks of the Communist express. 

This Committee tor the Aid of Loyalist Spain was an example. As 
long as we were talking about our hopes for Loyalist victory against 
Fascist forces, we were all agreed and all righteous. But when we 
talked about the outbreak of war and boycotting aid to Great Britain 
and France, then it became political. 

Mr. Stokes. You implied that there are instancy where Commu¬ 
nists seize issues in which Negroes must assert an interest. That is 
sometimes classified as fellow-travelers. Are there two kinds of fellow- 
travelers, would you say? 

Mr. Granger. No. I would say there are full-time fellow-travelers 
and part-time fellow-travelers. There are people of my acquaintance¬ 
ship who, as long as I have known them, have not deviated from the 
Communist line. In following the line they have backtracked and 
hurled around with marvelous agility, yet they have never deviated 
from the Communist line. I would call them full-time fellow- 
travelers. 

There are others who, because of their interest in their own concern, 
are not too scrupulous of what use is made of their interest. They 
will go along 5 months or so and then drop out. I would call those 
part-time fellow-travelers. They are really the tools of the Com¬ 
munist Party. 

Mr. Velde. May I ask a question at this point? Don’t you feel that 
these fellow-travelers who are full-time fellow-travelers, who refuse 
to admit their membership in the Communist Party but follow the 
Communist line consistently, are more dangerous than the actual mem¬ 
ber who admits membership in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Granger. I think at times they are more effective because they 
do not admit their membership. Our policy is not to worry about 
whether a man has a card or not. Look at his record. 

Mr. Velde. I have a favorite expression along that line. I have 
often said if a person talks like a duck and walks like a duck and 
swims like a duck, he is a duck, and I think that is true of persons 
who consistently follow the party line. 
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I appreciate your very fine statement here, and I think it represents 
the vie'ws of the majority of your people. You were talking about 
FEPC and civil rights. Do you think that support of these various 
measures, here in Congress, for instance, by the Communist Party, 
acts as a deterrent to their passage? 

Mr. Granger. No ; I doirt think so. I think it can be advertised 
as a deterrent, but I think any Congressman is intelligent enough to 
know that the civil-rights program represents the warm aspirations of 
all Negroes, and I think they know, also, that Communists would drop 
Negroes in a moment if it served their purposes. So I would say this, 
that a hostile reaction to legislation because Communists happen to 
support it is a confession of a private conviction against that legislation 
on the part of Congressmen. 

Mr. Velde. I am glad to hear you say that. I feel somewhat the 
same way, although I think sometimes Communist support of a piece 
of legislation acts against the passage of the legislation. 

Mr. Granger. It can act as an expedient. 

Mr. Stokes. I would like to ask you whether or not you think that 
the organizational structure of Negro protest organizations as of this 
time, in their weakness, invites infiltration by Communists ? 

Mr. Granger. No. I would say most Negro organizations now, 
those that are really responsible, are pretty much on guard. There 
are some that, in their very nature as mass movements, cannot limit 
people because of their religious or political beliefs, but where Com¬ 
munists move in the leadership are sufiiciently educated to know it. 
Sometimes I think it is better to let the Communists move in and then 
•chop off their heads after they move in. 

As long as the boys are running around in public shouting, you know 
what they are saying. When they go underground, Joe Stalin will 
know what they are saying. 

Mr. Stokes. I would like to have yotir permission, Mr. Chairman, to 
ask Mr. Granger one or two things which I realize he may be reluctant 
to project here, but Mr. Granger has rendered distinguished service to 
the Nation on many fronts. Mr. Granger, please tell the committee 
some of the things you have done for the Government. 

Mr. McSweenet. We will be glad to have that .background. 

Mr. Granger. I don’t mind bragging at all. 

I have been with the National Urban League since 1934, and have 
been executive director and chief operating head of that agen^ since 
1941, and I hope to stay in there as long as I am able to work. It is the 
highest recognition I have received. 

During the war, of course, I was in World War I as one of the first 
Negro officers who managed to get gold and silver bars. In World 
War II, I was fortunate in beiim selected to serve as a special assistant 
to Mr. Forrestal, then Navy Secretary, and I traveled extensively 
throughout the whole continental area advising on problems involving 
Negro personnel. Mr. Forrestal thought well of my service, as did 
the President, and I received the Navy Distinguished Civilian Service 
Medal and the President’s Medal for Merit. 

In the field of social work I have been honored by professional organ¬ 
izations. I served as first vice president of the American Association 
of Social Workers, which is a professional organization, and I am cur- 
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rently serving as elected first vice president and acting president of the- 
National Conference of Social Workers, which has some 8,000 members^ 
I am on the editorial board of the Social Work Yearbook, and my 
alma mater, Dartmouth College, conferred on me an honorary 
doctorate. 

I could go on at great length. 

Mr. Stokes. Please do. 

Mr. Granger. I am trying deliberately to say that the Urban League 
is an established organization, and in this statement, though I speak as 
an individual, I try to speak the philosophy of the Urban League, and 
if I have bragged about my background it is only to typify the mem¬ 
bership of the Urban League. We are awfully good stuff in the Urban 
League. 

Mr. McSweeney. Were you at the Robeson homecoming rally? 

Mr. Granger. No. I knew in advance what was going to be said^ 
and I saved the time. 

Mr. McSweeney. Were you ever approached by anyone to become 
a member of the Communist Party, or to beciome a fellow-traveler? 

Mr. Granger. No. I have been approached in various capacities.. 
For instance, the Negro Labor Victory Committee, organized at Har¬ 
lem, which was left-wing. I was asked to be honorary president. Just 
a short time previously I had been denounced by tne Communists 
because I was one of the members of the Social Service Employees^ 
Union who opposed the union’s stated policy and put on a mass meet¬ 
ing at Atlantic City designed to win workers over to support for Great 
Britain and France. That was in April or May of 1941. Those of us 
who participated in that rally were denounced by the union’s leaders 
and were threatened with expulsion for what they called union-split- 
ting. 

In the midst of that, Soviet Russia was attacked, and a short time 
later I was approached by the Negro Labor Victory Committee and 
asked to be their honorary president. I considered it an insult. Three 
months previously I was an S. O. B.—Sigma Omega Beta. I said: “If 
I was a dirty dog in May, I am today and you don’t want me. If I 
wasn’t a dirty dog in May, you are today and I don’t want you.” 

I wasn’t asKed to serve on anything else. 

Mr. McSweeney. You referred to the Urban League. I know of the 
splendid work of the Urban League in my district in Ohio. Has it 
collaborated with groups of white people, or groups of people striving 
to combat communism, or are you operating pretty much alone? 

Mr. Granger. We operate as a professional social service agency^ 
and as tempting as the invitation is, we generally refuse invitations 
to ^o out of our field. We don’t have lawyers on our staff. We have 
trained social leaders. So the movements we cooperate with are those 
working along the same line. 

Mr. McSweeney. Do you feel today that the labor organizations 
are helping to break down prejudices? I have noticed those in my 
own district are trying to break down prejudices. 

Mr. Granger. I think labor unions are doing a good job along that 
line. 

Mr^ McSweeney. Mr. Velde, have you anything further? 

Mr. Velde. No. 

Mr. McSweeney. Mr, Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner No. 
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Mr. McSweeney. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dr. Johnson. 

Mr. McSweeney. Dr. Johnson, will you raise your right hand? Do 
you swear the testimony you will give before this subcommittee shall 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you. 
God? 

Dr. Johnson. I do. 

Mr. McSweeney. Mr. Stokes, you kindly brought out about Mr. 
Granger’s background at the end of his testimony. I think it might 
be well for you to have the doctor state his background now. 

SWOEN TESTIMONY OF DE. CHAELES S. JOHNSON 

Mr. Stokes. Will you give your full name and address and when' 
and where you were bom ? 

Dr. Johnson. My name is Charles S. Johnson. I am living in 
Nashville, Tenn. I am serving as president of Fisk University. I 
was born in Bristol, Va. 

Mr. Stokes. Will you relate your academic experiences and posi¬ 
tions held and contributions made to the educational field? 

Dr. Johnson. I began my academic career, after leaving the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago, first working as a research director for the Urban 
Lea^e, then as research director for the National Urban League, then, 
as director of the department of social sciences at Fisk University. I 
have been president of that institution 2 years. 

Mr. Stokes. What is the size of that institution, Fisk University f 

Dr. Johnson. We have about 1,000 students. 

Mr. Stokes. Is it not true that you are the author of some volumes 
dealing with social issues ? 

Dr. Johnson. Yes. I have written a number of volumes, about 
10 or 12, I suppose, dealing with social issues, with race relations^ 
with education and the South. 

(Eepresentative Velde leaves.) 

Mr. Stokes. Touching a bit more on the academic field, have you: 
not served as a delegate to educational conferences in this country anA 
abroad ? Will you tell us something about that, please ? 

Dr. Johnson. I have served as United States delegate to the first 
conference of UNESCO in Paris, and to the secohd conference in 
Mexico City; as member of the President’s Board on Foreign Scholar¬ 
ships under the Fulbright Act; as a member of an International 
Commission, under the old League of Nations, to Liberia. 

I worked with the Department of Agriculture, Department of Labor,. 
Children’s Bureau, and served on committees with some of those 
Departments, including the Department of Justice and the Depart¬ 
ment of Commerce. 

Mr. Stokes. Are you a veteran? 

Dr. Johnson. Yes. Not of this last war. I was a regimental ser¬ 
geant-major, Eight hundred third Pioneer Infantry, in the First 
World War, ana saw action in the Meuse Argonne offensive. 

Mr. Stokes. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Dr. Johnson. I am not now and never have been a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Stokes. Do you have a prepared statement? 
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Dr. Johnson. Yes. 

Mr. Stokes. Please proceed with your prepared statement. 

Dr. Johnson. Mr. Chairman, I have been asked by this committee 
to state my views, as an educator, regarding the loyalty of American 
Negroes. It would, of course, be presumptuous of me to attempt to 
speak for Negroes generally. I can only venture an opinion. Except 
ior the fact that in these days of international tension, many Amer¬ 
icans are seriously apprehensive about our national security, either 
because they know the character of the dangers, or do not know the 
character of these dangers, the question as to the loyalty of Negro 
Americans, in my opinion, would be more than unnecessary; it would 
be absurd. In one sense it is like asking if Tennesseeans, or Presby¬ 
terians, or foreign-born citizens, or American women, or persons with 
freckles, are loyal. They are all basically Americans whose group 
identification, whatever it might be, stands in very incidental relation¬ 
ship to their basic loyalty and belief in themselves, as citizens. 

Considering the long untarnished historical record of Negroes in 
times of national emergency,, it is difficult to escape a feeling of dis¬ 
appointment that motives and actions of such clarity could be so 
imperfectly read. 

As in any segment of the population, there will be found varieties of 
opinion on national issues, and various methods of expressing these 
views. This is, as I understand it, a freedom provided and encouraged 
hy the form and philosophy of the Government of which Negroes, like 
all the rest, are a part, and under whose protection they live. 

There has been, to my knowledge, no attempt, or advocacy, over the 
long history of this population, either through poverty of intellect or 
excess of passion, to subvert the principles or form of this Government. 

A moment’s reflection would reveal that the consistent objective of 
this group has been that of hastening the achievement of the Amer¬ 
ican democratic ideal. In this respect they have shown not only an 
unshakable loyalty, but a persistent faith in the future and destiny of 
the Nation and all its people. They have been both willing and eager 
to pay the price of their citizenship. 

It is, perhaps, pertinent to say that my observations have not been 
oasual and superficial. For the past 25 years, as a sociologist, a con¬ 
siderable part of my professional life has been devoted to social re¬ 
search, in the South and North, and to the teaching of Negro youth. 
Through this activity there has been exposure, in one way or another, 
to the social attitudes of no less than a hundred thousand Negro 
families. 

It can be said categorically, that however unhappy some of the indi¬ 
viduals niay have been, in stressful and provocative situations, no 
hint of disloyalty has been voiced. 

This is not an attitude, I hasten to say, that might be attributed to 
fear, for among them there were many who feared neither death nor 
disgrace. Where there has been resentment it has been not against 
the form of government, but against those who misinterpreted or 
sought to abuse the purpose and power of government, and vitiate its 
cherished freedoms. 

If we examine the familiar indices of national loyalty, the efforts 
and ambitions of American Negroes have at times been embarrassingly 
excessive. In time of war they have pleaded for combat service, for 
the supreme hazards of military service. 
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The Negro press has insisted upon this opportunity. In periods of 
voluntary enlistment it has been necessary to curb their numbers. 
They have offered and risked their lives freely for their country even 
while bitterly resenting, at times, the conditions under which they 
were permitted to die in honor. 

As servants, messengers, chauffeurs, as well as common soldiers and 
officers, they have held information useful to the enemy. If there is 
record of any such information being divulged for personal profit, 
or out of misplaced loyalty, or racial resentment, it has yet to come ta 
my attention. In fact, where special security measures have been 
required it has often been Negro troops who were called upon to 
provide the ultimate safeguards. 

I am aware of the current concern about security, which takes on a 
new and obsessive character, with the danger of unsuspected elements 
of weakness within the national structure. The discovery of such 
weakness, I well understand, can be an important factor in the strategy 
of modern warfare. It is my candid opinion that neither the new 
strategy in action nor the greatly increased level of education and 
alertness of the Negro population to national and international issues 
has in an important degree changed the basic position of complete 
loyalty to American democratic ideals or the structure of the National 
Government. 

There are, however, two regretable circumstances that should be 
mentioned, even though it must certainly be already known to this 
committee: If there is any belief that Negro citizens hold and have 
been consistent in expressing, it is that inequalities among common 
citizens, and racial discriminations, should be removed from American 
life. Many of them, with no thought or interest in any other philoso¬ 
phy or form of government, have advocated the removal of these 
barriers to full citizenship, and in some instances have joined or con¬ 
tributed to organizations that had this as their objective. The fact 
that some other political doctrine is also against these same objectives, 
has with pathetic anomalousness tended to rob a fundamental Amer¬ 
ican tenet of one of its strongest virtues. 

Wanting the elimination of inequalities and racial discrimination 
is not wanting to subvert the Government. Rather, it would seem 
to be wanting to preserve our form of government from the subversion 
of those who would give strength and truth to assertions from un¬ 
friendly sources, whether as observation or calculated propaganda,- 
that these inequalities and inhumanities are tolerated in America. 

A second unfortunate circumstance is the fact that many short¬ 
sighted and perhaps emotionally disturbed persons, knowing the un¬ 
favorable popular meaning of the term ‘‘communism,” employ it with 
calculated malevolence to prejudice the public against the oojects of 
their personal hostility and aversion. I have heard some of the most 
sacred tenets of our democracy and of our Christian tradition referred 
to as being inspired by Moscow. What is really meant in these cir¬ 
cumstances is that a particular personal prejudice cannot of its own 
merit, or that of any respectable argument, win its case unaided by 
prejudice and hysteria. 

Mr. Chairman, I give this testimony as an American citizen wha 
believes in the philosophy and future of this Nation. Further, I give 
this testimony as a Negro American who believes that he speaks a 
sentiment like that held by millions of others, that the highest achiev- 
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able ends and goals of living are here. These ends must still be worked 
for and struggled for, and in this restless seeking there is a patriotic 
service of the heart, deeper'in its meaning and integrity than the mere 
uttering of slogans with the lips. 

Mr. McSweeney. Dr. Johnson, I want you to know that I am very 
proud to have these statements of yours and Mr^ Granger’s go into the 
records of this committee. I think they give a new concept to all of 
us of the people in your group. 

Any questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Stokes. Dr. Johnson, there is a concept which has been identi¬ 
fied with the thinking of certain segments of our population that if 
the Negro is as smart as he says he is, and he is being treated unjustlv 
in many areas, as is well known, if he is not a Communist, why isn’t 
he? 

Dr. Johnson. Well, I would give three reasons there, just as specu¬ 
lation. The first is that I am not so certain that a tremendous number 
of people know what communism is. The second is that the Negroes 
are rooted in this country, in the life of this country, and they seek 
their fortunes and futures here; and they feel—am speaking now, 
interpreting as an opinion—they feel that it is infinitely better to rest 
their case with the internal correction of their grievances than to fly 
to fates unknown, untested. The third is, I believe that Negroes, like 
Americans generally, are profoundly loyal to the higher purposes and 
future of our democratic form of government, our democratic way 
of life. 

There are imperfections of a most serious character in the way of 
life. These imperfections are being corrected slowly, we feel too 
slowly, but there is a sense of forward movement, and there does not 
seem to be any form of government or projection of the future that 
holds more for all of the people than our own. 

Mr. Stokes. Thank you. 

Mr. McSweeney. Any further questions? 

Mr. Stokes. No further questions. 

Mr. McSweeney. I was in combat service in the Second World War 
in Italy, and I foimd that the Fascists had tried to impregnate the 
minds of the younger Italians with the Fascist movement. Have you 
seen any evidence of anybody trying to impregnate your students with 
what we might call subversive concepts? 

Dr. Johnson. I can’t say I have found very much evidence of it, 
although there are efforts, wlfich I approve, to make the Ne^o youth 
aware of and discontented with a level of citizenship which is not up 
to our best standards nationally. I can’t honestly say I have ob¬ 
served direct operations of individuals who were bringing Communist 
principles, as such, to them. Our student organization I know fairly 
well. Individual students I know fairly well. I don’t feel there is 
much political activity on our campus, not quite enough general po¬ 
litical activity, and very little that I can observe that has any rela¬ 
tionship to communism. 

Mr. McSweeney. Before we dismiss you. Dr. Johnson, I think I 
ought to make an explanation to the witnesses, to the ladies and gen¬ 
tlemen of the press, and to the other people present, as to why my 
colleagues were unable to attend the hearing this morning. 

May I say, members of this committee are members of other com¬ 
mittees as well. I have the honor myself of being a member of the 
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Eules Committee, and that committee is having a meeting this morn¬ 
ing. Members of this committee are on among the most important 
•committees of the House, and they had to take today to attend meet¬ 
ings of other committees of which they are members and to take care 
of the week’s work, and they are very sorry not to be here to hear 
this very, very important testimony. 

Mr. Tavenner, is there one more witness for the morning? 

Mr. Tavenner. Call Mr. Clark. 

Mr. Wood. You solemnly swear the testimony you will give this 
subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? ^ 

Mr. Clark (C. B.). I do. 

SWORN TESTIMONY OF C. B. CLARK 

Mr. Stokes. Will you give your full name and address, please? 

Mr. Clark. C. B. Clark, 3631 Fairwood Street, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mr. Stokes. When and where were you bom? 

Mr. Clark. July 21,1905, Newport News, Va. 

Mr. Stokes. You are here in response to an invitation by the Com¬ 
mittee on Un-American Activities? 

Mr. Clark. I am. 

Mr. Stokes. Do you have a prepared statement? 

Mr. Clark. I do. 

Mr. Stokes. Do you mind if I ask if you are now or ever have been 
a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Clark. I am not now nor have I ever been a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Wood. Do you have a prepared statement you desire to read? 
Mr. Clark. I do. 

Mr. Wood. Proceed. 

Mr. Clark. There is perhaps no time in the glorious history of our 
great Nation when it has been so important to evaluate the contribu¬ 
tions of the Negro to the mal^g of this history and building of the 
United States than the preset! 

Today, when the loyalty of the Negro is in question, it would be 
well for you to look back over the pages of some of our written his¬ 
tory, to delve into our national. State, and local archives, to but find 
that wherever white Americans have done battle to establish and per¬ 
petuate freedom and democracy, he has been aided, abetted and some¬ 
times led by his black brother. 

The American Negro holds it as his inalienable right to defend or 
fight for his country, for he and his ancestors have purchased a far 
greater share of it with their blood than many of the bigots who would 
deny them full participation in the fruits of their sacrifices. 

To believe or even think that the Negro will not fight against any 
enemy of his country is asinine. 

I have been informed that the reason for my invitation here is due 
to the unique record of my family, in that a search of the records 
indicates that one or more of my male ancestors has fought in every 
war since the Eevolution. There is, however, nothing unique in this 

‘Tpstimony of Mann1ii*r Johnson. Immediately following that of Dr. Charles S. Johnson, 
is printed separately under same title, part 2. Morning session recessed at 12: 55 a. m., 
reconvened at 2:30 p. m., Clarence B. Clark taking the witness stand at 4:05 p. m. 
Representatiye Wood came in and assumed chair at 3:46 p. m. 
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phase of my family history, as there are over 300 Negro families in 
the United States who can directly trace their lineage back to those 
500 Negro soldiers who stood with General Washington in the uni¬ 
form of the Continental Army at Yorktown, as he received Cornwallis’ 
sword. 

Through all of the wars, black Americans have stood shoulder to 
shoulder with white Americans, to repel or fight any and every enemy 
of the United States. From the Commons of Boston to the beach¬ 
heads of Salerno, Okinawa, Iwo Jima, and Normandy, Negro blood 
has flown freely and willingly in the cause of democracy, and there 
has never been a Benedict Arnold among them. 

The Negro today is no different in the belief of his right, his duty 
and his privilege to defend his country than his forebears. And 
without fear of refutation, I say he will again fight unless prevented 
by the actions of bigoted fellow Americans. 

Communist-inspired propaganda has recently successfully man¬ 
aged to smear the Negro population of the United States as potential 
traitors in the event of a conflict with Kussia. These allegations, we 
can assure you, are not true. A vast majority of Negroes have no 
respect for Kussia, no love for communism, nor belief in any foreign 
ideology. They Imow that the United States is their heritage, far 
more so than many whites who are citizens of it. They seek only to 
enjoy fully those privileges guaranteed them under the Constitu¬ 
tion—those of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness—throughout 
the entire United States. 

No doubt the emissaries of communism feel that because we fight 
discrimination here in the United States, that the American Negro 
would betray his heritage. But 99 and 99/lOOths percent of us cry 
out that this is our own, our native land, and we will ever fight to 
preserve it. 

In closing, the American Negro feels about the United States as a 
Negro corporal, addressing a group of officers at Henley Field, Tex., 
said: 

My wife and I may squabble and fight kke cats and dogs. However, the 
moment an outsider or neighbor interferes, we stop fighting, kick hell out of the 
interferer, and then go on back fighting to adjust the home. 

To you, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, I can say, 
coming from Pennsylvania, the State where I live and where I have 
been an investigator, district attorney, and have held various other 
offices in my county, where I am considered to perhaps know more men 
of the street than any other man, that these are the opinions of those 
people. 

T^en the papers in Pittsburgh published that I would be called 
here, for a couple days before coming my phone rang continuously. 
In my office my secretary, and in my home my wife, were bothered by 
people of the street, and from the mines, calling up and saying: 

We are glad you are going. We know you will tell the committee, and we 
hope you will tell President Truman and whomever you will speak to, that we 
will fight anybody if they interfere with the United States. What we do here to- 
adjust our own differences and rights is our own business, but as to Russia or 
anybody else, we would give them no help. 

Mr. Stokes. From your statement I am led to believe you are a 
veteran; is that true ? 
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Mr. Clark. That is true. I am a disabled veteran. I was not 
drafted. I lowered my age and submitted myself to voluntary induc¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Stokes. You lowered your age and submitted yourself to vol¬ 
untary induction ? 

Mr. Clark. That right. Prior to submitting myself to volun¬ 
tary induction, I was a member of the local draft Iward. 

Mr. Stokes. Why did you manifest that anxiety to get into the 
war? 

Mr. Clark. For two reasons: First of all, I feel like the average 
Negro that this is my country. I will fight to preserve it. Secondly, 
I wanted to keep unbroken the record established by my family. 

Mr. Stokes. Would yon care to tell us the record established by 
your family ? I presume it is in a military way ? 

Mr. Clark. Yes. I can give you a brief history. 

The establisher of our family line was a slave known only as Jonas. 
He was probably born in or around Monticello, Va., in that he was a 
hostler and servant to George Rodgers Clark. In this capacity, I have 
been informed, he accompanied his master on most of the expeditions 
and served with him throughout the Revolutionary War. In the 
year 1780 he was granted his freedom, and all the issues of his body 
thereafter were declared to be free. This freedom was granted him 
because of his services; and Jonas, having taken the last name of his 
former master and companion, moved to what is now Alexandria, Va., 
where the family resided as freedmen for several generations, until 
around 1877. 

One of Jonas’ sons, Richard, married Eliza Boykin of Boston, Mass. 
Eliza Boykin was a niece of Peter Salem of Bunker Hill fame. Rich¬ 
ard Clark, along with his) brother-in-law, Charles Boykin, served 
through the war of 1812. 

I have a great uncle, George Clark, who served in the Mexican War. 

David Clark, a great uncle on my father’s side, served in the Civil 
War. 

Norris Clark, who is my immediate grandfather on my father’s side, 
served during the Civil War. 

And I even have a relative who served in the Confederate Army, 
George Washington Thomas, who was the son of his master and a 
slave, and accompanied his father to the Civil War and served on the 
Confederate side, and I believe later was granted a pension. 

Richard Clark, an uncle, served in the Spanish-American War. 

In World War I, my brother, H. T. Clark, who resides in Newport 
News, Va., served in the merchant marine, carrying horses, and so 
forth, to Europe. And my brother-in-law, W. H. Reeves, died as a 
result of that war. 

Of course I served in World War II. 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. Clark, I have purposely held this question in 
abeyance until the last: Will you tell us vour occupation, please ? 

Mr. Clark. At present I am on leave irom my position as deputy 
registrar of the Registration Commission of Allegheny County, under¬ 
going treatment at Walter Reed Hospital. 
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I am also a free-lance writer, making contributions to various news¬ 
papers, and have been appointed as special investigator for the regis¬ 
tration commission of election frauds. 

Mr. Stokes. Were you injured in the last war ? 

Mr. Clark. I was. 

Mr. Stokes. That is all. 

Mr. Wood. Coming as I do from a section of Georgia where there is^ 
almost an equality, numerically, between the Negro race and the white 
race, and having had the privilege of association with the NeOTO race 
all of my life, and being proud of the fact I am from the only State 
I know of where, in one county, everyone of age, black and white, 
volunteered for service in the last war, I would liKe you to carry back 
to your people that there never was any doubt on the part of this 
committee as to the patriotism of your race. You were a^ed to come 
here solely for the purpose of adding your voice to that of others to 
repudiate various utterances of certain individuals regarding the 
patriotism of the NeOTO race. 

Mr. Clark. Thank you. 

Mr. Wood. Any other witnesses? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, it might expedite matters t& call 
this other witness on Monday. 

Mr. Wood. Very well. 

The committee will stand adjourned until 10:30 Monday morning. 

(Thereupon, at 4:50 p. m. Thursday, July 14, 1949, an adjourn¬ 
ment was taken until 10:30 a. m., Monday, July 18, 1949.) 
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MONDAY, JULY 18, 1949 

United States House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee op the Committee on 

Un-American Activities, 

Washington^ D. C. 

PUBLIC SESSION 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:50 a. m. in 
room 226, Old House OflSlce Building, Hon. Burr P. Harrison preside 
ing. 

Subcommittee members present: Representatives Burr P. Harrison,. 
John McSweeney, Morgan M. Moulder, and Francis Case. 

StaflP members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Louis J.^ 
Eussell, senior investigator; John W. Carrington, clerk; Benjamin. 
Mandel, director of research; Alvin W. Stokes, investigator; and A.. 
S. Poore, editor. 

Mr. Harrison. The committee will come to order. 

I regret that because of illness the chairman, Mr. Wood, will not be 
present this morning. He has designated a subcommittee composed 
of Mr. McSweeney, Mr. Moulder, Mr. Case, and Mr. Harrison to con¬ 
duct this hearing, and has asked me to act as chairman of that sub¬ 
committee. 

I ask the witness to please stand. 

You solenmly swear the evidence you are about to give to this sub- 
committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Robinson. I do. 

Mr. Harrison. Take a seat. 

SWORN TESTIMONY OF JACK ROOSEVELT ROBINSON 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. Robinson, will you state your full name? 

Mr. Robinson. Jack Roosevelt Robinson. 

Mr. Stokes. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Robinson. Cairo, Ga., 1919. 

Mr. Stokes. Have you a prepared statement? 

Mr. Robinson. I have. 

Mr. Stokes. You msiy proceed. 

Mr. Robinson. Mr. Chairman, when the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities invited me to appear here today and express my-^ 
self on the subject of your present interest, I answered that I would 
be glad to do so, although it isn’t exactly pleasant to get involved in a 
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political dispute TYhen my field of earning a living is as far removed 
from politics as anybody can possibly imagine. 

I am sure you know that I am a professional ball player. Baseball 
has been called the great American sport because all Americans get 
their kicks out of the game in some way or other, no matter what their 
political or social connections may be. So it’s customary, and I sup¬ 
pose pretty sensible, for ball players to keep out of partisan politics or 
iiny other kind of arguments and contests that may split their sup¬ 
porting public. 

Of course it will be said, and it’s certainly true, that the question of 
-Communist activity in the United States isn’t partisan politics. But 
it’s also true that some of the policies of this committee have become 
political issues. And so, naturally, I have had a great many mes¬ 
sages come to me, by wire, phone, and letter, urging me not to show 
up at this hearing. And I ought to make it plain that not all of this 
urging came from Communist sympathizers. Of course, most of it 
did. But some came from people for whom I have a lot of respect and 
who are just as opposed to Communist methods as I am. 

And so it isn’t very pleasant for me to find myself in the middle of 
a public argument that has nothing to do with the standing of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers in the pennant race—or even the pay raise I am 
going to ask Mr. Branch Kickey for next year! 

So you’ll naturally ask, why did I stick my neck out by agreeing to 
be present, and why did I stand by my agreement in spite of advice to 
the contrary. It isn’t easy to find the answer, but I guess it boils down 
to a sense of responsibility. I don’t pretend to be any expert on com¬ 
munism or any other kind of a political “ism.” 

Going to college at UCLA, helping to fight a war, with about 10,- 
000,000 other fellows, trying to break into professional baseball and 
then trying to make good with the Dodgers, and trying to save some 
money for the time Tmen my legs lose their spring—all this, together 
with my family life, has been enough to keep me busy without be¬ 
coming an “expert”—except on base stealing or something like that. 

But you can put me down as an expert on being a colored American, 
with 30 years of experience at it. And just like any other colored per¬ 
son with sense enough to look around him and understand what he 
sees, I know that life in these United States can be mighty tough for 
people who,are a little different from the majority—in their skin color, 
or the way they worship their God, or the way they spell their names. 

I’m not fooled because I’ve had a chance open to very few Negro 
Americans. It’s true that I’ve been the laboratory specimen in a 
great change in organized baseball. I’m proud that I’ve made good on 
my assignment to the point where other colored players will find it 
easier to enter the game and go to the top. But I’m very well aware 
that even this limited job isn’t finished yet. There are only three ma¬ 
jor league clubs with only seven colored players signed up, out of close 
to 400 major league players on 16 clubs. 

But a start has been made, and progress goes on, and southern fans 
as well as northern fans are showing that they like the way things 
are working. And as long as the fans approve, we’re going to keep 
on making progress, until we go the rest of the way in wiping Jim 
Crow out of American sports. 

We are doing this because the American fans are just beginning to 
understand that a sport, to be a real sport, has got to be contested on 
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the basis of the best man or team winning—and that “best” has got 
nothing to do with how much brown or red or yellow tint is in a man’s 
skin. 

We’re going to make progress in other American fields besides 
baseball if we can get rid of some of the misunderstanding and con¬ 
fusion that the public still suffers from. I know I have a great desire 
and I think that I have some responsibility for helping to clear up 
that confusion. As I see it there has been a terrific lot of misunder¬ 
standing on this subject of communism among the Negroes in this 
country, and it’s bound to hurt my people’s cause unless it is cleared up. 

The white public should start toward real understanding by appre¬ 
ciating that every single Negro who is worth his salt is going to 
resent any kind of slurs and discrimination because of his race, and 
he is going to use every bit of intelligence such as he has to stop it. 
This has got absolutely nothing to do with what Communists may 
or may not be trying to do. And white people must realize that 
the more a Negro hates communism because it opposes democracy, 
the more he is going to hate any other influence that kills off democracy 
in this country—and that goes for racial discrimination in the Army, 
and segregation on trains and buses, and job discrimination because 
of religious beliefs or color or place of birth. 

And one other thing the American public ought to understand, 
if we are to make progress in this matter: The fact that it is a Com¬ 
munist who denounces injustice in the courts, police brutality, and 
lynching when it happens doesn’t change the truth of his charges. 
Just because Communists kick up a big fuss over racial discrimina¬ 
tion when its suits their purposes, a lot of people try to pretend that 
the whole issue is a creation of Communist imagination. 

But they are not fooling anyone with this kind of pretense, and 
talk about “Communists stirring up Negroes to protest,’’ on\j makes 
present misunderstanding worse than ever. Negroes were stirred up 
long before there was a Communist Party, and they’ll stay stirred up 
long after the party has disappeared—unless Jim Crow has disap¬ 
peared by then as well. 

I’ve been asked to express my views on Paul Robeson’s statement 
in Paris to the effect that American Negroes would refuse to fight 
in any war against Russia because we love Russia so much. I haven’t 
any comment to make on that statement except that if Mr. Robeson 
actually made it, it sounds very silly to me. But he has a right to 
his personal views, and if he wants to sound silly when he expresses 
them in public, that is his business and not mine. He’s still a famous 
ex-athlete and a great singer and actor. 

I understand that there are some few Negroes who are members 
of the Communist Party, and in the event of war with Russia they’d 
probably act just as any other Communist would. So would members 
of other minority and majority groups. There are some colored 
pacifists, and they’d act just like pacifists of any color. And most 
Negroes—and Italians and Irish and Jews ana Swedes and Slavs 
and other Americans—would act just as all these groups did in the 
last war. They’d do their best to keep their country out of war; 
if successful, they’d do their best to help their country win the war— 
against Russia or any other en^y that threatened us. 

This isn’t said as any defense of the Negro’s loyalty, because any 
loyalty that needs defense can’t amount to much in the long run* 
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And no one has ever questioned my race’s loyalty except a few people 
who don’t amount to very much. 

What I’m trying to get across is that the American public is off 
on the wrong foot when it begins to think of radicalism in terms of 
any special minority group. It is thinking of this sort that gets 
people scared because one Negro, speaking to a Communist group in 
Pans, threatens an organized boycott by 15,000,000 members of his 
race. 

I can’t speak for any 15,000,000 people any more than any other 
one person can, but I know that I’ve got too much invested for my 
wife and child and myself in the future of this country, and I and 
other Americans of many races and faiths have too much invested 
in our country’s welfare, for any of us to throw it away because of 
a siren song sung in bass. I am a reli^ous man. Therefore I 
cherish America where I am free to worship as I please, a privilege 
which some countries do not give. And I suspect that 999 out of 
almost any thousand colored Americans you meet will tell you the 
same thing. 

But that doesn’t mean that we’re going to stop fighting race dis¬ 
crimination in this country until we’ve got it licted. It means that 
we’re going to fight it all the harder because our stake in the future 
is so big. We can win our fight without the Communists and we 
don’t want their help. 

Mr. Harrison. Mr. Counsel, any questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. There are no questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. McSweeney. Mr. Chairman, I merely want to commend this 
fine young American for coming here and giving us this forthright 
statement, which I think he owes, in reality, to his people, but he has 
done it very liberally and I am very glad to have him here to give 
this very fine testimony today. 

Mr. Moulder. I join in what Mr. McSweeney has said in compli¬ 
menting you on the splendid statement you have made. I will add, 
it is not the purpose of this committee, in conducting these hearings, 
to question the loyalty of the Negro race. There is no question about 
that. It is to give an opportunity to you and others to combat the 
idea Paul Eobeson has given by his statements. I think you have 
rendered a great service to your country and to your people, and we 
are proud of you and congratulate you upon being the great success 
that you are in this great country of ours. 

Mr. Case. Mr. Kobinson, you have made a splendid statement 
here. I was interested in your reference to the fact that you were 
one of the several million boys who were fighting for this country 
during the war. Were you in the Army, or Air Force, or what 
, Jbranch of the armed services? 

Mr. Robinson. I was in the Army. 

Mr. Case. How long were you in the Army ? 

Mr. Robinson. Thirty-one months. 

Mr. Case. Thirty-one months? 

Mr. Robinson. Yes. 

Mr. Case. Did you serve some of that time overseas ? 

Mr. Robinson. No, I didn’t have a chance to go overseas because 
of an injury I received. I served as morale officer at Fort Riley 
and Camp Wolters, Tex. 
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Mr. Case. Did you find any program there, among boys of your 
race, that would indicate any kind of basis for the statement pur¬ 
ported to have been made by Paul Robeson ? 

Mr. Robinson. All I found was that the boys wanted to go over and 
fight and get the war over with so they could get back to their 
families. That is the only thing I found. I have had wires from some 
of the boys thanking me for expressing their views and saying what 
I did about their going over and fighting for these United States. 

Mr. Moulder. And you would do so again and again? 

Mr. Robinson. Yes, I would, very willingly. 

Mr. Case. You attended the University of California in Los 
Angeles? 

Mr. Robinson. Yes. 

Mr. Case. Where did you take your grade- and high-school work? 

Mr. Robinson. Pasadena, a suburb—I was going to say a suburb 
of Los Angeles, but I guess Los Angeles is a suburb of Pasadena. 

Mr. Case. Mr. Nixon doesn’t happen to be here this morning, so 
I think you can talk about California safely. 

In your school life, did you ever note any attitude on the part of 
members of your race that would give any support to the alleged state¬ 
ment by Mr. Robeson ? 

Mr. Robinson. I have never run across it any time. In my life 
I have never run across anybody of my race who would not fight for 
these United States because of his love for any other country. They 
would all fight for these United States to protect any rights they have. 

Mr. McSweeney. Have you ever been approached yourself to join 
any of these subversive organizations ? 

Mr. Robinson. I never was approached, but when I was a kid we 
were interested in the way they acted to get us to join. In Pasadena 
there used to be group out there of Communists. I don’t know how 
strong they were. But they used to send out young ladies to see if .we 
would join their organization. It was quite funny to us. We had 
enough sense to know what they were after, and none of the fellows in 
my group had any desire to join an organization like that. 

Mr. Harrison. Any other question ? 

(No response.) 

Mr. Harrison. The committee appreciates your position, and on 
behalf of the committee I thank you for your appearance here. 

Mr.. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the committee has received quite a 
few letters showing an extreme interest in this question, and I will ask 
the senior investigator, Mr. Russell, if those letters are in shape where 
they can be introduced in evidence now, or whether he will present 
them later. 

Mr. Russell. I will present them later. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is all. 

Mr. Harrison. Thank you. 

The committee stands adj oumed. 

(Thereupon, at 11:10 a. m. the meeting adjourned.) 
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Exhibits lNTRODucia> Into the Record During Testimony of Auvin W. Stokes 
AND Rabbi Benjamin Schultz, and Retained in the Files of the Ck)MMiTTEB 
ON Un-American Activities 

Stokes: 

Exhibit No. 1—Record of Committee on Un-American Activities relating 
to Paul Robeson. 

Exhibit No. 2—Statements allegedly made by Paul Robeson upon various 
occasions. 

Exhibit No. 3—Statements made by persons in repudiation of statements 
allegedly made by Paul Robeson. 

Schultz: 

Exhibit No. 1—^Daily Worker, August 3, 1948, “Cops Disrupt Mount Vernon 
Wallace Rally.” 

Exhibit No. 2—Daily Worker, August 2, 1948, pages 1 and 11, “Drunken 
Cop Shoots Two Negro War Vets.” 

Exhibit No. 3 —“To Secure Jewish Rights—The Communist Position,” 40- 
page pamphlet by Alexander Bittelman. 

Exhibit No. 4—Morning Freiheit, July 3, 1948, “Nuremberg in Washington.” 
Exhibit No. 5—Morning Freiheit, June 17, 1948, editorial, “American Air¬ 
planes Against Jewish Immigrants.” 

Exhibit No. 6—Morning Freiheit. June 10, 1948, “America, America, Ha! 
Ha!” 

Exhibit No. 7—^Morning Freiheit, December 16,1948. 

Exhibit No. 8—^Morning Freiheit, June 22, 1949, “They Are Looking for the 
Attackers of Walter Reuther, but They Arrest Only Negroes and Jews.” 
Exhibit No. 9—New York Day, July 1, 19^. 

Exhibit No. 10—Daily Worker, August 2, 1948, editorial, “Another Spy 
Frame-Up.” 

Exhibit No. 11—Detroit Jewish Chronicle, March 11, 1949. 

Exhibit No. 12—Jewish Review, Paterson Post, July 22, 1948. 

Exhibit No. 13—Jewish Review, Paterson Post, August 26,1948. 

Exhibit No. 14—Morning Freiheit, July 13,1948. 

Exhibit No. 15—Daily Worker, June 8,1^8. 

Exhibit No. 16—Folder, Henry Wallace’s “Greater New York Conference 
on Jewish Affairs,” September 26,1948. 

ExWhit No. 17—The Jewish Citizen, October 1948. 

Exhibit No. 18—Daily Worker, November 10, 1948. 

Exhibit No. 19—Los Angeles Voice, May 7, 1948. 

Exhibit No. 19a—Los Angeles Voice, May 14,1948. 

Exhibit No. 20—^Los Angeles Voice, May 28, 1948. 

Exhibit No. 21—Morning B^eiheit, November 11, 1948, page 3. 

Exhibit No. 22—Photostat of Los Angeles Jewish Voice, September 10, 1948. 
Exhibit No. 23—^Pravda, March 5,1949. 

Exhibit No. 24—Morning Freiheit, two cartoons, September 4, 1929, and 
September 19, 1929. 

Exhibit No. 25—The Day, New York, March 3, 1949. 

Exhibit No. 26—Detroit Jewish Chronicle, June 18, 1948. 

Exhibit No. 27—^Morning Freiheit, July 20,1948. 

Stokes Exhibit No. 1 

PAUL ROBESON 

The records, files, and publications of the Committee on Un-American Activi¬ 
ties reveal the following information concerning Paul Robeson; 

Soviet Russia Today, August 1936, page 13, published an article on Paul Robe¬ 
son and how he feels about the Soviet Union. Paul Robeson stated that, “the 
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Soviet Union is the only country I’ve ever been in, where I’ve felt completely at 
ease. I’ve lived in England and America and I’ve almost circled the globe—but 
for myself, wife, and son, the Soviet Union is our future home. For a while, 
however, I wouldn’t feel right going there to live. By singing its praises wher¬ 
ever I go, I think I can be of the most value to it. It’s too easy to go to the 
Soviet Union, breathe free air, and live ‘happily ever afterward’.” During a 
visit to Moscow he took occasion to visit a number of Soviet workers’ homes. One 
of them he visited was that of his brother-in-law, John Goode, employed in 
Moscow as a mechanic and bus driver. Robeson said that “he lives in a com¬ 
fortable airy apartment, plenty of sunlight, surrounded by a number of other 
workers who had places of the same sort. I don’t say everything’s perfect, but 
they’re building, improving all the time.” In the Daily Worker of October 11, 

1946, page 11, it states that when Robeson was questioned relative to his visits 
to the Soviet Union and the schooling his son got there, he said “My son had 
what I would call a very basic Soviet education.” In answer to the question 
as to whether he was a Communist, he replied “I characterize myself as an 
anti-Fascist.” However, he said he wasn’t a member though he would choose it 
over the Republicans, explaining that “in my association with Communists 
throughout the world, I have found them to be the first people to die, the first to 
sacrifice, and the first to understand fascism.” 

In several different instances Paul Robeson defended the Communist Party. 
In the July 23,1940, Daily Worker, page 1, he signed an open letter to President 
Roosevelt protesting against the attack on the right of the Communist Party to 
use the ballot. In the September 23, 1940, Daily Worker, page 4, he signed a 
statement urging ballot rights to Communists. The Communist Party of New 
York, N. Y., wrote a statement to the President, which defended the Communist 
Party, and it was signed by Paul Robeson and others. (Daily Worker, March 5, 
1941, p. 2.) The Daily Worker of April 22, 1947, pag^ 5, named Paul Robeson 
among the 100 Negro leaders who called upon President Truman and Congress “to 
repudiate decisively the Fascist-like proposal to illegalize the Communist Party.” 
According to the Daily Worker of April 21, 1947, page 1, when asked if he was 
a Communist, Robeson replied that “there are only two groups in the world 
today—Fascists and anti-Pascists. The Communists belong to the anti-Fascist 
group and I label myself an anti-Fascist. The Communist Party is a legal one 
like the Republican or Democratic Party and I could belong to either. I could 
iust as well think of joining the Communist Party as any other.” 

Paul Robeson defended the Communists and Communist candidates many 
times. He filed a Supreme Court brief in behalf of 12 Communist leaders and his 
photo appeared in the Daily Worker on January 9,1949, page 3, in this connection. 
When some of the Communist Party leaders were arrested in 1948, Paul Robeson 
sponsored a Statement by Negro Americans in behalf of these people. (Daily 
Worker, August 29,1948, p. 11; Daily Worker, August 23, 1948, p. 3.) The Daily 
Worker of September 16, 1940, page 1, named Paul Robeson as one of those who 
signed a statement by Negro leaders protesting attacks against Communist can¬ 
didates. A meeting was held in Madison Square Garden on March 17, 1941, hon¬ 
oring William Z. Foster, the national chairman of the Communist Party, on his 
sixtieth birthday. Paul Robeson sang at this event. (Daily Worker, March 19, 
1941, p. 5.) Paul Robeson was chairman of the Committee for the Reelection of 
Benjamin J. Davis, a Communist Party candidate. (Daily Worker, September 25, 
1945, p. 12.) An advertisement in the Washington Post of November 4, 1946, 
named Robeson as a member of the Citizens Committee for Robert Thompson and 
Benjamin J. Davis, who were Communist Party candidates. The Daily Worker 
also shows that Paul Robeson spoke at a dinner held in honor of Ben Davis. 
(October 20, 1947, issue, p. 7.) Paul Robeson was a supporter of the defense of 
Gerhart Eisler and Leon Josephson, Communists. (Daily Worker, April 28, 

1947, p. 4.) 

An article which appeared in Newsweek of June 2, 1947, and was reprinted in 
the Congressional Record on May 28, 1947, page A2e^, reported that Paul Robe¬ 
son “makes no secret of his sympathy for the [Communist] party.” 

Paul Robeson was a speaker at the meeting of the First National Encampment 
of Communist Veterans of World War II, which was to meet in Washington, D. C., 
on May 8, 1947, as shown by the Daily Worker of April 30. 1947, page 12. Gn 
page 3 of the Daily Worker, May 8,1947, Paul Robeson was named as an honored 
guest at the veterans’ encampment. 

According to the pamphlet. What Is APM?, page 12, Paul Robeson was a mem¬ 
ber of the National Council of the American Peace Mobilization. He was vice 
chairman of this organization, as shown in the Daily Worker of September 3, 
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1940, page 4. Paul Robeson spoke at the mass meeting of the American Peace 
MobiUzation in Washington, D. C., September 13, 1940. (Daily Worker, Sep¬ 
tember 13,1940, p. 4; Daily Worker, September 15,1940, p. 2.) 

The American Peace Mobilization was cited as “one of the most seditious or¬ 
ganizations which ever operated in the United States” and as an “instrument 
of the Communist Party line prior to Hitler’s attack on Russia” by the Special 
CJommittee on Un-American Activities, report, March 29, 1944, page 5; also cited 
in reports, June 25,1942, page 13; and January 2, 1943, pages 8 and 9. Attorney 
Greneral Francis Biddle cited the organization as “formed in the summer of 1940 
under the auspices of the Communist Party and the Young Communist League as 
a front organization designed to mold American opinion against participation in 
the war against Germany. ♦ ♦ ♦ The most conspicuous activity of American 

Peace Mobilization was the picketing of the White House, which began in April 

1941, in protest against lend-lease and the entire national defense pro¬ 
gram.^ ♦ * ♦ on the afternoon of June 21, 1941, he (Frederick V. Field, na¬ 

tional secretary) suddenly called off the picket line around the White House.” 
(Congressional Record, September 24, 1942, p. 7684.) Attorney General Tom 
Clark cited the American Peace Mobilization as “subversive” and “Communist” 
in letters furnished the Loyalty Review Board and released to the press by the 
United States Civil Service Commission, December 4, 1947, and September 21, 
1948. 

Paul Robeson was chairman of the Council on African Affairs according to 
the following sources: A letterhead dated May 17,1945; leaflet. What of Africa’s 
Peace in Tlomorrow’s World?; Pamphlet, Africa in the War; leaflet, The Job 
To Be Done; pamphlet, Seeing is Believing—Here is the Truth About South 
Africa, 1947; Daily Worker, March 29, 1948, page 7. Paul Robeson spoke at a 
rally of the Council on African Affairs in New York on April 25, 1947, as 
showmby a leaflet of this group. In the Daily Worker of April 19,1947, page 12, 
he was condemned by the Peoria City Council as “an avowed or active propa¬ 
gandist for un-American ideology.” 

The Council on African Affairs was cited as “subversive” and “Communist” 
by Attorney General Tom Clark in letters furnished the Loyalty Review Board 
and released to the press by the United States Civil Service Commission, De¬ 
cember 4,1947, and September 21,1948. 

Letterheads of the Civil Rights Congress dated March 4, 1948, and May 7, 
1948, named Paul Robeson as vice chairman of this group. The Daily Worker 
of January 18, 1949, page 11, listed him as vice chairman and speaker before 
the group. 

The Daily Worker of October 21, 1947, page 5, showed that Paul Robeson 
signed the call for the national conference of the Civil Rights Congress in Chi¬ 
cago. Paul Robeson and Eugene Dennis, a Communist Party member, spoke at 
a meeting of the Civil Rights Congress. (Daily Worker, November 5, 1947, 
p. 5.) He also spoke at the national conference of this group when it met 
in Chicago, according to the Daily Worker of November 19, 1947, page 6. The 
Daily Worker of January 29, 1948, page 10, named him as a speaker at the rally 
of the garment division of the Civil Rights Congress. Paul Robeson sponsored 
the freedom crusade of the Civil Rights Congress and protested the indictment 
of 12 Communist leaders. (Daily Worker. December 31, 1948, p. 3.) As shown 
by the Daily Worker of November 4, 1947, page 16, Paul Robeson supported 
the Civil Rights Congress. He was also a member of the delegation of the 
Civil Rights Congress. (Daily Worker, December 20,1948, p. 4.) 

The Civil Rights Congress was cited by the Congressional Committee on Un- 
American Activities in its report dated September 2, 1947, pages 2 and 19, as 
an organization formed in April 1946 as a merger of two other Communist- 
front organizations (International Labor Defense and the National Federation 
for (Constitutional Liberties) ; “dedicated not to the broader issues of civil liber¬ 
ties, but specifically to the defense of individual Communists and the Com¬ 
munist Party” and “controlled by individuals who are either members of the 
Communist Party or openly loyal to it.” Attorney General Tom Clark cited 
the organization as “subversive” and “Communist” in letters furnished the 
Loyalty Review Board and released to the press by the United States Civil 
Service Commission December 4,1947, and September 21,1948. 

A letterhead of January 18, 1939, named Paul Robeson as a member of the 
executive committee of the China Aid Council of the American League for Peace 
and Democracy. 

. The China Aid Council was cited by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities in its report dated .Tune 25. 1942, as a subsidiary of the American 
League for Peace and Democracy, page 16. 
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The American League for Peace and Democracy was cited by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities as “the largest of the Communist front 
movements in the United States ♦ ♦ ♦ formerly known as the American 

League Against War and Fascism, and, at the time of its inception, as the United 
States Congress Against War * ♦ ♦ The league contends publicly that it 

is not a Communist-front movement, yet at the very beginning Communists 
dominated it. Earl Browder was its vice president.’’ “An examination of the 
program of the American League will show that the organization was nothing 
more nor less than a bold advocate of treason.’’ (Reports, January 3, 1939, pp. 
69-71, and March 29, 1944, p. 37; also cited in reports, January 3, 1940, p. 10; 
January 3, 1941, p. 21; June 25, 1942, pp. 14-16; and .lanuary 2, 1943, p. 8.). 
Attorney (General Francis Biddle cited the organization as established in the 
United States in 1937 as successor to the American League Against War and 
Fascism “in an effort to create public sentiment on behalf of a foreign policy 
adapted to the interests of the Soviet Union.” “The American League for Peace 
and Democracy * ♦ ♦ was designed to conceal Communist control, in ac¬ 

cordance with the new tactics of the Communist International.’’ (Congressional 
Record, September 24, 1942, pp. 7683 and 7684.) Attorney General Tom Clark 
cited the organization as “subversive” and “Communist” in letters furnished 
the Loyalty Review Board and released to the press by the United States Civil 
Service Commission June 1, 1948, and September 21, 1948. 

Paul Robeson entertained at the Chicago Peace Mobilization of the Emer¬ 
gency Peace Mobilization as shown by the Daily Worker of August 13, 1940, 
page 5. He was a singer at the Anti-Conscription Rally and Chicago Peace Rally, 
affiliates of the Emergency Peace Mobilization, which met in Chicago on August 
31, 1940, and September 1, 1940. (Leaflet, Defend America Now; Daily Worker, 
August 31, 1940, p. 1.) The Daily Worker of September 3, 1940, page 1 named 
Paul Robeson as vice chairman of the Emergency Peace Mobilization to lead 
delegates to the White House. 

The Emergency Peace Mobilization was cited by the Special Committee on 
Un-American Activities in its report dated March 29, 1944, pages 105, 156, and 
169, as a Communist front which came forth, after Stalin signed his pact with 
Hitler, to oppose the national defense program, lend-lease, conscription, and 
other American warmongering efforts. It immediately preceded the American 
Peace Mobilization in 1940. “The American Peace Mobilization ♦ * ♦ was 

formally founded at a meeting in Chicago at the end of August 1940, known as 
the Emergency Peace Mobilization.” (Attorney General Francis Biddle, Con¬ 
gressional Record, September 24,1942, p. 7684.) 

A 1947 catalog of the winter term for George Washington Carver School 
listed Paul Robeson as a member of the board of directors. The George Wash¬ 
ington Carver School was cited as an adjunct in New York City of the Com¬ 
munist Party by Attorney General Tom Clark in a letter furnished the Loyalty 
Review Board, December 4, 1947. 

A letterhead under date of February 26,1946, named Paul Robeson as a national 
sponsor of the Spanish Refugee Appeal of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Commit¬ 
tee. The Daily Worker of December 3, 1948, page 12, listed him as a performer 
at a meeting of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee’Committee. 

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee was cited as a “Communist-front 
organization headed by Edward K. Barsky” by the Special Committee on Un- 
American Activities in its report dated March 29, 1944, page 174. Attorney Gen- 
oral Tom Clark cited the organization as “subversive” and “Communist” in letters 
furnished the Loyalty Review Board and released to the press by the United 
States Civil Service Commission, December 4, 1947, and September 21, 1948. 

Paul Robeson was a national sponsor and a sponsor of the Medical Bureau and 
North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy, according to letterheads 
of July 6,1938, and February 2,1939, respectively. 

“In 1937-38, the Communist Party threw itself wholeheartedly into the cam¬ 
paign for the support of the Spanish Loyalist cause, recruiting men and organiz¬ 
ing multifarious so-called relief organizations.” Among these was the Medical 
Bureau and North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. (Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, report, March 20, 1944, p. 82.) 

The Daily Worker of April 19, 1947, page 4, named Paul Robeson as one of 
the sponsors of the May Day Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. 
He was a member of the same committee for the May Day Parade. (Dally 
Worker, April 28, 1947, p. 3.) The Daily Worker of April 18, 1947, page 4, 
listed Paul Robeson as a proposed speaker for the May Day parade. Paul Robe¬ 
son was one of the marshalls for the United May Day Parade. (The Worker, 
AprMiCTrl947; p. 2.) 
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‘‘The May Day Parade in New York City is an annual mobilization of Com¬ 
munist strength.” (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, report, March 
29,1944, p. 179.) 

A Call to a Win the Peace Conference held in the National Press Building, 
Washington, D. C., on April 5 to 7, 1946, named Paul Robeson as one of the spon¬ 
sors of the ^oup (dlso Daily Worker, March 5, 1946). A ^Summary of the pro¬ 
ceedings of this conference showed that Paul Robeson was elected cochairman, 
with Col. Evans F. Carlson, of the National Committee to Win the Peace. On 
June 13, 1946, Paul Robeson spoke at the Win the Peace Rally to Stop World War 
III, sponsored by the National Committee to Win the Peace, as shown by a hand¬ 
bill of the rally. According to a letterhead of February 28, 1946, and the Daily 
Worker of May 9, 1946, page 3, Paul Robeson was a sponsor and cochairman, 
respectively, of the Win the Peace Conference. He was the cochairinan of the 
New York Committee to Win the Peace. (Letterhead dated June 1, 1946; New 
York Committee Call to Win the Peace Conference, June 28 and 29, 1946.) Paul 
Robeson sponsored the Conference on China and the Far East (called by the 
National Committee to Win the Peace; and the Committee for a Democratic Far 
Eastern Policy) which was held in San Francisco. (Call to Conference, dated 
October 18-20, 1946.) 

The National Committee to Win the Peace was cited as “subversive” and 
“Communist” by Attorney General Tom Clark in letters furnished the Loyalty 
Review Board and released to the press by the United States Civil Service Com¬ 
mission, December 4,1947, and September 21,1948. 

The Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy was cited as “subversive” 
and “Communist” by Attorney General Tom Clark in a letter furnished the Loyalty 
Review Board and released to the press by the United States Civil Service Com¬ 
mission, April 27, 1949. 

According to a patni^Iet, For a New* Africa (proceedings. Conference on Africa, 
New York, April 14, 1944) Paul Robeson was chairman of the National Negro 
Congress. He was also a participant in the Cultural Conference of the National 
Negro Congress. (Daily Worker, March 14, 1947, p. 11.) 

‘ The Communist-front movement in the United States among Negroes is known 
as the National Negro Congress. ♦ * ♦ The officers of the National Negro 

Congress are outspoken Communist sympathizers, and a majority of those on the 
executive board are outright Communists.” (Si)ecial Committee on Un-American 
Activities, report, January 3, 1939, p. 81; also cited, reports, January 3, 1940, 
p. 9; June 25, 1942, p. 20; and March 29, 1944, p. 180.) A. Phillip Randolph, 
president of the congress since its inception in 1936, refused to run again in 
April 1940 “on the grounds that it was ‘deliberately packed with Communists 
and the Congress of Industrial Organizations members who were either Com¬ 
munists or sympathizers with Communists.’ ” 

“Commencing with its formation in 1936, Communist Party functionaries and 
‘fellow travelers* have figured prominently in the leadership and affairs of the 
congress * * ♦ according to A. Philip Randolph. John P. Davis, secretary 

of the congress, has admitted that the Communist Party contributed $100 a 
month to its support. 

“From the record of its activities and the composition of its governing bodies, 
there can be little doubt that it has served as what James W. Ford, Communist 
Vice Presidential candidate elected to the executive committee in 1937, predicted: 
‘An important sector of the democratic front,’ sponsored and supported by the 
Communist Party.” (Attorney General Francis Biddle, Congressional Record, 
September 24, 1942, pp. 7687 and 7688.) 

Attorney General Tom Clark cited the National Negro Congress as “subversive” 
and “Communist” in letters furnished the Loyalty Review Board and released to 
the press by the United States Civil Service Commission, December 4, 1947, and 
September 21, 1948. 

An undated leaflet of the South is Closer Than You Think (received about 
February 1947) listed Paul Robeson as a member of the executive board of the 
New York committee of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare. Paul 
Robeson was one of the narrators in the attack by the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare on the Freedom Train. (News release, November 15, 1947.) 

The Southern Conference for Human Welfare, which received money from the 
Robert Marshall Foundation, one of the principal sources qf funds by which 
iQany Communist fronts operate, was cited as a Communist-front by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities ii]tlts>Xf^ort dated March*fi9,1944rpage 147. 
The Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities cited the Southern 
Ck)nference for Human Welfare as a Communist-front organization “which seeks 


Digitized by LjOOqIc 



490 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF MINORITY GROUPS 


to attract southern liberals on the basis of its seeming interest in the problems 
of the South” although its “professed interest in southern welfare is simply 
an expedient for larger aims serving the Soviet Union and its s^ubseryient Com¬ 
munist Party in the United States.”. (H. Kept. No. 592, June 12, 1047.) 

Paul Robeson was a patron of the Congress of American-Soviet Friendship as 
shown by a letterhead of October 27, 194?.. He was, a speaker and entertainer of 
this group at a meeting in New York City, November 6 to 8, 19^. (PamphleJ:, 
U. S. A.—U. S. S. R., p. 31.) According to a letterhead and memorandum ( dated 
March 13, 1946; March 18, 1946, respectively) Paul Robeson. Was a sponsor of 
the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, Inc. A printed advertise 
ment announcing a rally for peace appeared in the DaUy Worker of December 1, 
1948, page 6. Paul Robeson was on the program, which was held at Madison 
Square Garden on December 13, 1948, and was arranged under the auspices of 
the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. On Sunday, March 30, 
1941, Paul Robeson sang in pageant The Negro in American Life which program 
was sponsored by the National Negro Congress and the International Workers 
Order. Paul Robeson spoke at the seventh annual convention rally of the Jewish 
People’s Fraternal Order of the International Workers Order held at Madison 
Square Garden on June 15, 1947. (Daily Worker, June 8, 1947, p. 12.) Accord¬ 
ing to the Worker of June 29,1947, page 5m, he was a member of the I WO. 

The Special Committee on Un-American Activities cited the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship as “the Communist Party’s principal front for aU 
things Russian” as shown by its. report dated March 29, 1944, p. 156. At¬ 
torney General Tom Clark cited the organization as “subversive” and “Com¬ 
munist” in letters furnished the Loyalty Review Board and released to the press 
by the United States Civil Service Commission, December 4,1947, and September 
21,1948. 

The International Workers Order was cited as “one of the most effective and 
closely knitted organizations among the Communist-front movements” (Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Repts., January 3, 1939, p. 79; March 29, 
1944, p. 181; also cited in Repts. of January 3,1940, p. 9; and June 25,1942, p. 19). 
Attorney General Francis Biddle cited the International Workers Order as “one 
of the strongest Communist organizations” (Congressional Record, September 
24, 1942, p. 7688). Attorney General Tom Clark cited the organization as “sub¬ 
versive” and “Communist” in letters furnished the Loyalty Review Board and 
released to the press by the United States Civil Service Commission, December 
4, 1947, and September 21,1948. 

The New Masses of March 14, 1944, page 2, and April 30, 1946, page 2, named 
Paul Robeson as a contributing editor to this periodical. He signed a letter to 
the President, which was written under the auspices of New Masses, April 2, 
1940, page 21. The Daily Worker of October 10, 1944, page 6, named Paul 
Robeson as an endorser of New Masses. On January 14, 1946, Paul Robeson 
was honored at a New Masses dinner held at the Hotel Commodore in New York 
City for the purpose of giving awards to those who contributed to greater inter¬ 
racial understanding. (Daily Worker, January 7, 1946, p. 11.) At the New 
Masses second annual awards dinner Paul Robeson received an award for his 
contribution made to promote democracy and inter-racial unity. (New Masses, 
November 18,1947, p. 7.) 

New Masses was cited as a “Communist periodical” by Attorney General Francis 
Biddle (Congressional Record, September 24, 1942, p. 7688K The Special Com¬ 
mittee on Un-American Activities cited New Masses as the “nationally circulated 
weekly journal of the Communist Party” in Report 1311, dated March 29, 19^. 
The publication had previously been cited in reports of the committee dated 
January 3,1939, and June 25,1942. 

Beginning in March 1948, New Masses and the Marxist quarterly known as 
Mainstream were consolidated into a publication known as Masses and Main¬ 
stream, located at 832 Broadway, New York 3, N. Y. In the March 1948 issue, 
volume 1, No. 1, of Masses and Mainstream, Paul Robeson was listed as a con¬ 
tributing editor. The Dally Worker of April 29, 1948, page 6, shows that Paul 
Robeson was one of those who sponsored the meeting on Culture Against the 
Warmakers, which was held under the auspices of Masses and Mainstream. 
Paul Robeson was a participant in the Masses-Mainstream demonstration against 
the Mundt anti-Communist bill. (Daily Worker, May 25, 1948, p. 13.) 

Paul Robeson was a participant in Mother Bloor’s eighty-fifth birthday banquet. 
(Daily Worker, June 12,1947, p. 11.) Ella Reeve Bloor is an ardent CJommunist 
member and worker. 

Paul Robeson spoke at the fourth anniversary dinner of the Jefferson School 
of Social Science, according to the Daily Worker of February 6, 1948, page 7. 
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He also participated in a music for children program sponsored by thia gropp. 
(Daily Worker, May 13,1948, p. 7.) , 

“At the beginning of the present year, the old Communist Party. Workers 
School and the School for Democracy were merged into the Jefferson School of 
Social Science” (Kept. 1311, Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
March 29, 1944). The Jefferson School of Social Science has been cited as an 
“adjunct of the Communist Party” by Attorney General Tom Clark in a list 
furnished the Loyalty Review Board, released to the press by the United States 
Civil Service Commission, December 4, 1947. 

Paul Robeson visited and entertained the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Spain, 
as shown in the Daily Worker, issues of January 24, 1938, page 4, and April 6, 
1938, page 2. 

“The Communist Party was active in recruiting American boys for the so-called 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade in behalf of Loyalist Spain. Browder has boasted 
that 60 percent of the brigade was composed of Communist Party members” 
(Rept. 1311, Special Committee on Un-American Activities, dated March 29, 
1944). The Abraham Lincoln Brigade has been cited as a Communist organiza¬ 
tion by Attorney General Tom Clark in a list furnished the Loyalty Review 
Board, released to the press by the United States Civil Service Commission, 
April 27, 1949. 

Paul Robeson sang for a benefit called Six Songs for Democracy, which was 
sponsored by the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, as shown in the 
Daily Worker of September 17, 1940. He spoke at a convention of the Veterans 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and was awarded the Dombrowski Medal. (Vol¬ 
unteer for Liberty, November 1946, p. 7.) Paul Robeson also participated in the 
program sponsored under the joint auspices of Veterans of the Abraham Lin¬ 
coln Brigade and Coordinating Committee for Spanish Republic. (Daily Worker, 
November 28,1947, p. 7.) 

“In 1937-38, the Communist Party threw itself wholeheartedly into the cam¬ 
paign for the support of the Spanish Loyalist cause, recruiting men and or¬ 
ganizing multifarious so-called relief organizations.” Among these was the Vet¬ 
erans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. (Special Committee on Un-American Ac¬ 
tivities, Rept., March 29, 1944, p. 82.) Attorney General Tom Clark cited the 
organization as “subversive” and “Communist” in letters furnished the Loyalty 
Review Board and released to the press by the United States Civil Service 
Commission December 4, 1947, and September 21, 1948. 

Paul Robeson spoke at a meeting of the United Negro and Allied Veterans 
of America as shown by the Daily Worker of May 31, 1947, (p. 12). United 
Negro and Allied Veterans of America was cited as subversive and among the 
affiliates and committees of the Communist Party, United States of America by 
Attorney General Tom Clark in a letter to the Loyalty Review Board released to 
the press by the United States Civil Service Commission, December 4, 1947. 

Paul Robeson spoke at a meeting held in Washington, D. C., which was spon¬ 
sored by the Washington Peace Mobilization on September 13,1940. (See Hand¬ 
bill, Paul Robeson will welcome America’s real fighters for peace and freedom.) 
The Washington Peace Mobilization was cited as a Communist-controlled or¬ 
ganization which participated in the White House picket line. (Special Com¬ 
mittee on Un-American Activities, Rept., March 29, 1944, p. 143.) 

On June 14, 1946 Paul Robeson spoke at the Youth Rally to Defend Labor’s 
Right to Strike. This meeting was sponsored by the American Youth for Democ¬ 
racy and held at the Manhattan Center in New York City. (See Handbill)|. 
The Daily Worker of April 28, 1947, p. 4, named Paul Robeson as a supporter 
of this same group. Paul Robeson performed at a meeting of the American Youth 
for Democracy according to the Daily Worker of September 25, 1947, page 11. 
He also was on a program of the “Call to Arms Against Universal Military 
Training” sponsored by the American Youth for Democracy. (Daily Worker, 
December 4,1947, p. 6.) 

The American Youth for Democracy was cited by the Special Committee on 
Un-American Activities as the new name under which the Young Communist 
League operates and which also largely absorbed the American Youth Congress. 
(Report dated March 29, 1944, page 102.) Attorney General Tom Clark 
cited the organization as “subversive” and “Communist” in letters furnished 
the Loyalty Review Board and released to the press by the United States Civil 
Service Commission December 4, 1947, and September 21, 1948. Its “high- 
sounding slogans” cover “a determined effort to disaffect our youth and to 
turn them against religion, the American home, against the college authorities, 
and against the American Government itself.” (Congressional Committee on 
Un-American Activities, Bept. No. 271, April 17,1947.) 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



492 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF MINORITY GROUPS 


An advertiseiiieiit in the Daily Worker of August 12, 1947, page 8, announced 
a variety concert by Paul Robeson and others to be given at Peekskill Stadium 
in New York on August 23, 1947, under the auspices of the Committee to Aid 
the Fighting South. The Committee to Aid the Fighting South was cited as 
subversive and among the affiliates and committees of the Communist Party, 
Ui S. A. by Attorney General Tona. Clark in letter fuj^nished the l^oyalty Review 
Board and released to the press by the United States Civil Service Commission, 
December 4, 1947. 

Paul Robeson signed a statement sponsored by the National Federation for 
Constitutional Liberties hailing the War Department order on Commissions 
for the Communists. (Daily Worker, March 18, 1945, p. 3.) He also signed 
a statement opposing the use of injunctions in labor disputes which was 
sponsored by this same group. (Advertisement, New York Times, April 1, 1946, 

p. 16.) 

“There can be no reasonable doubt about the fact that the National Federation 
for Constitutioinal Liberties—regardless of its high-seuiiding name—is one 
of the viciously subversive organizations of the Communist Party.*’ (Sp^al 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, March 29, 1944, p. 50; also cited 
in Reports, June 25, 1942, p. 20; and January 2, 1943, pp. 9 and 12.) Attorney 
General Francis Biddle cited the organization as “part of what Lenin called the 
solar system of organizations, ostensibly having no connecton with the Com¬ 
munist Party, by which Communists attempt to create sympathizers and sup¬ 
porters of their program. ♦ * ♦ (It) was established as a result of a 
conference on constitutional liberties held in Washington, D. C., June 7-9, 
1940. * ♦ * The defense of Communist leaders such as Sam Darcy and 

Robert Wood, party secretaries for Pennsylvania and Oklahoma, have been 
major efforts of the federation.” (Congressional Record, September 24, 1942, 
pi 7687.) .Attorney General Tom Glarrk cited the organization as “subversive” 
and “Communist” in letters furnished the Loyalty Review Board and released 
to the press by the United States Civil Service Commission, December 4, 1947, 
and September 21,1948. 

Paul Robeson signed a petition of the American Committee for Democracy and 
Intellectual Freedom. (Sheet attached to letterhead of January 17, 1940.) 

The American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom was cited 
as a Communist front which defended Communist teachers by the Special Com¬ 
mittee on Un-American Activities in its reports dated June 25, 1^2, page 13, 
and March 29,1944, page 87. 

Paul Robeson was one of the representative individuals of the Coordinating 
Committee to Lift the Embargo “on sale of arms to Spain.” (Booklet, These 
Americans Say, 8.) 

The Coordinr^^' g Committee to Lift the (Spanish) Embargo was cited as one 
of a number of front organizations, set up during the Spanish civil war by the 
Communist Party in the United States and through which the party carried 
on a great deal of agitation. (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Kept., March 29,1944, pp. 137-138.) 

The Special Committee on Un-American Activities found “Communist leader¬ 
ship entrenched” in these three unions witlj w^ich Paul Robeson was affiliated. 
(Rept. No. 1476, January 3, 1940, p. 13; Rept. No. 1311 of March 29, 1944, p. 
18). When speaking before a meeting of the National Maritime Union, Paul 
Robeson declared in criticism of the United States, “this is not ‘The House 
B Live In’.” (Daily Worker, September 30, 1947, p. 3.) He was a participant 
in Fighters for Liberty, UERMWA radio program, as shown in the Daily 
Worker of February 9, 1948, p. 13. Paul Robeson toured Hawaii under the 
sponsorship of the International Longshoremen and Warehousemen’s Union. 
(Daily People’s World, April 6,1948, p. 2.) 

In a speech which he delivered at the Paris Peace Conference, Paul Robeson 
stated: “It is certainly unthinkable for myself and the Negro people to go to war 
in the interests of those who have oppressed us for generations.” (Daily 
Worker, April 26, 1949, p. 4.) 

In an address made by Paul Robeson at his Welcome Home Rally held in New 
York June 19, 1949, under the auspices of the Council on African Affairs, he 
made the following statement: 

“Yes, I love this Soviet pe^ pie more than any other nation, because of their 
suffering and sacrifices for us, the Negro people, the progressjg^^ p^ple»^ the 
people of the future in this world.” (Dally Wor^r, July 3,1949, p,#.6m.) 

He made the following statement at the rally referred to above concerning 
his support of the Communists: 
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“♦ ♦ * So I’m not afraid of Communists; no, far from that. I will defend 

them as they defended us, the Negro people. And I stand firm and immovable 
by the side of that great leader who has given his whole life to the struggle 
of the American working class—Bill Foster; by the side of Gene Dennis; by the 
side of my friend Ben Davis; Johnny Gates; Henry Winston; Gus Hall; Gil 
Green; Jack Stachel; Carl Winter; Irving Potash; Bob Thompson; Johnny 
Williamson—12 brave fighters for my freedom. Their struggle is our strug¬ 
gle.” (Daily Worker, July 3,1949, p. 6m.) 


Stokes Exhibit 3 


City of New York, 

Fire Department, 

July 11,1949. 

Committee on Un-Ambrican Activities, 

Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Sirs : I am opposed to recent statements made by one Paul Robeson, con¬ 
cerning the attitude of the rank and file Negro toward the United States in the 
event of war. 

I am a Negro with a responsible position in the New York City Fire Depart¬ 
ment, as an architect. My experience has taught me that in the United States of 
America, any man who proves himself qualified, will succeed regardless of race, 
color, or creed. 

V ^he pre^gjygjgs of \yJhich Mij; Paul Rdbege® speaks, a^e fiist becomihg mdS^ 
they are ghosts of a past era when iterance was rampant. " Today we have a 
more educated. God-fearing America. Tomorrow we will reach the goal of per¬ 
fection. The American Negro of worth, looks ahead; looks to make himself and 
his children better and more useful citizens. 

I am a veteran of W’orld War II and will gladly answer my country’s call 
whenever I am needed. 

I am ashamed of Mr. Robeson, whom America has given all the opportunities, 
education, wealth, and success which he now enjoys. He is America’s No. 1 




J. Milton Wormsley^ Jamaica, N.* Y . 


Chairman John S. Wood, 

Un-American Activities Committee, 

Washington, D. C. 


Lockland, Ohio. 


Dear Sib : I am a basketball coach in Lockland-Wayne High School. My team 
last spring, played Delphes St. John for the State class B championship. All the 
players on my team were Negroes. My school is staffed and attended by Negroes 
only. 

I am interested in the Paul Robeson matter. I would like to back those who 
say that the Negro will always be loyal to his country. I know that these boys 
that I have worked with for the past 12 years will fight for this country against 
any foe. 

In our travels around to many white schools we have been treated as Americans 
should. Our path has not been a rosy one. The difficulties which we have en¬ 
countered have made us do a better job the next time we aM)ear. 

The millions of Negroes in the country do not support Mr. Robeson. This Is 
our home. We know no other country. We owe allegiance to no other country. 
No country could give the rights and benefits which our country has given to all 
its citizens. 

In your committee deliberafioas please call on me if I can assist in any way^ 
I would be very glad to testifyto the loyalty of my people. 

May God bless you and the persons who are working with you. 

Sincerely yours^ 


Joseph E. Mabtht. 


P. S.—If our boys had been in any other country, they would have been denied 
the honor of competing for^ 9tate championship. 
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San Dieqo, Calif. 

House Un-Amebican Activities Committee, 

Wushington, D,0, 

llpsAB Sib: This is poorly written and I*m sure there’s "no literary merit withinl 
This is morj^ or less a plea to let an unknown person testify at a hearing concemr 
ing the idiotic, assinine statements of a man so ungrateful to his country, Paul 
Robeson. I am a Negro by birth, an American by the democratic way of life. Thii? 
man has made a statement that has turned the hearts and minds of thousands 
of people against him. 

I have written many articles on the subject of democracy (enclosed is one such 
article). 

I ask that you accept the testimony of the man on the street, the man behind 
the hoe, the man that made it possible for such a man to make such a rash state¬ 
ment concerning those that know no other country but one—and love every 
inch of it. 


Sincerely, 


J. W. Ludlow, 


[Telegram] 

Hollywoqd, Calif., JwZi/Id, 

Chairman John S. Wood, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C^: 

Jackie Robinson speaks truthfully of our race will fighL Charles Wherry, 
advocate Booker T. Washington and George W^ Carver films. 

Habby Levette, > 
Reporter, Associated Negro Press, Los Angeles, Calif , ■ 


5Bbooklyn, K. Y. 

Chairman John S. Wood, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Honobed Sib : Let Communists go underground. We can ferret them out. It is 
better this way than to have to listen to their impudence and be helpless to do 
anything about them. 

Paul Robeson, Judith Coplon,. and many others Insult my citizenship every time 
they open their mouths. They insult our dead. 

Since we are in a state of cold war with Russia, i^hy don’t we pass laws to 
punish our “cold enemies”? 

These Communists are “cold traitors.*’ . 

.411 proven, cold traitors should therefore lose their ^tiz^ship and be escorted 
fbRussia (literally, and at their own expense). i 

! In their places we should permit DP’s to enter the tfiiited States. , 

These DP's are anxious to become good American citizens. They would 
appreciate; our freedom—not to attack it—to destroy it. 

. A pP who,has fled from communism would make a fine replacement. 

1, personally, am not afCathoUc, but I heartily sympatl^e with the dght in 
Europe for religious freedom. 

Outlaw communism in the United States. ^ - 

Runish these outlaws (“cold” or “hot.”)^ ; , ni ; , .. 

. If we do not face this peculiar einergency and solve it, we are doomed. 

.1 believe in freedom, righteousness^nd truth. Our fathers fought for these 
thingsr^they are worth Aghting fpr. We must not lose them. <Our civilizatic^ 
would not be the first one destroyed by an enemy.) 

First, we must fight communism by laws—laws capable of meeting a "cold 
war,** a “cold traitor,” .a poor ^substitute fpr a good Americap,r ., , 

Will you please see what you can do? ;; : . * -I 

Thank you, and sincerely, , . . v 

- Evelyn vS. Roberson. 
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Bbookltn, N. Y., Jvly 8, J949. 
Chairman House Un-American Activities Committee, 

Washington, D. C, 

Dear Sib : I am an American Negro and I’m proud of it. Proud to be a citizen 
of the greatest and best country in tbe world. 

There is absolutely no truth in tbe statement made by Mr. Robeson saying 
the Negroes of this country would not go to war against Russia. * * * If it 
came to war, and God forbid it, any country is wrong when it comes to fighting 
this country, and you can quote me. I’m sure every well-thinking Negro feels the 
same. 

True, there are happenings that take place here that are not to our liking 
but let Robeson show me a country without fault and I’ll show him a country 
^at is unpeopled. 

Is Robeson a Communist or a rabble rouser? I notice by the papers that he 
settled a trust fund of $500,000 on his son. Is that a Communist gesture? 

Respectfully, 

Robert F. Clarke, Sr. 

X 
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JEW YORK; July 28 —This map^ 
r complied by the Communist 
rty in the *1930*5 to show the 
ia. covering 11 Southern States, 
im which the CommunlsU pro¬ 
sed to carve out an lndej;>endent 
gro btate with the right to. 
:ede from the Union and form 
leparate Negro Soviet R^publl.C^ 


Used for aglUtlon purposes among 
the Negroes, the program was 
called officially "Self-determina¬ 
tion for the Black Belt." 

Soft-pedaled for the past six 
years or so. it was revived recently 
by New York City Communist 
Councilman Benjamin J. Davis Jr., 
a Negro, as vice president of the 
CommunidC organtsatlon. It Is ex¬ 
pected to figure in future propa¬ 


ganda activities of the Com- I 
munlsts. now that Bari Browder 
has been deposed. Tammany Rail 
withdrew its nomtnation of Davis 
after the map was made publte 
by the New York World-Telegram. I 
The map ras puMIshed In 19i| I 
by the CommupliU In aajoffibiav I 
pamphlet" "Negro LlbtraWm/* hy \ 
James S. Allen, sue of ttsjexperis | 
OD the Negro ptx>blem. 
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HEARINGS REGARDING COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
MINORITY GROUPS 


THURSDAY, JULY 14, 1949 

United States House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee of the Committee on 

Un-American Activities, 

Washington^ D. C. 

MORNING SESSION 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:50 a. m., in room 
226, Old House Office Building, Hon. John McSweeney, presiding. 

Subcommittee member present: Representative John McSweeney. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavernier, Jr., counsel; Louis J. 
Russell, senior investigator; Alvin W. Stokes, investigator; John W. 
Carrington, clerk; Benjamin Mandel, director of research; and A. S. 
Poore, editor. 

Mr. McSweeney. I would like the record to show that Mr. Wood 
has asked me to act as chairman of the subcommittee to hear the 
testimony this morning. I am present and others will be present a 
little later. 

(Preliminary remarks, the following testimony, and testimony of 
other witnesses, Alvin Stokes, Rabbi Benjamin Schultz, George K. 
Hunton, Thomas W. Young, Lester B. Granger, Dr. Charles Johnson, 
C. B. Clark, and Jackie Robinson are printed in another publication 
under title “Hearings Regarding Communist Infiltration of Minority 
Groups^—Part 1.”) 

Mr. Tavenner. I call Mr. Manning Johnson. 

Mr. McSweeney. Mr. Johnson, you solemnly swear the testimony 
you will give this subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Johnson. I do. 

SWORN TESTIMONY OF MANNING JOHNSON 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name and address, please? 

Mr. Johnson. My name is Manning Johnson. I reside at 492 Con¬ 
vent Avenue, New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee a brief outline of 
your education ? 

Mr. Johnson. I am a graduate of the Lovejoy Elementary School, 
Junior High School, and the Armstrong Technical High School in 
Washington, D. C. I also graduated from the Naval Air Technical 
School, Memphis, Tenn. 

. Mr. Tavenner. What is your record of employment ? 
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Mr. Johnson. At the present time I am international representa¬ 
tive of the Eetail Clerks' International Association, affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor. The Eetail Clerks' International 
Association is the eighth largest union in the American Federation 
of Labor, with a membership of 250,000. 

Mr. Tavennkr. How long have you been associated in that work? 

Mr. Johnson. I have been in the labor movement for 19 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. During any part of that time have you been a mem¬ 
ber of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. I was a member of the Communist Party for 
10 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was your membership terminated? 

Mr. Johnson. 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have before me some documentary evidence of 
your prior connection with the Communist Party, and I would like 
to present it to you in order to make a matter of record the positions 
that you held in the Communist Party. 

I have here, first, a pamphlet issued in November 1933, by the central 
committee, Communist Party U. S. A., entitled “Party Organizer,’' 
which carries an article over your signature relating to the place that 
a district organizer for the Communist Partv might occupy in labor 
unions. Will you identify that, please, as being an article written 
by you ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes; this article was written by me when I was dis¬ 
trict organizer of the Communist Party in Buffalo, N. Y., in 1933. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduce it in evidence as “Exhibit 
Johnson 1.”' 

Mr. McSweeney. It will be received. 

Mr. Tavenner. I now have a pamphlet entitled “An American 
Holiday,” which was for the May Day celebration in 1939, containing 
a list of officials including yourself. Manning Johnson, business agent, 
Cafeteria Workers Union, Local 302, A. F. of L. Is that correct? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer that document in evidence as “Exhibit John¬ 
son 2.” 

Mr. McSweeney. It will be received.^ 

Mr. Tavenner. I have also another pamphlet of October 1937 en¬ 
titled “Second National Negro Congress.” which carries the program 
of a meeting held at the Metropolitan Opera House, Philadelphia, 
Pa., and under “Trade Union Sessions” appears your name. Manning 
Johnson, as a delegate from the Cafeteria Employees Union, Local 
302, A. F. of L. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. I was a delegate there. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer that document in evidence and ask that it be 
marked “Exhibit Johnson 3.” 

Mr. McSweeney. It will be received.^ 

Mr. Tavenner. The American League Against War and Fascism 
was cited by the Attorney General of the United States as a Com¬ 
munist-front organization, I believe. I have a statement here on the 


* See appendix, p. 523. Manning Johnson Exhibit 1. 
’ See appendix, p. 523, Manning Johnson Exhibit 2. 

* See appendix, p. 523, Manning Johnson Exhibit 3. 
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letterhead of that organization, in which your name appears as one 
of tlie members of the national executive committee. Is that correct? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was a Communist-front organization at that time, 
was it nob? 

Mr. Johnson. Definitely. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer that document in evidence and ask that it 
be marked “Exhibit Johnson 4.” ^ 

Mr. McSweeney. It will be received. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have also a pamphlet entitled “Program of the 
Greater New York Emergency Conference on Inalienable Rights, 
Mpnday, February 12, 1940.” which shows that you took part in 
the panel III discussion on “Labor and Democracy” as one of the 
delegates. Ils that correct? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer that document in evidence and ask 
tliat it be marked “Exhibit Johnson 5.” 

Mr. McSweeney. It is received.® 

Mr. Tavenner. I have another document which was distributed by 
the Stuyvesant-Bedford section. Communist Party, entitled “T)ie Road 
to Liberation for the Negro people,” showing an appeal made by 
different persons, including yourself. Is that correct? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer that document in evidence and ask that it 
be marked “Exhibit Johnson 6.” 

Mr. McSaveeney. It will be received.® 

Mr. Tavenner. Then I have a letter on the letterhead of People's 
Congress for Democracy and Peace, Called by American League 
Against War and Fascism, the same organization to which I 
referred previously, and attached to it is a list of the national executive 
committee members. I believe you were one of these members, were 
you not ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was a Communist-front organization at the 
time, was it not? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer that document in evidence, and ask 
that it be marked “Exhibit Johnson 7.” 

Mr. McSweeney. It will be received.^ 

Mr. Tavenner. I also have a magazine entitled “Soviet Russia 
Today,” which carried an advertisement entitled “An urgent appeal— 
Defend the Soviet Union.” I believe your name appears as one of 
those sponsoring the advertisement. 

Mr. Johnson. May I see it ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes [handing document to witness]. 

Mr. Johnson. Yes, I recall that now. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduce it in evidence, and ask that it 
be marked “Exhibit Johnson 8.” 

Mr. McSweeney. So ordered.® 

Mr. Tavenner. I have also a copy of the Daily Worker of April 29, 
1938, showing the participation of certain labor unions in a May Day 


See appendix, p. 523, Manning Johnson Exhibits 4-8. 
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celebration, and giving your name as one of the members of the com¬ 
mittee which s])onsored Communist representation in that parade. 
Is that correct ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer this page of the Daily Worker irr evidence, 
and ask that it be marked “Exhibit Johnson 9.” 

Mr. McSweeney. It will be received.® 

Mr. Tavenner. I have another copy of the Daily Worker of April 
12,1988, of the same general description, and under the heading “More 
Unions Expected” it is stated: “Manning Johnson, Negro union 
leader and vice president of the United May Day Committee an¬ 
nounced” certain facts relating to the parade. Is that correct? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer that issue in evidence and ask that it be 
marked “Exhibit Johnson 10.” 

Mr. McSweeney. So ordered.^® 

Mr. Tavenner. I have another issue of the Daily Worker giving 
similar information, bearing date April 7, 1938, which shows your 
activity in the same manner. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer that issue in evidence, and ask that 
it be marked “Exhibit Johnson 11.” 

Mr. McSweeney. So ordered.^^ 

Mr. Tavenner. I have before me now another copy of the Daily 
Worker, bearing date June 22, 1987, in which there appears an article 
entitled “Party Leaders Honor Negi'o Woman Leader,” and it shows 
as being present a number of pei*sons, including yourself, and I also 
notice as present Ben Davis, Jr., of the Daily Wtirker staff. tVill you 
examine that article and state whether or not you were present and 
took part in that meeting? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes, I was present at this reception that was in recog¬ 
nition of 10 years of service by Maude White, who was a member of 
the national committee of the Communist Party at that time. At the 
time this affair was given I was a member of the national committee 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer that issue in evidence, and ask that it be 
marked “Exhibit Johnson 12.” 

Mr. McSweeney. So ordered.^® 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you now another issue of the Daily Worker, 
bearing date of February 17, 1936, which shows your participation in 
the Negro Congress helu about the date indicated, and I will ask you 
to identify that and explain it. 

Mr. Johnson. This was the first meeting of the National Negro 
Congress, which was held in Chicago, Ill., and to which I was a dele¬ 
gate. I spoke at one of the trade-union sessions of the congress. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer that sheet in evidence as “Exhibit Johnson 
13.” 

Mr. McSweeney. It will be received.^^ 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you now another issue of the Daily Worker, 
bearing date January 21, 1986, and call your attention to an article en- 

•- 1 * gpp appendix, p. 523. Manning Johnaon Exhibits 9-13. 
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titled “Communists in United States Open Drive to Aid Brother Party 
in Italy,” and I will ask if you took part in that meeting, and to state 
the names of others who were associated with you in that work. 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. I recall this drive. That was opened by the 
?entral committee, or national committee, of the Communist Party 
to raise funds to aid the Communist Party in Italy. I was on the 
sponsoring committee and was active in raising funds, and along with 
me on this committee were: William Z. Foster, Earl Browder, J. W. 
Ford, Mother Bloor, Margaret Cowl, Gil Green, I. Amter, John Little, 
Max Bedacht, Ben Gold, N. Schaeffer, M. Olgin, A. Bimba, Tito 
Xunzie, C. Nemeroff, M. Perlow, I. Candela, Secretary D. Green, and 
Treasurer A. Blake. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer this issue of the Daily Worker in 
evidence, and ask that it be marked “Erxhibit Johnson 14.” 

Mr. McSweeney. It will be received.^^ 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Johnson, in addition to this documentary in¬ 
formation relating to your positions in the Communist Party, what 
other positions have you held ? 

Mr. Johnson. I was national Negro organizer for the Trade-Union 
Unity League. The Trade-Union Unity League was a left-wing trade- 
union center in this country. It was an affiliate of the Red Inter¬ 
national of Labor Unions with headquarters at Hamburg, Germany. 
Xt the time it was headed by Losovsky. 

I was also a member of the Negro commission of the national com¬ 
mittee of the Communist Party. The Negro commission of the 
national committee of the Communist Party has the prime function of 
studying very carefully the problems of the Negroes in America and 
working out a program based upon the already accepted doctrines of 
:he Communist movement. It organizes and directs movements among 
Nfegroes for the advancement of communism. 

I was a member of the national trade-union commission of the 
national committee of the Communist Party. That commission has 
the major task and responsibility of directing Communist activities 
in the trade-unions. 

At the convention of the Communist Party of United States of 
America in 1936,1 was elected to the national committee of the Com¬ 
munist Party. I served throughout 1936, 1937, and 1938 as a member 
3f that committee. During tnat period I attended meetings of the 
3ld Politburo of the National Communist Party. 

I was also a member of the State committee of the Communist Party 
)f New York, and was a member of the trade-union commission of 
he Communist Party of the State of New York. 

I have held numerous other lesser positions in section and district 
)rganizations, but the positions I have named are the major and most 
•esponsible ones. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of your membership in the Com¬ 
munist Party, were you trained in any special way for the posts which 
Fou held ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. I attended the national training school. That 
IS a secret school conducted by the Communist Party of the United 


See appendix, p. 52.3, Manning Johnson Exhibit 14. 
9441.3 O—49—pt. 2-2 
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States for the purpose of traininp^ functionaries for district leader¬ 
ship. 

I spent 3 months in that school in New York City. The classes 
were held in the Communist Party headquarters on East Twelfth 
Street. The school lasted for 3 months. We had a very intensive and 
extensive course in Marxism and Leninism and the theory of world 
revolution, particularly in connection with our task in America, that 
of organizing the workers, the farmers, the intellectuals, the artists, 
the professionals, and the middle class elements, into various types of 
groups, utilizing and exploiting the grievances among them for the 
purpose of drawing them into the Communist world general move¬ 
ment. 

The basic and final objective of this movement was the complete 
destruction of the American Government and the establishment of a 
soviet system of government in America. The system, of course, in 
America that we had planned and envisioned is a dictatorship of the 
proletariat in the transition from socialism to world communism. 

This was based upon complete liquidation of all forces of opposition, 
that is, the owners of industry, the heads of government, in fact, every¬ 
one in the whole political, economic, and social life who could be iden¬ 
tified with the capitalist class. Those professionals who would not 
along with us would ^ to concentration camps. The most rabid 
would be liquidated. The banks would be confiscated; the whole 
capital system, from top to bottom, would be destroyed. The courts 
would be destroyed. The Army and Navy would be liquidated and 
new armed forces would be created. 

That, generally, is what we were taught. We were taught the 
theory of revolution and the methods to be used. We were instructed 
to organize the workers, the farmers, and particular emphasis was 
placed on Negroes. We were instructed to aggravate grievances, or¬ 
ganize strikes and rebellions, coordinating them and bringing aWt 
eventually insurrection generally. 

There is one other important phase of qur training I would like to 
deal with. We were taught that Soviet Russia is our fatherland; 
that we were no longer to show allegiance to America; that we had to 

tt allemance to the Soviet Government and accept it as our father- 
nd that we were sworn to defend it at all times. 

In all our propaganda and agitation and work we were taught to 
emphasize the need of support of the Soviet Union, to popularize it 
among the people as the workers’ government and that the American 
Government and other governments of the world were ganging up 
on Russia and seeking to destroy Russia, and that the workers 
should refuse to fight against Russia but on the other hand should fight 
against each and every attempt on the part of the American Govern¬ 
ment and the other governments to fight Russia, and to this end, if 
necessary, to take up arms against our Government and to use our 
guns against the leaders of our Government. 

We were also trained in conspiratorial methods of organization. 
Conspiratorial methods of organization at that time were new and 
strange to me. It was rather difficult for me to grasp them at the time. 
But the foreign-bom element, who have a tradition of intrigue and 
conspiracy in Europe, were the most able students in that class. When 
it comes to intrigue and conspiracy, the Negroes are ignorant, because 
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they have no background, but the foreign-born element can readily 
understand it. 

These methods were taught by J. Peters. He was a representative 
of the Kremlin here in America. In fact, he was one of the most 
capable organization men, from a technical point of view, who was 
ever in the American party to my knowledge. 

These methods included the establishment of a parallel party or¬ 
ganization to the one that you generally use. In other words, you 
had an open Communist apparatus and you had an underground ap¬ 
paratus. So when Mr. Granger spoke of driving the Communist 
Party underground it was amusing, because the Communist Party 
already has its underground apparatus, and has had it for many years. 

The Communist Party, from its national committee to its lowest 
unit, has an underground apparatus, or what is known as an auxiliary 
leadership. All these things have been taken care of. In the early 
1980’s those things were taught in the class, and at that time every 
necessary step was taken in order to strengthen and consolidate that 
machine. 

So when we speak today of breaking up the Communist Party, you 
have to consider it from the point of view of their legal apparatus and 
their illegal or underground apparatus. We were taught Communists 
use both legal and illegal methods of operation, those which are within 
ihe law and those which are without the law. 

We use the civil rights provisions of our basic documents as a means 
to an end, but not as an end in itself. The bill of rights, when it 
serves our purposes, we use it; when it does not serve our purposes, 
we denounce it. We also use the Constitution and its provisions to 
destroy the Constitution and its provisions. Once the Communists 
come to power the Constitution will be burned on the public square 
and the liberties and freedoms now enjoyed will be completely sup¬ 
pressed. Thought will be regimented. Everybody will be governed 
according to the dictates of the Communist Party, which will be the 
party in power. 

Those are the things we were taught in school, and those are the 
things I have found through reading many books on communism and 
through associations with top Communists, including Gerhart Eisler. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you attend the school to which you refer? 

Mr. Johnson. In 1932. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you name any persons associated as instructors 
in that school, in addition to J. Peters? 

Mr. Johnson. J. Peters, William Z. Foster, Jack Stachel, C. Mark¬ 
off, Alexander Bittelman, Marko, Max Bedacht, Israel Amter, Rose 
Wei-tz, Gil Green, B. Amos, Harry Haywood, James Allen, Elizabeth 
Lawson. That is about all I can recall now. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many would be in attendance at this school at 
one time? 

Mr. Johnson. We had at this school approximately 80 students. 
They were selected from the various districts of the Communist Party 
on the basis of their ability. 

Mr. Tavenner. And they were selected by whom? 

Mr. Johnson. By the national committee of the Communist Party, 
upon recommendation of the leaders of the districts of the party. 

Mr. McSweeney. Did you have to pay tuition ? 
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Mr. Johnson. No. All expenses were paid by the national com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. McSweeney. You had to give up work at that time? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. 

Mr. McSweeney. You had no other source of income? 

Mr. Johnson. No, except that which was provided by the Com¬ 
munist Party. 

Mr. McSweeney. Did they provide you expense money while you 
were attending school ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. We had several apartments set aside for us 
at the Cooperative Colony on Allerton Avenue in the Bronx. That 
was the huge project built by the Communist Party and run by the 
Communist Party. They provided us with accommodations, and 
daily we were given a certain allowance to cover expenses. 

Our transportation to and from New York was paid by World 
Tourists. Jacob Golos was the head of that. At that time they had 
the Martell Bus Line, which was controlled in some way by World 
Tourists, and we generally traveled on this bus line. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time were those schools con¬ 
ducted, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Johnson. They were conducted at least once a year. They 
were constantly turning out functionaries. You see, the Communik 
Party has several methods of educating its members for leadership. 
They had district schools, special schools for professionals and in¬ 
tellectuals, which were ultrasecret. Some of the most prominent 
persons were sent to Moscow. They were sending students to the 
Lenin School and Far Eastern University. I do know that a num¬ 
ber of Americans attended the Lenin School and Far Eastern Uni¬ 
versity, because when I was district organizer I recommended two 
students for the Lenin School in Moscow, and they were accepted. 
I was also asked to go there. I turned it down. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know Steve Nelson ? ' 

Mr. Johnson. Yes, very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he was one of those selected 
to go to the Lenin School ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes, I believe so. I had nothing to do with his 
recommendation, though. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those selected to go to school in Moscow were 
chosen on what basis ? 

Mr. Johnson. They were chosen on the basis of (1) loyalty, (2) 
ability, and (3) potential leadership. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean they were selected on the basis of loyalty 
to this country ? 

Mr. Johnson. Loyalty to Russia and to the Communist movement, 
not to America. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of the teachings at this school which 
you attended dealing with world revolution. Do you know to what 
extent those teachings emanated from a foreign country and how they 
were actually imparted to the leaders here? 

Mr. Johnson. From 1930 until the American party, on the sur¬ 
face, severed from the Communist International, we received our in¬ 
structions from the Communist International. Our policy in Amer¬ 
ica had to conform in every twist and turn and curve and retreat 
with the Communist Party line set forth by the world organization 
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known as the “Exec” committee. We knew and understood that our 
duty, as far as Communists were concerned, was to follow the policies 
sent to us by the world organization. 

After the formal severance of the American party from the Com¬ 
munist International, we continued to take instructions from the 
world organization. That was merely an action taken at that particu¬ 
lar time to conform with certain agreements that had been made at 
that particular time with representatives of the Soviet Government. 
It was one of the conditions upon which recognition was achieved. It 
was understood generally in the party that that was merely a camou¬ 
flage, and we understood that. We continued to take orders from Mos¬ 
cow, and I believe they continue to take them to this day. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did the conduct of these schools continue, 
for how many years ? 

Mr. Johnson. Tliose schools have been going on, to my knowledge, 
for many years. From 1930 up to 1940, the period of my knowledge, 
they had dozens of schools each year all over the Nation. 

Mr. Tavenner. In your vast experience in the Communist Party,, 
did you have occasion to meet Paul Kobeson ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. I have met Paul Robeson a number of times in 
the headquarters of the national committee of the Communist Party, 
going to and coming from conferences with Earl Browder, Jack Sta- 
chel, and J. Peters. During the time I was a member of the Commu¬ 
nist Party, Paul Robeson was a member of the Communist Party. 
Paul Robson, to my knowledge, has been a member of the Communist 
Party for many years. In the Negro commission of the national com¬ 
mittee of the Communist Party we were told, under threat of expulsion, 
never to reveal that Paul Robeson was a member of the Communist 
Party, because Paul Robeson’s assignment was highly confidential and 
secret. For that reason he was not permitted to attend meetings of the 
national committee of the Communist Party, or any other than broad, 
general meetings. 

Paul’s assignment was to work among the intellectuals, the pro¬ 
fessionals, and artists that the party was seeking to penetrate and in¬ 
fluence along Communist lines. As long as Paul Robeson’s identity 
with the party was kept secret, so long would his work among these 
groups be effective and serve the best interests of the party. It was 
for that reason we were told never to reveal the fact that he was a 
member of the Communist Party. 

As far as Paul Robeson’s membership in the Communist Party, of 
that I have not one iota of doubt. Not only did we in the party hier¬ 
archy know he was a member of the party, but we generally understood 
he was engaged in certain secret work that was intercontinental in 
connection with his concert tours. 

Of course Paul Robeson has, by background and his international 
connections, developed a complex. You recall the role he played, the 
role of Emperor Jones. He has delusions of grandeur. He wants to 
be the Black Stalin among Negroes. The Cdmmunist Party is en¬ 
couraging that desire, because the Communist Party can very effec¬ 
tively use Robeson to further their penetration among Negroes. Be¬ 
cause he is a popular and great artist, he can attract to him large 
groups of. people, and at those meetings he can make subtle speeches 
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It is regrettable, indeed, that such a man has sold himself to Mos¬ 
cow. He has enjoyed many of the benefits of this country. In fact, 
all that he has achieved he has achieved in America, and he has sought 
to play the role of an exploiter of the injustices and ills of American 
democracy in the interest of a foreign power. 

That is my opinion based on my years in the Communist movement 
and my association with the leaders of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any personal associations, on your 
own part, with Paul Robeson ? 

Mr. Johnson. As I said, Paul Robeson never met in the committees 
of the party. His contacts were with Earl Browder, Jack Stachel, 
William Z. Foster, and J. Peters, and he held conferences with them 
from time to time. That is not only true of Paul Robeson. You have 
many persons in high places who have the same type of arrangement. 

Mr. Tavenner. You told us you had been a member of the party 
for about 10 years. 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that your membership was terminated in 1040. 
Will you tell us the circumstances of the termination of your member¬ 
ship and why ? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, there were a number of incidents over a period 
of years that led to my eventual break with the party. It began in 
the early 1930’s, on the religious issue. When I came into the Com¬ 
munist movement I was profoundly religious. After I was in the 
Communist movement a while I was told I had to abandon my religious 
convictions, and that to be a good Communist I had to be an atheist. 
Finally they agreed to accept me, and they assured me that in the 
course of my experience in the party I would lose my religious con¬ 
victions. That was No. 1. 

No. 2 was their policy in connection with the Negro problem in 
the South. Their problem calls for the unification of the old Cotton 
Belt or Black Belt of the South into a single political unit, and to 
establish in that area a Negro republic. That was to be accomp¬ 
lished by revolution and armed insurrection in that area. That is a 
large stretch of territory from the Eastern Shore of Maryland across 
9 States and 219 counties, driving a wedge into Texas. Lands in that 
area were to be confiscated and an independent government set up by 
the Negroes there. My opposition was that it would be a segregated 
government; that Negroes all over the United States would be rele¬ 
gated to that area. We had some very sharp discussions on that 
issue. 

No. 3 was the insincerity of the Communists in the Scottsboro case. 
We were constantly told by James W. Ford and others that we were 
not interested in saving the lives of the “damn” Scottsboro boys; that 
we were interested in using the Scottsboro case to penetrate Negro 
churches and civic organizations which we could not reach except for 
a cause of that kind, and in the course of the development this cam¬ 
paign to raise the slogans of the Communist Party, and during our 
contacts with these large masses of Negroes to seek out the best elements 
among them and recruit them into the party. 

Anybody who did not want to carry out that particular line was 
considered an opportunist. It was around this issue we. had some 
sharp differences, and some very good people who had come into the 
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movement because of sincerity were expelled from the party. I 
resented that. 

In addition to that, there was considerable prejudice. They were 
using the NeCTo as a figurehead. They would take a guy like James 
W. Ford—a fellow who couldn’t pour water out of a boot with instruc¬ 
tions on the heel—and set him up as a leader of the Negroes; a man 
who was absolutely divorced from all contact with the Negroes. 

Mr. McSweeney. I am sorry to interrupt, but those bells are a call 
of the House. The subcommittee will recess until 2:80 this afternoon. 

(Whereupon, at 12:50 p. m., the subcommittee recessed, to recon¬ 
vene at 2: 30 p. m. of the same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

Mr. Moulder. The subcommittee will be in order. 

The record should show that the chairman has designated me as a 
subcommittee to continue the proceedings. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. Johnson for further exam¬ 
ination. 

SWOEH TESTIMONT OF MANNINO JOHNSON—Resumed 

Mr. Tavenner* At the time of the morning recess you were an¬ 
swering a question as to your reasons for terminating your member¬ 
ship in the Communist Party, and you were in the act of telling us 
about certain plans that the Communists had relating to the forma¬ 
tion of a Negro State in the South. I believe that was the point where 
you w^ere when we adjourned. 

Mr. Johnson. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed. 

Mr. Johnson. The program of the Communist Party in relation to 
the Negroes in the South, particularly in the old Cotton Belt, relates 
to the establishment of a black republic in the South. It is in line with 
the policy of L#enin- 

(Represenetative Wood enters and assumes the Chair.) 

Mr. Johnson (continuing). The leader of the Bolshevik revolution, 
which sets forth the principle of self-determination for national 
minorities. 

The Communist International, the Communist Party generally, con¬ 
siders the Negro people in America as a national minority, and as a 
national minority they are entitled to the right of self-determination; 
that is, the right to secede from the Government of the United States 
and to establish an autonomous republic in the Black Belt. 

I have already outlined the geographical location of this republic, 
and I don’t think it is necessary here to engage in anyi'epetition. 

The spearhead for the establishment of such a republic began in the 
early thirties through the establishment of a Sharecroppers’ Union 
and a number of other organizations in the South. These organiza¬ 
tions had as their policy the organization of Negro sharecroppers and 
agricultural workers in the South to raise specific demands for the 
right to seize the land; the question of smashing the plantation sys¬ 
tem of the South. 
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This was to be accomplished by organizing masses of Negroes in the 
South for action, including demonstrations, riots, and so forth, leading 
to armed rebellion in that area and the seizure of governmental power. 

Communists generally were charged with the responsibility for 
arousing sentiment throughout the world in support of this pre^ram. 
A number of Moscow-trained organizers were sent into the ^uth. 
They were to head this particular movement. 

They made some headway, but not according to their expectations. 
There were a number of us in the hierarchy of the party who disagreed 
with the program, because we felt it meant a segregated State, and that 
in the long run it would result in all Negroes being relegated to this 
so-called Black Belt. 

The Negroes in the hierarchy of the party who opposed this pro¬ 
gram were quietly and sternly reminded of the resolution of the Com¬ 
intern and the teachings of Lenin, and politely told that was the line 
and that we must hew to it. 

That shut off the opposition. Some continued to disagree, and as a 
result of this continued disagreement they were expelled from the 
party. At that particular time I accepted the line of the party on the 
Negro question, and for that reason I didn’t get the ax. 

James W. Ford, who had been set up as the leader of the Negroes, 
was considered by all of the Negroes in the party as an incompetent, 
a “Charlie McCarthy,” because James W. Ford had no abilit for lead¬ 
ership. He had never participated in any of the so-called mass pro¬ 
grams of the Negroes. He didn’t rise, as a result of activities of 
Negroes, from the ranks, and was never considered by them as a 
leader. 

He was mechanically put into a position of responsibility by the 
Communist Party, and that is the type of person the Communists 
want, a person who will follow blindly whatever they tell him. 

James W. Ford never wrote a speech to my knowledge the whole 
time that he was the titular head of the Negro movement in the party. 
Most of his speeches were w ritten for him and he read them. Where 
important issues arose involving problems of the Negro, when James 
W. Ford was asked to take a stand or a position he never did. He 
would have to consult Browder or Jack Stachel or some of the white 
leaders, and as a result of that we characterized him as an “Uncle 
Tom.” To us his name w^as synonymous w ith everything we despise 
and detest. Some of us w^ere outspoken in our criticism of him, and 
as a result some of us were called in by the disciplinary commission 
of the Communist Party. 

I shall never forget when .1 w as called by Charles Dirba, secre¬ 
tary of the national disciplinary commission of the party. Inci¬ 
dentally, the national disciplinary commission is the American Soviet 
secret police agency in this country. I say that without equivocation 
and without the slightest hesitation. Charles Dirba w^as secretary 
of that commission, and Golos, the head of World Tourists, was 
chairman. 

Because I had insisted that Paul Robeson be called in to assist in 
our fight against white chauvinism, Dirba said by making such re¬ 
quests I was doing irreparable harm to the Communist Party, because 
in the first place it was not Paul Robeson’s work, and that by the 
promiscuous use of Paul Robeson’s name it w^ould become general 
knowledge that he was a member of the Communist Party, and they 
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could not afford to have such kno^Yledge become general, because it 
would endanger much work Paul Robeson was engaged in. 

I had to accept that or accept expulsion from the part 3 \ 

In 1939, along came the Nazi-Soviet pact. I shall never forget that 
occasion. AVe were in the national office of the partj reading over the 
newspaper accounts of the Nazi-Soviet pact, and discussing it among 
ourselves. We were shocked and mortified. AVe could not believe 
what the papers stated, and we I’efused to answer the statements of 
the press that such a pact had been entered into, because the day be¬ 
fore we were out denouncing the Nazis, bitterly denouncing all of 
those who supported nazism, and beating the drums for the destruc¬ 
tion of the Nazi power, and all of a sudden we read in the press there 
is a pact between the Nazi Government and the Soviet Union. 

Newspaper reporters called us for a statement. AA^e couldn’t get 
together on a statement, because the Soviet Union had not tipped us 
off in advance. You can imagine the confusion that existed in the 
hierarchy of the party. 

AA^hen word came through that it was authentic, Browder hastened . 
to make a statement on the Nazi-Soviet pact. 

I felt the pact was a betrayal of the world labor movement, the 
world Communist movement; that -many honest liberals who had 
gone along with Russia before had been sold down the river; and I 
expressed my opinions openly and very bitterly, and the result was I 
was called in again by Charles Dirba and severely reprimanded. 

I continued in the party for several months, trying to determine 
whether or not to make the break. I had been in the Communist 
movement since 1930. I had become thoroughly indoctrinated, and 
it was a difficult task for me to make a break at that time, but I 
realized I had to make a break becm se a series of incidents had so 
rankled me and disillusioned me I felt I had to do it then or never. 

I began to drop out of meetings, until finally I made the complete 
break by refusing to attend any further meetings of the party. 

As soon as word got around I had left the party, the party sought 
to assassinate my chamcter by accusing me of being a traitor to labor, 
an opportunist, and a host of other things. It was during that period 
I realized the viciousness and the horrible evil of the Communist move¬ 
ment, because no one could honestly disagree with those people without 
being besmirched, dragged through the gutter. 

Every single place I went to try to reestablish myself in the labor 
movement, they did everything they could within their power—and, 
mind you, they were powerful in the ranks of labor at that time—to 
prevent me from working in any labor organization. 

Unfortunately, along came war. I served honorably in the Navy 
during the war and was able to rehabilitate myself, but these were 
trying years in which there were many threats of physical violence, 
threats I would be thrown in the gutter; ])eopte who used to applaud 
me when I spoke at meetings refused to speak to me. * But I took all 
that on the chin and kept my head high, determined I was going to 
keep my labor ((mnections and stay in the labor field in spite of them. 

That in brief, is the story of my break with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. A"ou spoke of the disci])linary commission. Can 
you name the persons who served on that commission, to your knowl¬ 
edge ? . 

Mr. Johnson. Dirba and Golos were the two I had dealings with. 

044ia.O—49—pt. 2-a 
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There were others, of course, but I never had occasion to meet with 
them. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have also spoken of persons bein^ selected for 
special training in Moscow. Do you know persons who were selected 
for that purpose? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. I selected two students for the Lenin School. 
When I was district organizer in Buffalo I was asked by the national 
committee if I wanted to go to the Lenin School, and I refused by 
stating that I would consider it at a later date. So they asked me 
to maKe two recommendations, and I recommended a young Bussian 
Jewess by the name of Ethel Stevens and a young electrician by the 
name of Barkhill as students to the Lenin School. They did go to the 
Lenin School. They were there, I think a couple years. There were 
also Timothy Holmes, alias George Hewitt; Otto H!all; Haywood; and 
others whose names I cannot recall at this time, who went to the Lenin 
School. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the system of training used in Moscow, 
if you know? 

Mr. Johnson. I know generally, but I would suggest that the com¬ 
mittee call one of the students who was over there. He would be 
more competent to testify on that than I would be. You don’t want 
generalities; you would like specific information. 

Mr. Moulder. Can you suggest the name of a student who would 
cooperate and testify ? 

Mr. Johnson. George Hewitt, I believe, would testify on that phase 
of it. 

Mr. Wood. Do you know his address? 

Mr. Tavenner. We have it. 

Mr. Johnson. Mr. Stokes has it. He talked to us in New York 
about 2 years ago and convinced me I should take part before this 
committee. 

Mr. Wood. Do you know a man named Nowell ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes, from Detroit. He was a student. So were 
Charles White and a number of others whose names I cannot recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to your testimony you were a member 
of the Negro Commission of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. 

. Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe the work of that commission? 

Mr. Johnson. The Negro commission of the national committee of 
the Communist Party had the major responsibility of coordinating 
and directing the work of the Communist Party among the Negro 
people in America. It worked out the program and policy; devised 
various Communist-front organizations around different issues; 
worked out resolutions, and so forth, and the programs for each of 
the Communist-front organizations set up. That was their function. 
In other words, our job was to win the Negro in America over to 
communism. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the relationship of that Commission to 
the American Negra Labor Congress, the Learae of Struggle for 
Negro Rights, and the National Negro Congress? 

Mr. Johnson. The Negro League was formed by the Communist 
Party, and its program was identical with the program of the Com¬ 
munist Party for the Negro. 
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The majority of members of the American Negro Labor Congress 
were Communists or fellow-travelers. It was a very narrow, sectarian 
organization, and the party decided to change its name and broaden 
its activities, so the name was changed to the League of Struggle for 
Negro Rights. It continued the program of the American Negro 
Labor Congress. It published a newspaper, the Liberator, and it had 
a news agency whiem supplied propaganda and money to all the 
colored newspapers. I think it was called the Crusader News Agency, 
headed by Cyril Briggs. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were those organizations financed ? 

Mr. Johnson. I didn’t finish answering vour question. If you will 
hold that question in abeyance. I will finish with the American Negro 
Labor Congress. 

The League of Struggle for Negro Rights was never successful in 
penetrating any broad sections of the Negi*o people. It remained a 
very narrow and sectarian organization. So the party, after having 
received the open letter, which was really drawn in Moscow and called 
for breaking away from narrow organizations, in line with this open 
letter, at a meeting of the national committee which, as I recall, was 
in the latter part of 1934 or early part of 1935, we discussed the gen¬ 
eral situation among Negroes, and the conclusion was that there was 
considerable unrest among them and that the time was historically 
right for the formation of a broad and all-inclusive organization. 

As a result of that discussion and that conclusion, the national 
committee of the party, upon the recommendation of one of the 
members of the Negro commission present at that meeting, decided 
to set up the National Negro Congress. The national committee 
gave James W. Ford the responsibility, along with the Negro com¬ 
mission of the national committee, to form that congress. 

We were fishing around for someone to head the congress, and we 
found there was no finer person to get who was riot a member of 
the party than A. Philip Randolph. He was approached and agreed. 

We had a party member of the committee, John P. Davis, who 
was a member of the party until the time I left. He served as secre¬ 
tary of the provisional committee. 

They contacted liberals all over the country and requested that 
they b!^ame sponsors for this congress, and they succeeded in getting 
many Negro leaders to sponsor the congress. They didn’t know 
it was a Communist-front organization. They were interested in 
combating lynching, Jim Crowism, and so forth. 

The first meeting of the National Negro Congress, which I attended, 
was well represented. They had representatives from all walks oi 
Negro life as well as from white society. 

The first National Negro Congress was successful beyond the 
wildest dream. We met in advance as a Communist fraction and 
drew resolutions and had our people planted on every panel to guar¬ 
antee we would not lose control of the congress, because we were 
afraid it might fall into the hands of those who were not Communists, 
and therefore we would not be able to carry through the party line 
in the congress. 

From time to time the executive board of the congress met. We 
met often in Max Yergan’s office in New York City. It is interesting 
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to note that before each meeting we would have a fraction meeting, 
and we would decide what we would ram down the throats of the 
non-Communists. We would be there about an hour before they 
came, and with them it was a question of accepting what we said. 

We had some people who were known to be Communists, and some 
not known to be Communists but who were in reality Communists. 
When a non-Communist would recommend a proposition, the non- 
party people would oppose it. The people who could not be identified 
as Communists had the responsibility of convincing the non-Com- 
munists that the Communists were right and they should go along 
with them. Sometimes we had differences with non-Communists, 
and they dropped out. 

The second National Negro Congress was held in Philadelphia, 
in 1937. I think it was in October 1937, to be exact. That was even 
more successful than the first Congress. 

The third—and fatal—National Negro Congress was held in Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. The Communists had become so drunk with power, 
and they felt they had such strong control over the congress, that 
they thought they could walk roughshod over the liberals, and they 
antagonized A. Philip Randolph and he began to fight James W. Ford 
and others. 

James W. Ford and others insisted I fight A. Philip Randolph, 
and I refused to do so, and at that time I jiredicted they were on the 
road to breaking up the congress. 

The fight widened to such an extent that Randolph began to speak 
openly against Communist domination. I used to wonder how 
Randolph could be so naive as to not know it was a Communist-front 
or^nization. 

Before the third congress met, we got wind that Randolph was 
going to resign. We had Communists go to that congress represent¬ 
ing various paper organizations so as to give them control in voting. 

When Randolph saw the Congress was packed with Communists, 
Randolph resigned and walked out. Before Randolph did that, how¬ 
ever, the Communists held a big caucus and w’e briefed all the Com¬ 
munists about what w^as going to take place. John P. Davis and others 
were telling us to blast Randolph. 

Mr. Tavenner; You spoke of an open letter being received from 
Moscow. That, of course, was during tne period when directions were 
received directly from Moscow in the operation of the Communist 
Party of the United States ? 

Mr. Johnson. That open letter was directed by Moscow to the 
American Party because the American Party was not growing as fast 
as Moscow felt it should. It was really a call to the American 
Party to broaden and extend its influence and organization among 
section of the workers and farmers and intellectuals and middle-class 
elements that they had never been in contact with before. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke this morning of a severance, on the sur¬ 
face, of the Communist Party of the United States from the Commu¬ 
nist International. What did you mean by that? 

Mr. Johnson. I meant exactly this, that the American Communist 
Party formally severed their relation, but in reality they maintained 
and continued that relation. The formal severance was for general 
consumption. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Was there any difference in the policy line before 
and after this took place ? 

Mr. Johnson. Tnere was no change at all in the policy before and 
after. 

Mr. Tavenner. You said a few moments ago that Dirba discussed 
Paul Kobeson with you. Did any other member of the Commission 
or of the Communist Party discuss him with you ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes; J. Peters. J. Peters was one of those who 
threatened us with expulsion from the party if we ever mentioned 
that Paul Robeson was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have spoken of these various Communist-front 
organizations which were organized by the work of the Communists. 
How were those organizations financed: ? 

Mr. Johnson. They were financed directly by the party. That is, 
the initial money was appropriated by the party. Of course, after 
they were developed, then they conducted their own campaigns and 
sought to collect funds from the public generally. 

Whenever we were in desperate financial straits the party had a way 
of subsidizing them through front organizations. The International 
Workers Order would give substantial contributions and, in short, all 
the front organizations would contribute substantially to the work 
and activities of these groups. In that wav they were able to function. 
^^Tien they had served their usefulness, of course, they were abolished 
and new organizations were formed. 

That is why it is so difficult for the layman to keep track of all the 
different organizations that come into existence, live for a season, and 
perish. 

Mr. Tavenner. This morning, in connection with your testimony, 
you mentioned the Scottsboro case. AVhat was the object in the 
strategy of the Communist Party in regard to that case and the 
Herndon case and other cases of that nature ? 

Mr. Johnson. The Communist Party was looking for some issue 
that they could use to penetrate the ranks of the Negro people. The 
Scottsboro case was made to order for them. They seized upon that 
as a sort of key that would enable them to open the doors of the Negro 
churches and civic organizations and through this medium to link up 
the question of the Scottsboro case with the whole question of the 
right of self-determination and the overthrow of this Government 
and the establishment of the Soviet type of government, and so forth. 

It was a case they felt they could really exploit. As I said this 
morning, in the Negro commission of the national committee we were 
definitely told by James W. Ford and other leaders of the party: “We 
don’t give a darn about the Scottsboro boys. If they burn it doesn’t 
make any difference. We are only interested in one thing, how we 
can use the Scottsboro case to bring the Communist movement to the 
people and win them over to communism.” 

We had trouble with Samuel Liebowitz, counsel for the defense. 
He opposed ^he Communist line in the defense of the boys. We dis¬ 
cussed that and decided to get rid of him. Benjamin Davis was 
appointed to go talk to the mothers of the boys and get them to decide 
to drop Liebowitz as counsel. Ben Davis went down there and did 
that job and they praised him highly for that. 
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Once Liebowitz was out, the Communists felt by getting other at¬ 
torneys who would go along with them, they could continue to have 
mass meetings and parades. That was what the Communists wanted. 
Liebowitz w^anted to fight the case on legal .grounds. The Commu¬ 
nists wanted to dramatize the issues around these mass meetings and 
riots so that they could radicalize the masses, in the first place, and, 
secondly, it would be a good opportunity to indoctrinate them. 

They felt if some of the demonstrations were broken up by the police 
they could say: “Here you are protesting against the legal lynching 
of innocent boys. The police club you for it. The police are instru¬ 
ments of the capitalist class, and the only way to get rid of this condi¬ 
tion is by the complete destruction of the whole system. It is a very 
subtle manner of propaganda. If you hammer away at it long enough 
you will impress a lot of people. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, that was the general attitude of the 
Communist Party towards race riots? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. They were willing to foment race riots, if 
necessary. They were interested in creating confusion and opposition 
to the courts and the Government and the whole system. 

Mr. Wood. Was the cost of such tactics in human lives ever dis¬ 
cussed ? 

Mr. Johnson. They used to tell us the people would never learn 
about the Communist movement unless they were trampled or beaten 
over the head. Human life, to Communists, is cheap. 

Mr. Wood. I understand they were willing to sacrifice the boys in 
tlie Scottsboro case to further communism ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right, they were willing to sacrifice them in 
order to win over Negroes to the Communist Party and its world revo¬ 
lutionary program. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have touched upon it at many different places 
in your testimony, but will you summarize briefiy what you consider 
to be the Communist plan of operation in infiltrating into Negro laW 
unions, or into the labor movement generally ? 

Mr. Johnson. Well, the Communists have organized cells or frac¬ 
tions in many labor unions. These cells operate in a well-coordinated 
and well-directed way. In fact, they meet and they work out a policy. 
Their policy mainly is to find issues around which they can win over 
the rank and file, and after they have won over the ranK and file, have 
them voted into positions of leadership. 

Once they have gained control of a particular local, then they pro¬ 
ceed to change its whole policy. You will find in resolutions, in docu¬ 
ments, and in decisions they will carry out the Communist line in every 
respect. 

I remember when the Communist Party decided in the early thir¬ 
ties to organize the automobile industry. The best Communist or¬ 
ganizers and forces were shoved into Detroit.- The party dumped 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in the organization work, and suc¬ 
ceeded in controlling the powerful automobile union until Eeuther 
and his group succeeded in unseating them, but prior to that they con¬ 
trolled over 1,000,000 members. Through concentration and unity, 
keeping a solid front against opposition, they were able to maintain 
control successfully, because any organized minority can control a 
disorganized majority. 
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The same example can be shown in the transportation industry in 
New York. We in the national office decided the transportation in¬ 
dustry should ^ reorganized, and we assigned hundreds of Commu¬ 
nists to work in the transport industry. The party subsidized the 
movement in the form of leaflets and so forth. 

We picked up Mike Quill and Santos and Hogan, and they did a 
successful job in organizing that industry. Of course. Quill has 
turned against the Communists, and I gave him a lift because I testi¬ 
fied against Santos in the immi^ation nearing, and once Santos and 
Hogan were exposed, the authorities completed the job. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the attitude of the Communist Party toward 
the recognized Negro leadership in the United States? 

Mr Johnson. The Communist Party has nothing but utter con¬ 
tempt for Negro leadership in America. This was best expressed by 
Paul Robeson at the Rockham Palace meeting in Washington. I 
might say for my years in the party and sitting in the higher circles 
of the party, where we discussed Negro leaders, all the Negro leaders, 
with few exceptions, were considered by the Communists as Negro 
petty bourgeois nationalists. Most of them, they contended, would 
want to be capitalists, but because of the absence of basic industry 
among Negroes, they had not attained that goal, but their thinking 
and acting and everything was along the line of that of any other 
capitalist CTOup; that the Negro leaders such as those who headed 
NAACP, Urban League, and large segments of the clergy, were tools 
of the bourgeois state; that they were apologists for all those who 
were champions of the Negro people. In some literature they actually 
called them ‘‘Uncle Toms.” 

The Communists are fighting for control of the Negroes, and in 
order to do that they must destroy the Negro leadership we have in 
NAACP, Urban League, and other organizations whicn have some 
of the finest leaders that the Negro race has ever produced, men 
basically and fundamentally loyal to America who are unalterably 
opposed to communism, and because the Communists know this they 
fear them; and the only way they can gain control over the Negro 
people is to destroy Negro leadership. 

Paul Robeson, who wishes to become the Black Stalin, is exploiting 
discrimination and other ills for that purpose. The Negro people 
have leaders who are fully able and capable of straightening out each 
and every problem that confronts them. I think as time goes 
on that leadership will be strengthened and broadened and will bring 
about great results in the coming years. 

The record of NAACP has been remarkably fine. The record of 
the Urban League has been remarkably fine. And the record of a 
large section of the clergy has been splendid. As a result of their 
efforts, considerable progress has been made. Paul Robeson would 
like to destroy that progress, because he would like to ride into power 
on the broken backs of Negro leaders who are good Americans. 

I was talking to them, and they, like I, have faith in the future of 
America. We believe that as America has solved those problems in 
the past, America will solve them in the future. Good Americans 
without alien connections will work out a policy and program which 
I believe will result in the extension of all democratic rights to the 
Negro minority. 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



516 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF MINORITY GROUPS 


To summarize, if the heads of our Government would speak out in 
this direction and support a broad civil-rights program; and if the 
leaders of the church, and fathers and mothers in the home, and civic 
organizations, would deal with this problem of discrimination and 
segregation and Jim-Crowism; I believe it would go a long way in 
eliminating the inequalities and ills that exist in our republic, and 
bring a new burst of freedom for the Negro people. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you prepared a list of organizations which 
you consider to be, and which according to your own knowledge are, 
Communist-front organizations ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. I have here a list that I would like to read 
into the record of Communist-front organizations among Negroes. 
It is a long list. 

Mr. Wood. We will be glad to have it in the record. 

Mr. Johnson. African Blood Brotherhood: That was one of the 
earliest Communist-front organizations among the Negroes. That 
was headed by Richard B. Moore and Cyril Briggs. That organiza- 
t ion now is out of existence. 

All Harlem Youth Conference: That, also, is no longer functioning, 
but it was one of the organizations aimed at penetrating the Negro 
youth of Harlem. 

American Committee for a Free Indonesia: This is a Communist- 
front organization. When they speak of a Free Indonesia they mean 
a Communist-dominated Indonesia. 

Mr. Wood. That organization is still in existence? 

Mr. Johnson. That organization is still in existence. 

American Committee for a Korean People’s Party: That organi¬ 
zation is at present in existence, and it has as its objective the winning 
of support of the Negro people for the Communist Party program 
in Korea, to raise funds and give moral support to it. 

American Committee for Indonesian Inclependence: That is similar 
to the American Committee for a Korean People’s Party. 

American Negro Labor Congress: That is now out of existence. 

Artists Committee for Protection of Negro Rights: That had as its 
object Communist penetration of Negro artists. It is now* out of 
existence. 

Citizens Committee for the Appointment of a Negro to the Board of 
Education: That, also, was a Communist-front organization which is 
now’ defunct. 

Civil Rights Congress: That is a Communist-front organization 
which is at the present time operating. 

Committee Against Jim Crow in Military Service and Training: 
This is an organizaton that came about during the war. It is not 
functioning at the moment, but it had as its objective the winning 
over of Negroes in the armed services to the Communist policy. 

Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy: This organiza¬ 
tion is still functioning. It has as its program the support of Cuin- 
munist policy in the Far East. 

Committee for the Negro in the Arts: This is a Communist-front 
organization to win over Negroes in the arts to the Communist 
policy. 

Committee to Abolish Peonage: That was a Communist-front or¬ 
ganization aimed at penetrating the deep South. It is no longer 
functioning. 
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Committee to Aid the-Fighting South: That organization is still 
functioning. It is another Communist-front organization to pene¬ 
trate theNegroes in the deep South. 

Committee to Defend Angelo Herndon: That organization is out 
of existence. Most of you remember Angelo Herndon was arrested 
in Georgia and sentenced to 20 years. I think he was convicted under 
an old slave insurrection law. ' Ben Davis defended him. 

Council of Young Southerners, also known as League of Young 
Southerners: That was another Communist-front organization which 
is now out of existence. 

Council on African Affairs: That is a Communist-front organiza¬ 
tion to develop moral support for the Communist Party in Africa. 

Defense Committee for Claudia Jones: Claudia Jones is a Commu¬ 
nist who was arrested by the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
as an enemy alien. She is out on bail. That committee is still in 
existence. 

George Washington Carver School: That was a school set up by 
the Communist Party in Harlem. Its purpose is to teach Negroes 
Marxism, Leninism, and proletarian revolution. 

Mr. Wood. Is that still in existence? 

Mr. Johnson. I think it went out of existence in the last few weeksL 
It may be functioning in a sharply curtailed way, but I am not too 
sure. I know it was in existence until recently. 

Harlem Committee to End Police Brutality: That committee is no 
longer functioning, but it was also a Communist-front organization 
among Negroes. 

Harlem Committee To Free the Trenton Six: That is a Communist- 
front organization among Negroes which is still in existence. 

Harlem Council on Education: That was also a Communist-front 
organization, now nonexistent. 

Herndon Defense Committee: That was also a Communist-front 
organization which is no longer functioning. 

International Committee of Negro Workers: That was a Commu¬ 
nist-front organization. It is now out of existence. 

International Committee on African Affairs: That committee is no 
longer functionii^. It was a Communist-front organization. 

International Trade Union Committee for Negro Workers: That 
is a current Communist-front organization. 

International Workers Order: That is a Communist-front insurance 
organization. They use insurance in order to^t into the Communist 
movement generally many people who won’t join the Communist 
Party, but who, through their contributions and moral support, aid 
the party. ‘ 

Mr. Wood. Th^ are still in existence ? 

Mr. Johnson. They are still in existence. 

League for Protection of Minority Rights: That was a Communist- 
front organization which is now out of existence. 

League of Struggle for Negro Rights: That organization is now 
out of existence. 

League of Young Southerners: That was a Communist-front or¬ 
ganization to penetrate Negroes in the South. It is now out of 
existence. 

National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax*: That was a Com¬ 
munist-front organization. It is no longer in existence. 
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National Conference of Negro Youth:* That was another Com¬ 
munist-front organization which is no longer in existence. 

National Emergency Committee to Stop Lynching: That was a 
Communist-front organization. It is now out of existence. 

National Negro Congress: That is a Communist-front organization 
now out of existence with the exception of a few scattered chapters, 
but for all practical purposes its influence is absolutely nil among 
Negroes. 

National Student Committee for Negro Problems: That is out of 
existence. 

Negro Cultural Committee: That committee is out of existence. 

Ne^o Labor Victory Committee: That was a Communist-front 
organization very active during the war. It is now out of existence. 

Negro People’s Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy: That com¬ 
mittee is no longer functioning. 

Scottsboro Defense Committee: That committee is now out of 
existence. » 

Southern Nej^o Youth Congress: That was another Communist- 
front organization used to penetrate Negroes in the South. It is no 
longer in existence. 

I^uthern Youth Legislature: That organization is no longer in 
existence. 

United Aid for Peoples of African Descent: That organization was 
used to develop moral and financial support for the Communist move¬ 
ment in Africa. 

United Front for Herndon: That is now out of existence. 

United Harlem Tenants and Consumers Organization: That is a 
Communist-front organization which still has units functioning in 
Harlem at the present time. 

United Negro and Allied Veterans of America: That is a current 
Negro veterans’ organization. Immediately after the war the Com¬ 
munists made desperate efforts to win over Negro veterans, and this 
organization was one of the Communist fronts set up to get the Negro 
veterans into the Communist Party. 

Veterans Against Discrimination of Civil Eights Congress of New 
York: That is a Communist front aimed at winning over Negro 
veterans to the Communist Party. 

Communist-front publications: 

Negro Champion. That is no longer functioning. 

Liferator. No lon^r functioning. 

New Africa. That is a Communist front. 

People’s Voice. No longer in existence. It was a front publica¬ 
tion for the Communist Party. 

That completes the list of organizations and publications which I 
have here for insertion in the record. 

Mr. Tavennbr. You made reference to an alien enemy proceeding. 
At this time I think there is no such thing. You must mean a depor¬ 
tation proceeding? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the operations of the Communist Party, how did 
it proceed to raise the funds which were necessary to carry on its 
work? 

Mr. Johnson. The party had numerous methods of raising funds. 
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The party had heavy and substantial contributors among very 
wealthy people. In the party we used to call them “bleeding hearts.’’ 
That meant persons with plenty of dough who wanted to do something 
for the working people. We used to tap them, and they were tapped 
heavily and made substantial contributions to the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you tap “bleeding hearts” in and around the 
District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Johnson. We had them all over the country. Wherever there 
was a Communist movement we found “bleeding hearts” we could go 
to and get substantial contributions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you name any large contributors here in the 
District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Johnson. I would suggest you defer that question until a 
future date. I didn’t come prepared to go into that phase of it. 

Mr. Wood. Was not one of the meth^s of getting these contri¬ 
butions, in order to make it more attractive to the donors to make the 
contributions, to set up front organizations under appealing names, 
obtain certificates from the Treasiiry Department that contributions 
to those organizations were tax-free, and therefore tax-free contri¬ 
butions were funneled into the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. During the Scottsboro campaign hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were collected all over the country by Com¬ 
munists. Very little of it was spent for the defense, and very little 
got back to the Scottsboro boys or their parents. I remember at one 
time the Scottsboro parents complained because they were not helmd 
out financially. So they decided to send the Scottsboro mothers $15 
a week. That was a drop in the bucket compared to the money col¬ 
lected. Money collected for the Scottsboro boys was used for Com¬ 
munist Party activities. All they paid for the defense were counsel 
fees and transcripts, and the balance of the money was siphoned off for 
Party activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you anything else to say about their methods 
of raising money ? 

Mr. Johnson. Mostly through contributions and collections. They 
were pretty good at maxing collections. When you have a good issue, 
people will contribute. As far as the newspaper is concerned, the 
International Press was a form of subsidy to the Communist Party. 

The information that you have gotten from me today was not 
prepared before I came here. Mr. Stokes spoke to me about a couple 
years ago in New York, and met with me again several months ago, 
and I discussed with him some of the things which I have put in the 
record. They are more or less familiar to me. To answer some of 
the questions you ask thoroughly and as they should be answered 
would necessitate my refreshing my recollection and checking on 
certain records and so forth which I have. I will be glad to come at 
any future time to assist you in establishing the facts as to Communist 
activities in this republic . 

Mr. Wood. Do you know a party by the name of James S. Allen ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. I have Imown him over 15 years. 

Mr. Wood. Is he known to you to be a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. He was a member of the Communist Party 
when I was a member of the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Wood. Did he publish a periodical of some sort known as Negro 
Liberation ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. He was second only to Harry Haywood on 
this subject. 

Mr. Wood. It ^eems in one of the publications of Negro Liberation 
in 1988 a map was included, a blueprint of which I hand you, and I 
ask you if that corresponds in area to the plan you testified had been 
promulgated sometime ago for the establisnment of a Negro republic 
in the South? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. I have seen this in the pamphlet, Negro Lib¬ 
eration, and I am fully familiar with this map. This repre^nts the 
territory which T mentioned in my earlier testimony. This is the 
old Cotton Belt, or the old Black Belt. 

Mr. Wood. The area in white on the map is the area that was to be 
included in the Negro republic? 

Mr. Johnson. That is right. 

Mr. Wood. And I believe you said the plan that was promulgated 
by the Communist Party of America was that the Ne^oes in that 
area were to secede from the Union ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 

Mr. Wood. By force and violence, if necessary ? 

Mr. Johnson. That is absolutely correct. 

Mr. Wood. Was it ever discussed what the cost in lives would be? 

Mr. Johnson. They don’t care about that so long as they carry 
through their program. They are the most ruthless and unscrupulous 
politicians the world has ever produced. 

Mr. Wood. Is it your opinion any person in responsible position in 
the Communist Party at the time that plan was under consideration 
had the faintest idea such plan could succeed in this republic of ours? 

Mr. Johnson. No. I would say this, that the majority of Negroes 
who were attracted to the Communist Party never understood that 
particular phase of the policy. It was only a small minority of lead¬ 
ers, the top strata of Negro Communists, who were familiar with this. 

Mr. Wood. I am talking of the top strata of the Communist Party, 
do you think any of them had the faintest idea this plan could suc¬ 
ceed? 

Mr. Johnson. They are positive it is possible of achievement, and 
they are determined to carry it through. 

Mr. Wood. You think that is the policy today ? 

Mr. Johnson. That, in my opinion, is still the policy. I know of no 
example of their changing the basic line already set forth. They seek 
to destroy the Government, and I assume, Mr. Chairman, you would 
b^ the first one they would liquidate. 

Mr. Wood. I have had that idea for some time. 

The Chair offers that map in evidence. It has been identified." 

You are here in response to a subpena served upon you? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. 

Mr. Wood. Any further questions? 

Mr. Stokes. T^ile you were a functionary of the Communist 
Party, were you ever sent out of the United States on a Communist 
mission ? 

Mr. Johnson. Yes. T was secretary of the American Commission 
to Cuba, and I was sent to Cuba to help the revolutionary forces there. 

See appendix, p. 52.S. Manning Johnson Exhibit 15. Reproduced as frontispiece. 
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I might say, from the point of view of background, that Cuba at that 
time was in a state of revolution. They had overthrown the govern¬ 
ment of Machado, and the Mendieta-Batista revolutionary junta had 
come into power. 

We were assigned to tour the island and assist the Communist forces 
to overthrow the Mendieta-Batista junta and put in power Grau San 
Martin and his group. They considered the Grau San Martin govern¬ 
ment would be a government that would permit Communists to oper¬ 
ate op)enly. 

That is all I can recall at the present time. But I do know we were 
thrown in jail down there, and I never will forget the experience. We 
sailed on the S. S, Oriente a short time after the Moro Castle burned. 

When we arrived in Cuba we were herded like cattle off the S. S. 
Oriente to a separate part of the dock, and there we were lined up, 
searched, surrounded by the national police and a lot of other law- 
enforcement agencies, then lined up two abreast, marched into a motor 
boat, and taken to shore. We were surrounded by armed guards. 
They had pistols, tear gas, and everything. We were marched up a 
winding hill, and every 2 or 3 minutes they would stop us and count 
us. 

They took us in a heavily barricaded room and placed us with a sol¬ 
dier, bayonet fixed, and with pistol and club, at the foot of each bunk. 

We had to sleep on a double-decker bunk with no mattress, nothing 
but ordinary springs. In the morning they served us fruit and hard¬ 
tack and conee. Those who could sleep were rudely awakened by the 
butt of a rifle. 


Finally, we were able to contact the American consulate, through 
whose intervention we were freed and shipped back to the States 
on the steamship Oriente. The group who had come to the docks to 
meet us were severely slugged. 

Mr. Stokes. You say “we.” Who accompanied you? 

Mr. Johnson. Clifford Odets was chairman. I was the secretary. 


That was the same year of the Moro Castle catastrophe. We came to 
Washington at that time to protest to the State Department. Jefferson 
Caffrey was ambassador to Cuba at that time. 

Mr. Stokes. So you were sent to Cuba to participate in the revolu¬ 
tion in that country ? 

Mr. Johnson. Of course. What other purpose did we have for 
going there? 

Mr. Wood. Any further questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. You referred to the People’s Voice, I believe, in your 
testimony. Was that the People’s Voice published in New York? 

Mr. Johnson. That is correct. 


Mr. Tavenner. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Wood. Thank you very much for coming here and for the infor¬ 
mation you have given us. You may be excused under your subpena 
unless you are otherwise notified by the committee. 

Mr. Johnson. Thank you. 

(Whereupon the hearing continued with testimony of C. B. Clark, 
printed under same title, pt. 1.) 
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APPENDIX 


Exhibits Introduced Into the Record During Testimony of Manning Johnson 
AND Retained in the Files of the Committee on Un-American Activities 

(Photographic reproductions of Manning Johnson exhibits follow) 
Manning Johnson: 

Exhibit No. 1—Party Organizer, issued by central committee of the Com¬ 
munist Party, United States of America, volume VI, No. 11, November 1933, 
front cover and page 11. 

Exhibit No. 2—Pamphlet, An American Holiday, May Day 1939, by Jane 
Pilley, Department Store Employees’ Union, front cover and page show¬ 
ing that this pamphlet was published by the United May Day Provisional 
Committee, 125 West Forty-fourth Street, New York City, April 1939, 
together with list of membership of that committee, including Manning 
Johnson, business agent. Cafeteria Workers Union, Local 392, A. F. of ll 

Exhibit No. 3—Pamphlet, Second National Negro Congress, October 15, 16, 
and 17, 1937, annual program, Metropolitan Opera House, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; front cover and page showing Manning Johnson, New York City, 
delegate from Cafeteria Employees’ Union, Local 302, A. F. of L., as a 
discussion leader. 

Exhibit No. 4—Letter to City Secretary, signed by Paul M. Reid, executive 
secretary, American League Against War and Fascism, on letterhead of 
that organization, showing officers and national executive committee, the 
latter including Manning Johnson as a member, under date of August 22, 
1935. 

Exhibit No. 5—Program, the Greater New York Emergency Conference on 
Inalienable Right, Monday, February 12, 1940, showing Manning Johnson 
as a speaker. 

Exhibit No. 6—Pamphlet, The Road to Liberation for the Negro People, 
distributed by the Stuyvesant-Bedford section. Communist Party, 1660 
Fulton Street, an appeal by a group of persons including fanning Johnson. 

Exhibit No. 7^Letter on letterhead of People’s Congress for Democracy and 
Peace, November 26-28, 1937, Pittsburgh, Pa., called by American League 
Against War and Fascism, showing Manning Johnson as a member of the 
national executive committee, dated November 3, 1937, and signed by 
James Lerner, youth secretary. 

Exhibit No. 8—Soviet Russia Today, June 1935, front cover and page 25. 

Exhibit No. 9—Daily Worker, April 29,1938, page 1. 

Exhibit No. 10—Daily Worker, April 12,1938, page 5. 

Exhibit No. 11—Daily Worker, April 7, 1938, page 3. 

Exhibit No. 12—Daily Worker, June ^ 1937, page 5. 

Exhibit No. 13—Daily Worker, February 17,1986, page 2. 

Exhibit No. 14—Daily Worker, January 21, 1936, page 1. 

Exhibit No. 15—Map compiled by the Communist Party showing the area 
(11 Southern States) which would be set up by the Communist Party 
as a Negro Soviet Republic. (First published in the Negro Liberation in 
1938 by James S. Allen.) (Frontispiece.) 
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this victory, consulted the wire drawers on how they achieved this 
victory. It was on the basis of the work among the wire drawers 
that we were able to draw into a major battle the workers of this 
decisive steel plant in Buffalo, through which we were able to 
build the Party, to establish the Steel and Metal Workers’ Union 
in Black Rock. The A. F. of L. is active in Buffalo, but we did 
not stand on the sidelines. Everywhere the A. F. of L. was active 
we were there, challenging the A. F. of L. for leadership of the 
masses. One of the workers pumped a question at John C. Johnson, 
Secretary of the Central Labor Council, and a Negro worker took 
the floor and challenged him on the Negro question, and this threw 
him off his balance, and then I spoke for thirty minutes, after which 
I told the workers to join the Steel and Metal Workers’ Union, and 
they did join that union. 

Against Mechanical Separation 

There have been weaknesses also in our work. Leading com¬ 
rades are often afraid to bring in the role of the Party in these 
struggles, so deep-rooted is the fear of bringing in the Communist 
Party. When I was active in the strike in Buffalo the workers did 
not raise the question of the '"Reds,” and I myself brought in this 
question. I said, **You know that I am a member of the Commu¬ 
nist Party, but I am also a steel worker and I am here to help you 
organize for higher wages and better conditions.” When this ques¬ 
tion w’as raised, the comrades said that the workers would call the 
union a red union, and although I worked in the steel mills in 
Buffalo, I had to fight them to get a book for the union, and only 
a few days ago, after three months of struggle, I got a book to 
the Steel and Metal Workers’ Union. This mechanical separation 
of the Party from trade union work, this fear that when a Party 
comrade becomes a District Organizer he cannot have anything to 
do with mass struggles, is absolutely incorrect. The place of a Dis¬ 
trict Organizer is among the workers and not in an office. 

There was also a tendency to put the highly skilled, former aris¬ 
tocracy of labor and certain petty bourgeois elements into the leader¬ 
ship instead of basing the leadership of our unions on non-skilled 
and semi-skilled workers. Because of this situation the comrades 
were influenced by the ideology of those skilled and petty bourgeois 
elements, and we have suffered from this because some of these un¬ 
stable elements became the active agents and tools of the steel barons 
in fighting against the union. This should be a lesson not only for 
our District, but for the entire Party, not to base our unions upon 
the skilled only, but mainly on unskilled and semi-skilled elemen^. 

—MANNING JOHNSON. ^ 
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IfilAAC AGUSH» Secr^tAry-Treasurer » 

Palnterc District Council No. II. A. F. of Lu 
1X>|J18 BAAll^ Business Mannrer 

__International Woodworkers of America Local les. C.I.O. 

ANN BEKFNHOLZ. Executive Secretary 

• Office and Professional Workera C.I.O. 

ALBKBT OHIDONI* Secretary-Treasurer 

Painters District CouncU No. I, A. F. of L. 

YITO 0108A« Business Aeent 

Tailors Union Local 1, A.aW^ CI.O. 

BEN GUDES» Secretary-lianaser 
*, ™ Employees Local lift, CLI.O. 

A1 « KXAN 1>EE HOFFMAN, General Manager 

Cleaners and Dyers Union Local ttf. A-C.W„ C.I.O. 

MANNING JOHNSON. Business Asent 

Cafeteria Workers Union XiOcal IDS. A. F. of Li. 

CONRAD KAYE. Manager 

Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of America 
Ix wal € 2k A. F. of L. 

ROCKWELL KENT. President # V 

united American Artists Local 10, U.O.P.W.A,. C.LO. ^ 

SAM KRAMBERO. Secretary-Treasurer 

Cafeteria Workers Union. Local 102. A. F. of L. 

JAMES LUSnO, District Representative 

Machine Workers UniOB. Distrtet 4, CI.O. 
JOSEPH MAGLIACANO. Secretary-Treasurer 
Beddlnr Local 140. C.LO. 

CLAUDE H. MASON. SecretaiT 

Dlnlns Car Employees Union. Local 170. A. F. of U 
CLARINA MICHELSON. President 

Department Store Employees Union Local 12S0. CLI.O. 

CHARLES OBERKIBSCH. President ' 

Cooka Countermen, Soda Dispensers and Assistants Union Local SIS. 

A. F, of L. 

ARTHUR OSBtAN. President 

United Wholesale and Warehouse Employees Local IS. C.I.O. 

MAX PERLOW. Manager 

Furniture Workers Union tSocal 71-B. C.LO. 

MORRIS FIZER, Secretary-Trsasurm* 

Upholsterers Union Local 71. C.LO. 

IRYING POTASH. Manager 
Furriers Joint Board. C.LO. 

ARMANDO RAMIREZ, Secretary-Treasurer / 

United Ct«nr Local Industrial Union 271, C.LO. ^ 

L ROSENBERG. Manager 

United Shoe Workers of America, Joint Council No, IS. C.I.U 
FERDINAND SMITH, Vice-President 
National Maritime Uhioh, OI.O. 

LEON SWERDLOVE, Recording Secretary 

International Jewelry Workers. Local 1, A. F, of L. 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK. President 

Painters District Council No. f. A. F. of L. 
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Trade Union Sessions 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16—10 A. M. 

Orchestra Floor 

Industrial Unionism and the Negro 

Chairman: FRED D. STUBBS, 

Fairmont, W. Va.; delegate from District 31, United Mine Workers of 
America. 

Discussion Leaders: (Each leader to take not more than ten minutes.) 

FRANK, R. CROSSWAITH, 

New York City; delegate from the Socialist Party and Drgani^er for the In¬ 
ternational Ladies’ Garment W'orkers Union. 

COLUMBUS ALSTON, 

Richmond, Va.; delegate from the Southern Negro Youth Congress and 
C I. O. organizer for tobacco workers. 

MANNING JOHNSON, 

New York City; delegate from Cafeteria Employees Union, Local 302, 
A. F. of L. 

REVELS CAYTON, 

San Francisco, Cal.; vice-president District Council Number 2 of the Mari¬ 
time Federation of the Pacific Coast. 

(The session will close promptly at 12.15 P. M.) 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16—2 P. M. 

Orchestra Floor 

Orgranization of Negro Workers 

Chairman: MISS MALT>E WHITE, 

Cleveland, Ohio; chairman of the Labor Committee of Cle\eland Council of 
the National Negro Congress. 

Discussion Leaders: (Each leader to take not more than ten minutes.) 

PAUL KIRK, 

Detroit, Mich.; organizer for the United Automobile Workers of America. 
VCTLLIAM SAXBY TOWNSEND, 

Chicago. III.; president of the International Brotherhood of Station Porters. 
JAMES NELSON. 

W'ashington, D. C.; president of District 50 of the L^^nited Mine Workers of 
America. 

PHILIP MURRAY. 

Pittsburgh, Pa.; chairman of the Steel W’orkers Organizing Committee. 
JEROME DAVIS, 

New Haven, Conn.; president (»f the American Federation of Teachers. 
(The session will close promptly at L15 P. M.) 
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Ambmican LSAOUK ' 




ksamltrs:^ 


AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 





■oimiiw 4—? 


HARIIY F. WARD 

rOrkrt norm Lovrrr 
LINCOLN VrCFFKNR 
KARL RROWDKR 

I VIO'CMAMUIAM 

WILUAM F. MANOOLO 


AiBCitt 22, 1935 


Dmut City SRcraUryt 


NATtONAL RURCAU 
I ROOKR BALDWIN 
UtROV B. BOWMAN 
RLKANOR BRANNAN 
KLMBR CARTER 
FAUL CROBBIK 
MAROARKT FORBVTN 
CLARKNCK HATHAWAY 
DONALD HINOKRBON 
WILUAM F. MANOOLD 
•AMUKL C. FATTKRBON 
HARRY F. WARD 
JAMBS WATERMAN WISE 


BBr« it the firet part of tbt ^ Badi-nMdM 

OBOyunZiTlOOl EAVD SOOKI Sw latlosal Orcanismtion Oomlttoo 
hat tpent lon^ hourt of care Ail work In coo^illnB and jdit’no 
thlt material. It it do tinned to ^de the eork of our T^iiou 
Branchet and City Coemiitteet all OYer the country. Itt 
litt in your of it. Ibe completed HABUBOOI oorert tho 1»* 
portent quettioni at to the nature and organitation of the 
League that haYe ariten in many placet. 


BKCRKTARIAL STAFF 


FAUL M. REID 


Read it oareAilly, tee to it that the other mt^ert of your 
City Central Coisaittee or Branch read it; ditcutt itt contents, 
let ut know irtwther the Book it helpAil, and ehat additional 
information would he use ful to you4 


CLARA BOOIAN 


WALDO MCNUTT 
.UVUMVIOIM 

LISTON M. OAK 
Ooi^HY MCCONNELL 

VPWTM 

JAMES LKRNKR 


You will note that the EIBIBOOI it itsued in loot»-leaf fozv 
and in Sedtiona. Thit it to make for the eaty addition of new 
material. Get a cheep binder to fit theta punched theete, and 
keep the BABUBOOZ for ready reference by all your Lea^ workers* 


The rett of Section XT (the retiainder of item II, and III and ZT) 
will be out toon, and may eaaily be added. 


The last half of the SABIBOOK will cower the following aoctionsi 


▲ City Central Comiittee in Operation 

Eow to extexid a City Central Casndttee into a coumnity. 

Bow to run moetin^a. 

The Sections of the Leefue ■ Women*t. Trade Union, etc* 

Thin^ TO DO 

Don'ta 

Mitcellaneout itmms 


Additional copies of the ocaqpleted EUOBOOZ will coat 20/. 
You may hawe other copies of the first half for 10^. 


FIfRtBi 


Blmfiereljr yourt,^^ , 
W Aril A . 

lEecutiYt Secrete^ 
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» I. Aalic, WucniMin 
I Aatcr/Ncv York 
r Bdriwia, New York 
L G i m oo Barr. WtMooiio 
[ BerfadM. New York 
I Bwdnkafip. New York 
VMS Blotoc; Miasoiari 
> Reeve Bkwr, Pcnnsylvaota 


p S. Bowmaii, New York 
r Bridies, California 
'■ Browjg ^ New York 
kdlieB Brown, Ohio 
<ikd B^rd. lUiaois 
I uufrad Chappell, New York 
ipe A. Coe, lUinois 
Gcorie S. Coono, New York 
pAloolflB Cowlcf. New York 
W. L Dm. WiMiflMiitM 
' Dcocr, Disc, of r.<Uii«nK^« 
Porejnh, New Y<n^ 

! Gaica. New York 
) Gold, New York 
I L CmiIAm. New York 






■ T ■■ '. ■ 


■i'mm 




NATIONAL EXEOJTIVB COMMITTEB 

Rabbi Beojainin Goldstein, New YoA 
. Dr. Israel Goldstein. New York 
Mrs. Annie E. Graf, Colorado ^ 

Gibert Grecsu New York 
Qarence Hathaarsf, New York 
A, A. HeUer, New York 
Donald Henderson, Dist. of Columbia 
Harold Hteketsoo, Disc of Columbia 
Rof Hudson, New YoA 
Langston Hughes, California 
Rabbi Edward L Israel, Maryland 
Clareoa Irwin, Ohio 
Lela R. Jackson, Peonsylvania 
Herman Jensen, Wisconsin 
Manning Johnson, New York . 

A. H. Johnston. Ohio 
Rev. Herbert King, 

Ernst Komfeld, IVnosyNaoia 
Corliaa Lamont, New YoA 
. James Lcroer, New YoA 
E. O Liodetnann, New YoA 
U>la Mamkk Uofd, Illinoia 
(J^iben Mona Ltn^ lUiaois 
WiUiMi P. Mangold 




Waldo McNutc Kaoaas - 

Rev. J. A. Martin 

Rev. R. Lester Mondale, Illinois 

Peter OnisiA, Pennsylvania 

Samuel C Patterson. New YoA 

D. R. Poindexter, Illinois 

Rev. A. Clayton Powell, Jr., New York 

Henry Shepard. New YoA 

Tredarell Smith, New Yorx 

Rev. William B. Spofford, New York 

Lincoln Steffens, California 

Maxwell S. Strarart, New YoA 

Louise Thompson, New York 

Alfred Wagenkoechc New York 

Colston E. Warne, Massacbuscra 

Dr. Harry F. Ward. New York 

Louts Weinstock, New YoA 

Jama Wechsler, New York 

John Werltck. Illinois 

Ridiard Babb Whinco, Louisiana 

Ella Winter. California 

Alex V. Wright, Virgiaia 

Charla Zimmerman. New YoA 
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Program 

OW THE 

GREATER NEW YORK EMERGENCY CONFERENCE 
ON INALIENABLE RIGHTS 

Monday, February 12, ISHO 

AT 

TWO WEST SIXTY-FOURTH STREET - NEW YORK CITY 

THE MEETING HOUSE OF THE SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE 

T 

Organized anti-democratic forces are threatening the security and freedom 
of human personality and the rights of minority groups here in the United States. 

They are dividing, confusing and weakening those who wish to maintain our 
free democratic institutions. Such forces of oppression and fear, growing stronger 
because of the war in Europe, must iK)t be permitted to overwhelm us. Never 
before have our constitutional liberties been under such concerted attack. At 
this moment we have a special respqnsibility as a united people to meet our 
danger and protect our rights. There arc literally thousands of non-political 
organizations in the City of New York which are vitally concerned with the 
maintenance of the Bill of Rights, with minority and neighborhood relations and 
with and-democratic legislation. This Conference is for them. 

Robert W. Searle, Chairman 


9:30 A.M.-~REGISTRATION OF DELEGATES 

and visitors 

11A.M. GENERAL session 
Presiding Chairman -. Dr. Max Yeroan, Diwtor, In- 
temadonal Coramitec on African Affairs 

12:30 to 2 P.M.—LUNCHEON INTERVAL 
2-5 P.M.—PANEL DISCUSSIONS—announcement of 
Panel Chairmen and Speakers on page 2 
5-8 P,M.~D1NNER interval 
8 P.M.—GENERAL SESSION 
Presiding Chairman: Dr. Frank Kingdom, President, 
University of Newark 
Reports of Panel Discussions 
Selection of Continuations Committee 


SPEAKERS; 

Dr. John Rixiott. Senior l..eader. Society 
Ethical Culture 

Congressman John M. Coffee 

Dr. Mary E. Woolley, President Emeritus of 
Holyoke College 

Professor K . N. Llewellyn, Columbia U 
School 

Roger N. Baldwin, Director, American Civil 1 
erties Union 

Samuel L. M. Barlow, National Emergency C 
fcrence for Democratic Rights 

Other Speakers to be Announced 


GREATER NEW YORK EMERGENCY CONFERENCE ON INALIENABLE RICH 
Room 508 2 West 43rd Street, New York City Tel PEnnsylvania S-> 
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PANELS 


Panel I—“FOREIGN BORN’ 


..ow to focus our energies the better to 
reserve the rights of the f(»eign bom. 
How the foreign-language and foreign- 
groups can unite to preserve and en- 
jfge democracy for themselves and for 
'■ Americans. 

How to bring before the foreip-bom their 
'jties aiKi privileges as Amencaru. 

w to disseminate and coordinate the 
o«t in both foreign and American cultures 
iut both may gain in understanding. 


Chairman of Panel: Da. Frank Kinodon, President University of 
Newark • 

Panel Speakers: Da. Gerald F. Machacek, President, United C«- 
choslovak American Societies 
Erwin H. Klaus, Editor, The German-American 
Younohill Kano, New York University 
Edward Cotthi, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Public 
Welfare ^ 

Vilmjalmur Steeansson 

Irving Noviok, Acting Secretary,. American Committee for the 
Protection of the Foreign Bora 

M. Garrioa, IntT Vice-President, Hotel and ResUurant Work¬ 
ers Union 

Nathaniel Philues, President, National League for American 
Citizenship ^ 

Dr. Emil Lenoyil 


Panel II—‘THE CHURCH AND THE CHALLENGE TO DEMOCRACY” 


-hat Democracy means to Religion, 
v^hat Religion means to Democracy. 

-hat are the official attitudes of the Re- 
<ious Bodies toward all phases of Dis- 
runinatkm. 

hat is involved in freedom of speech for 
le clergy. 

Vhat is the Responsibility of the Church 
the face of attacks upon Minorities, 
hat practical methocb are available to 
' Church. 


Chairman of Panel: Rev. Lorenzo H. Kino, St. Mark’s Methodist 
Church 

Panel Speakers: Dr. Emanuel Chapman, Fordham University 
Rev. a. J. Musts, American Labor Temple 
Rabbi Wiluam F. Rosenblum, Exec. Committee member. 
New York Board of Jewish Ministers 
Rev. John Paul Jones, Union Church of Bay Ridge 
Dr. Theodore F. Savage, President, the Greater New York 
Federation of Churches 

Rabbi David DeSola Pool, Spanish and Portuguese Syrugogue 


Ws Civil Righu 

-gressional Investigating Committm 

s. Dies Committee—its methods, procedure 
snd objectives. 

h. The Smith Committee—its methods, pro* 
cedure and objectives. 

c The LaFtdlette Committee—comparison of 
procedure %irith that of ocher Confresak>nal 
invettifatinf committees, 
legislation and the Trade Union Move- 

ricnt 

s. Analysis of the Alien Bills. 

b. Crimioal Syndicalism Laws. 

c. The application of the Sherman Anti-trust 
Act. 


Chairman of Panel : Leo Huberman 

Panel Speaker^: Merle Vincent, General Solicitor, Wages and 
Hours Administration 

Elmer Brown, President, Typographical Union, Local No. 6, 
A. F. of L. 

Nathan Green 

Gardner Jackson, Labor's Non-Partisan League 

Manning Johnson, Business Agent, Cafeteria Emploveei^ 
Union, A. F. of L. ^ 

Other speakers to be announced. 


d. The Wacet and Hours Law. 


Panel FV—“ORGANIZING OUR NEIGHBORHOODS FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION” ' 


tual experiences of violations of civil 
berties in neighborhoods, 
nd.ng Legislation against Civil Liberties, 
hat the Neighborhoods are accomplish- 

&• 

L^ilative conferences; citizens' rights groups; 
r>rirhborhood papers; the financing of nei^ 
borhood groups. 

■ lical steps to be taken to further or¬ 
ganization in the neighborhoods. 


Chairman of Panel: Dean Ned H. Dearborn, New York University 
Panel Speakers: Hon. Stanley M. Isaacs 
Hon. Vrro Marcantonio 

Dr. Leonard Cov'Ello, Principal, Benjamin Franklin High j 
School , 

Thomas E. Stone, Executive Director, New York City Coor-1 
dinating Cenrnmittee for Democratic Action I 

Lestf.r Granger, Secretary, Committee on Negro Welfare, | 
Welfare Council of New York I 
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Panel V— “EDUCATION AS BASIS FOR TOLERANCE AND DEMOCRACY” 


1. Personal Experiences Dealing with; 

a. Minority Diacrimioation in Our Sclioola. 

b. Student Orfanixation and Relatiooa. 

c. Faculty Organixation and Relabona. 

2. Education and Propaganda. 

3. Legislative Threats to Our Educational 
System. 

4. What Has Been Done to Counteract Anti¬ 
democratic Tendencies in the Field of 
Education. 

5. Practical Steps That Must Be Taken to 
Preserve Academic Freedom. 


ChoiTman of Panel: pRorEasoa Waltea Rautenstaauch, Colum | 
bia Univenity 

Panel Speakers: Da. Chaales H. Fishea, former president, Wai | 
em Washington College of Education 
Da. Benjamin HAAStow, College of of the City of New Yod| 
Paof. Robeat K. Spesa, New York University 
Da. Bella V. Dodo, Legislative Represenutivc, New Yofk| 
State Federation of Teachen’ Unions 
WiLUAM A. Hamm, Asst. Superintendent of Schools 
Page. Doxev R. Wilkeason, Howard University 


This program, containing the names of the speakers, is a supplement to the original Call to the Confcrcnccl 
ismed January 3, 1940. Those organizations which have not as yet signified their intention of sending delegate I 
are urged to do so, by filling out and mailing without delay the Application for Credential printed below. I 
Discussion %vili be limited to domeMic problems related to dvil rights, miiK>rity and neighborhood rela I 
tions and to anti-democratic legislation, with special emphasis upon these problems in New York City. I 
The main purpose of the discussion in each Panel will be to determine the best and most fruitful metbodil 
of coping with the dangers threatening the civil rights and security of citizens in their neighborhoods and i ■ 
the legislative assemblies of the sute and nation, and what program of action can be developed by chureba,! 
schooh, labor unions, settlements, fraternal orders and other organizations to meet these threats. 

No resolutions will be entertained by the chairmen of the panels or of the general meetings. 

Before adjournment of the panel meetings the delegates in each panel will nominate represenutivea frw 
their respective panels for membership on the Continuations Committee, which will be empowered by the C/« 
ference to devise means of continuing the work of the ConferciKe. 

Guest tickets are available for interested individuals. The charge for these tickets is |1. 


APPLICATION FOR CREDENTIAL 

GREATER NEW YORK EMERGENCY CONFERENCE ON INALIENABLE RIGHTS 
2 West 43rd Street, Room 508, New York City PEnnsylvanU 6-5 

Name of Organization --------- 

Addren--------—-------- 


Number of memben . 


Our offxniution will cooperttc with the Greater New York Ernerfenqr Conference on InalaenabU Rifho 
through (check participation desired). 

_1. OAOANIZATIONAL 8PONSOASHIF AND FAATICIPATION. 

_2. OAOANIZATIONAL PAATiaFATION NOT INVOLVING SFONSOA8HIF. 

_3. INDIVIDUAL OB8EAVEA. 

We ahall be repreKnted by the foUowinf delegatee or obwrvert. {An afgaaicMwa nuy signify immsdisteiy ks Unt 
sponsor or porticipoie, nni later reiister the names of ks deUgotes or observers.) 


Name of Delegate or Observer 
Address-- 


Name of Delegate or Observer - 
Address 


City 


City 


Registration Fee : $1 per delegate or observer, with the exception of youth groups which will be charged SJO 

(Signed) Name 

Office ---- 

Each organization is entitled to two delegates or to two observers. 

Contributions for the support of this conference are cordially invited. 
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CbL AppsaL bip 


William L Pafferson 
William Taylor 
Louise Thompson 
Maude White 
Henry Winston 
Merrill Work 


A. W. Berry Angelo Herndon 

Williana Burroughs Harry Haywooc 

Benjamin Carreathers Timothy Holmes 

Ben Davis, Jr. * Manning Johnson 

James W. Ford Richard B. Moore 
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FOR 


PEOPLE’S CONGRESS 
DEMOCRACY AND PEACE 


I HARRY F. WARD 

I MRS. VICTOR L BERGER 
I EARL BROWDER 
MAX S. HAYES 
I ROBERT MORSS LOVETT 
I JACOB MIRSICY 
Vic0-Chmfwum 

I WILLIAM P. MANGOLD 
TrtMtmrtr 

Rap. John T. Barnortl 
Bishop Edgar F. Bloka 
I Rap. Garold J. Boilaou 
John H. Bosch 
] Richord Bosch 
I Oscor Brakka 
I j. A. Butkovich 
1 Rap. John M. Coffaa 
Robbi Samual M. Cohan 
I Howord G. CosHgon 
I Josaph Curron 
I S. H. Dolrympla 
I Prof. Jaroma Dovis 
I John P. Dovis 
Charlas D. Eglay 
I Hon. C. W. Fina 
I Francis J. Gormon 
I Chastar Grohom 
Mourih A. Holtgran 
L. O. Hortmon 
Dortold Handaraoa 
Williom W. HincUay 
Rap. Non Wood Honaymon 
Jomas H. Hubarf 
Data Kromar 

Govamor Williom Longar 
Josaph P. Loih 
David Lassar 
Rav. Donald G. Lothrop 
Prof. KirHay F. Mofhar 
Lawis MarriR 
C. Michoal Miftall 
I Gaorga Nation 
Prof. Rainhold Niabvhr 
Rap. Jarry J. O'Connall 
Andraw Omholf 
Sanotor Jamas P. Popa 
Raid Robinson 
Dr. A. L Sochor 
Rap. Byron N. Scott 
Motwall S. Stawort 
Donold Ogdan Stawort 
Edward E. Strong 
Rap. Hanry G. Taigon 
Rota Troiano 
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A. F. Whitnay 
A. Whitnay 
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AMEBICAN LEAGUE AGAINOT WAR AKD FASCISM 
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Cabla Addraaa 
Amlaog, Nav York 
Tal. AL 4-9784-5 


yov«niber 3, 1937 


priendsi 

Encloeed you will please find the Call to the People»« Congress 
for Oeraocracy and Peace» icheduled for Pittsburg, 26-28. 

For sixteen Ioim; aonthe, the youth of Spain have been en^^d 
in mortal conflict; for three months the youth of hare 

been seeldn^ to destroy the youth of China at the behes^ of 
imperial ear lords; in Afrlca» the battle between the defender 
of Ethiopia and the Fascist hordss is still in prograes, 

fo prevent similar disasters from overtaking imerica, it ii 
neoessaxy for American youth to Join in eoionon planning with 
religious representatives, trade unionists^ fanners, women and 
others for the preservation of peace and democracy. 

It is for these reasons that outstanding inerican Youth leaden 
such as Joseph Cadden, Chairman of The American Continuations 
Cofcndttde of the World Youth Congress; John Lewis, president 
of the Young Peoples Leagues, Uhl tod Synogogues of America; Jack 
XcUichael, Co-Chairman Wat»l Intercollegiate Christian Council; 
Wrs, A« H. Yixmon, Rational vice-president. Young Judea; WilTii 
Hinclday, Chairman American Youth Congress; Bose Troiano. Chali 
man Watlonal Industrial Council, Y.W.CaA.; Bobert Spivack, Secy 
International Student Service; Joseph Lash, Wxec, Secy, Aswriet 
Student ttaion and Sdward Strong, Chairman Southezui Wegro Youth 
Congress havo endorsed thio People*s Congress. 

Of special interest to the youth delegates will be a Youth 
sub-session to be held on Sunday,morning, Wov. at which the 
problems of youth as they relate to war and Fas^sm, will be 
discussed. 

We urge that you elect delegates to this Congress inznediately. 

If we stand in silent owe at the spectacle of inpendlng world 
war, doom will be our lot. If we act together pronptly. neacc 
and democracy will be maintaiaeda 

Tery sincerely yours, 

James Lemer 

_ Youth Secreianr 
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Dr. Israel Goldstein. Now York 
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Lem Harris, Minnesota 
Clarence Hathaway, New York 
Max Hayes. Ohio 
Harry Haywood, Illinois 
A. A. Heller, New York 
Donald Hend-^rson. New York 
Harold Hickerson. New York 
Helen Holmon, New York 
Rev. Wm. Lloyd Imes, New York 
Clarence Irwin. Ohio 
Manning Johnstm, New York 
Ernest Komietd, Pennsylvania 
Charles Krumbein, New York 
Corliss Lomont, ^ew York 
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Maxwell S. Stewart. New York 
Louise Thompson, New York 
George Trepper, New York 
Erich von Schroetter, Illinois 
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Dr, Harry F. Word, New Jersey 
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Horry A. Wenner, New York 
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James Wechsler, New York 
Louis* Welnstock, New York 
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It wu, M a matter of fact, throufh 
ifl unique pupil<teacher relationahip 
at our salvation came. The Pioneers 
eluded a majority of the student body 
id through the student council the rest 
old be reached. Learning became a 
operative effort. A teacher's **1 do not 
low” gradually became the signal for 
truup effort to find the answer. 

As the student organiaation pro* 
with their manifold sport and 
hural activities, and as the influence 
the improved work in the classrooms 
* felt, the problem of discipline nar- 
wed down to what to do about certain 
iividuals or small groups. The Pio* 
;ra appointed ‘*towing brigades” to 
the delinquents. They looked into 
”put*of*school” influences and home 
'Lgrounds. They sought to draw 
cm into school activities to counier- 
itnee anti-social influences outside 
school. 

If all these efforts failed the culprits 
uld be deprived of their red ties— 
Diem of Pioneer membership—for a 
abationary period. In such instances 
”unfrocking” would be held at a 
■ solemn general meeting. I can at* 
t to the importance of this penalty in 
lives of those affected and the school 
^imooity. It worked. 

^ incident still has me mystified. It 
>pened near the end of the year when 
iras still trying to lift the tempo of 
clsM to a higher heat. A disturb* 
broke my poise and I made a snap 
igment on its cause and ordered my 
tim out. He made no protest but 
lers accused me of using “capitalist” 
oipline. I regretted my hastiness im* 
iliately, of course, but for the first 
I refused to discuM a classroom 
iplaint. 

[ told them 1 thought they had 
rued that the teacher ran the class 
d that if they had criticism they were 
be made through their student or* 
iiaations—organic components of the 
looi collective. This was very close 
being “dignified.” It might be called 
reaucratic—a strong word in the 
'^R. But no one argued, and the class 
rked perfectly. I never heard another 
rd about it. 

Wmm my leg being pulled? I still' 
not know. Fourtcen*year olds are 
e that. 

t was a hard year. Accomplishments 
short of objectives on numerous 
ints. Yet compensating for pretty 
ch everything was the eagerness of 
pupils to learn. Texts, they knew, 
re not prepared over night. They 
ped us make tJie best of it. Of 
her* who worked sincerely and at 
t moderately successfully to teach 
at, they made heroes, 
our of us were given the red ties of 
Pioneers and honorary membership 
ae 'highest gift in their power to 
ke 


AN URGENT APPEAL! 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 

From coast to coast, the entire organization of the Friends of 
Hie Soviet Unioii, and its thousands of sympathizers are engaged 
in a campaign of the most intense character to combat the lies 
and slanders about the Soviet Union which the powerful Hearst 
press has launched. 

The success of our campaign to date is gratifying. We have 
won the first round! The American masses are learning to 
scorn Hearst’s fantastic tales, to repudiate his slandering, war- 
mongering attacks. 

Huge mass meetings have been held in leading cities attended 
by hundreds of thousands of workers, farmers, intellectuals, 
professionals, etc. More than 1,300.000 .newspaper size broad¬ 
sides have been distributed. Demonstrations of anger and pro¬ 
test have been held In front of the offices of Hearst papers. To 
carry on this campaign, we have received the rrx)St generous 
support of hundre<^ of people wlx) have been quick to help us 
answer Hearst by contributing with their funds. Ponies, nick¬ 
els, dimes and dollars have beWi sent in from all over the coun¬ 
try and we have received, from irKJividual dortations and contri¬ 
butions at meetings, to date, a total of 

$ 3,9 4 5.7 3 


FIGHT HEARST! FIGHT FASCISM! 
FIGHT WAR! 

As Hearst laurKhes new attacks agairut the Soviet Union, as the drive of the demofofues 
to pave th.c way for fascism here in America continues, as preparation for war intensifies, 
we must increase our own efforts to spread the truth about the Soviet Union. Our 
campaign must be made even nsore active. This is the crucial moment of the battle 
Which way will the tide turn? Only with your finarKial help can we carry out our plans. 
Rush funds today. .Anything that you can contribute towards this campaign is a mighty 
weapon in this struggla. Use coupon below. 

ANSWER THE LIES OF HEARST! 

DEFEND THE SOVIET UNION 


(SigaedI 

CerfiM Lamoet Edwie Scaver 

Herbert CeMfrank Aleiander Lav 
A. A. HeHtr loechi Friedmae 


Dr. Raeheh S. Yoeitg 
toaeph Kin 
Myra Fage 


Ted layer 

S. AhnaseH 
Robert Denn 


Hays }of 


A. A. HILLIR, Treaserar 
National Actiew Committee 
FRIINDS OF THI SOVIET UNION 
10 East lltb Street, N. Y. City 


Count me in on this fi^t! 

]. ErKlosed find $. as my firsarKial contribution. 

2. I want to do active work Send me particulars. 

Name . ^. 

Street and No. 

City or Town.State 
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HEAEINGS EE6AEDING COMMUNIST INFILTEATION OF 
MINOEITY GEOUPS-PAET 3 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1950 


United States House op Representatives, 

Subcommittee op the Committee on 

Un-American Activities, 

WashiTigtoriy D, C. 


PUBLIC HEARING 

A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 10:15 a. m., in room 226, Old House 
OflSce Building, Hon. John S. Wood (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives John S. Wood (chair¬ 
man), Francis E. Walter, John McSweeney (arriving as indicated), 
Richard M. Nixon (arriving as indicated), and Harold H. Velde 
(arriving as indicated). 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Louis J. 
Russell, senior investigator; Donald T. Appell, Courtney Owens, and 
Alvin W. Stokes, investigators; and A. S. Poore, editor. 

Mr. Wood. The committee will be in order, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, there is a witness here who 
desires to appear voluntarily before the committee this morning, and 
I would like to call him, Mr. Josh White. 

Mr. Wood. Hold up your right hand, please. You solemnly swear 
that the evidence you give this subcommittee shall be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. White. I do. 

Mr. Wood. Let the record disclose that for the purpose of this 
hearing a subcommittee has been set up by the chairman consisting 
of Mr. Walter, Mr. Velde and Mr. Wood. Mr. Walter and Mr. 
Wood are here. Mr. Velde will be here in a few minutes. 

TESTIMONY OF JOSHUA DANIEL WHITE 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your full name? 

Mr. White. Joshua Daniel White. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. White. Greenville, S. C., February 11, 1914. 

Mr. Wood. Have you any objection to photographers making 
pictures? 

Mr. White. That is quite all right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mr. White. Singer, actor, and musician. 

2835 
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Mr. Tavenner. If you will speak a little louder, please. I 
believe you specialize in singing folk songs, do you not? 

Mr. White. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in singing folk 
songs? 

Mr. White. Since I was about 7 years old. 

Mr. Wood. For the record, who is the person accompanying the 
witness? 

Mr. Stokes. Mrs. White. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you are accompanied by your wife rather 
than by counsel; is that right? 

Mr. White. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have expressed a desire to appear before the 
committee to make a statement with regard to your own activities? 

Mr. White. That i? right. 

Mr. Tavenner. And I believe you have such a statement pre¬ 
pared, have you not? 

Mr. White. I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am going to suggest that you read it to the 
committee, and if you desire to add anything to it, that you do so, 
but before doing that I want to ask you, are you now or have you 
ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. White. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. You may proceed with such statement as you 
desire to make. 

Mr. White. Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I am here, as 
you know, quite voluntarily, and I want to thank you for this oppor- 
timity to clear up some misunderstandings about myself in some 
quarters. I have prepared this statement, which I shall read with 
your permission, after which I shall gladly answer any questions 
you may wish to put. 

My conscience is clear. I intend to do some explaining for my 
own sake, and for the sake of many other entertainers who, like 
myself, have been used and exploited by people who give allegiance 
to a foreign power. 

In recent years a lot of us have been drawn by our heartstrings 
into groups fixed up to look like noble causes which were later foimd 
to be subversive. I regret, and I suspect that many artists share 
the same deep regret with me, that an effective exposure of com¬ 
munistic activities in the theatrical and musical fields had not been 
made long before now. 

Artists are not often smart about politics. We know mighty little 
about the ins and outs of movements’^ and parties. But we’re apt 
to have strong feelings and therefore an easy prey for anyone who 
appeals to our sense of justice and decency. Though it’s not pleasant 
to talk about myself in public, I feel I owe it to my family and to 
othor artists in the entertainment field to do so. 

1 have never knowingly belonged to or supported any organization 
designed to overthrow the Government of the United States. But 
I did on many occasions appear at benefits and rallies which I was 
led to believe were for worthwhile causes. I did not even suspect 
that some of them were Communist inspired. I did on some occasions 
sign petitions against lynching or poll tax or other evils. 

(Hon. Harold H. Velde entered hearing room.) 
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Mr. White (continuing). Dozens of other artists of all races and 
colors, I have no doubt, have also given their names and talent and 
time under the innocent impression that they were on the side of 
charity and equality. Let me make it clear, if I can, that I am still 
on that side. The fact that Communists are exploiting grievances 
for their own purposes does not make those grievances any less real. 

As IVe said, I am no politician. On the other hand, I do know 
what injustice and discrimination and Jim-Crowism mean. I know 
these things not as theories but as cruel facts that IVe seen and 
suffered in my own life. Against these things I have protested and 
will go on protesting, because I love my country and want to see it a 
better, more tolerant, place to live in. I^m proud of the fact that 
under our system of freedom everyone is able to speak out—or in 
my case, to sing out—against what we consider wrong and for 
what we consider right. 

I am what is called a folk singer. I was a folk singer long before I 
knew what it is called. Even when I was a boy I made up and sang 
songs of ordinary people, trying to convey their joys and sorrows, 
their grievances and their hopes. In this, I was expressing not only 
my own sentiments but the feelings of humble people generally, 
whatever their color or their names. 

A folk singer, it seems to me, is the voice and the conscience of his 
time and his audience. He tries to put into words and music what 
those around him feel. This I shall continue to do, with God’s help, 
as long as there is suffering and discrimination around me and freedom 
and equality to be won. 

But that’s not communism, even if Communists try to use us for 
their own foul ends. As I see it, it’s simple Christianity. And I say 
this as the son of a minister brought up in a religious family. I say 
this as the father of four daughters and a son whom my wife and I 
are trying to bring up as patriotic and religious Americans—which 
is to say, as decent human beings. 

I was 7 years old when I left my home in Greenville, S. C., to help 
support myself and my family. My job was to lead a blind man 
while playing the tambourine. Before I was 8 years old I knew what 
it meant to be kicked and abused. Before I was 9 years old I had 
seen two lynchings. I got to hate Jim Crow for what it did to me 
personally and because Jim Crow is an insult to God’s creatures and a 
violation of the Christian beliefs taught by my father. 

That’s how I became a folk singer. I discovered that I had some 
talent for putting together words and fitting them with tunes on my 
guitar. When I was about 16, a man from Chicago convinced my 
mother and father to let me record some songs. I recorded under the 
title “Joshua White, the Singing Christian.” My mother received 
$100 and no royalties for 28 recordings. After that I went on the 
radio. Of course, I was thrilled by the career opening up for me— 
but I was even more thrilled by the chance to tell my fellow Ameri¬ 
cans, through my songs, about the wrongs that needed righting. 

After that, I had some bad luck. I hurt my hand in an accident 
and for 5 years it remained paralyzed. Because I couldn’t play, I 
felt as if I had been struck dumb. The doctors wanted to cut off 
three fingers, but I was stubborn—just hoped and prayed for a cure, 
meanwhile doing all kinds of jobs, running an elevator, anything, to 
keep alive. Then the paralysis ended. I got a role in a play, “John 
Henry,” in which Mr. Paul Robeson had the lead. 
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I have a ^eat admiration for Mr. Robeson as an actor and great 
singer, and ii what I read in the papers is true, I feel sad over the help 
he^s been giving to people who despise America. He has a right to hi 
own opinions, but when he, or anybody, pretends to talk for a whole 
race, he^s kidding himself. His statement that the Negroes would not 
fight for their coimtry, against Soviet Russia or any other enemy, is 
both wrong and an insult; because I stand ready to fight Russia or any 
enemy of America. 

There are some Communists among Negroes, as I am told, just as 
there are among other Americans. But they don't speak for the rest 
of us, any more than white Communists speak for white Americans. 
I am told that the proportion of Negro members in the Communist 
fold is even smaller than the proportion of other races; and that says 
a lot for their common sense. 

When Communists and their kind talk about “democracy" and 
“equality," they are using double talk. They use good words in their 
own topsy-turvy way, to cover up bad intentions. But for simple 
folk who don't know the art of turning words inside out, it takes time 
to catch on. 

Anyhow, after John Henry I was pretty well laimched. I made two 
albums: the Chain Gang album by Josh White and His Carolinians 
and another by myself I called Southern Exposure. Gradually I 
began to rise in my profession. 

At that point, I suppose, my name began to have some value for 
publicity purposes, to attract a crowd and raise money. All kinds of 
invitations came to me, and when they sounded right, I was happy to 
accept. Many times, between my professional shows, I'd go to per¬ 
form where my only reward was the belief that I was helping some 
good cause. When I received invitations from men I trusted, or 
OTOups with fine-soimding titles and lists of prominent citizens on their 
letterheads, asking for my time or signature, I gladly agreed. Inside 
me I felt I was doing a little to extend the area of freedom in my native 
South and in the world generally. 

Looking back, I just wish someone had told me! Many of the 
organizations were genuine. Some others, as I learned the hard way, 
were phony, false-face political rackets, exploiting my eagerness to 
fight injustice. I didn't become aware of this, however, imtil about 
1947. 

I was in California at the time. In the newspapers I came across a 
list of committees and organizations which the Attorney General had 
just labeled “subversive." And I was horrified to learn that a number 
of them were organizations for whom I had performed in the course of 
years, without Imowing their character. 

It was an awful blow. I realized that I had been played for a 
sucker. There I was, a devoted American who had let himself be 
used. 

I discussed the situation with my manager, Mary Chase, who took 
over my affairs in 1947. She was as distressed as mj^elf. We 
decided to check on those invitations for benefits and rallies. More 
than that, we made contact with a New York newspaperman, Howard 
Rushmore, who knows a lot about the Communist rackets and could 
give us some guidance. Despite this, as I have discovered recently, I 
was again taken in or had my name used, without my permission, 
several times by the disguises. A few of them even advertised me 
without my knowing. 
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Permit me to quote from a letter I wrote to Mr. Rushmore almost 2 
years ago, when it came to my attention that I was being charged with 
Communist sympathies. After denying the absurd charge, I wrote: 

The love I have for America, the land of my birth, which has given me every 
opportunity, is far too great to permit of any other allegiance ♦ ♦ ♦ l have no 

interest in any particular party. I am solely devoted to the principle of a democ¬ 
racy like ours, that stands for the welfare of all its people regardless of race, 
creed or color. 

My one consolation, as I think back to the many nights I gave to 
concealed subversive groups, is that I never sang anything I didn^t 
believe. Often I sang the powerful song Strange Fruit, which is an 
indictment of the horror of lynching. But I always followed it with 
what I call the answer to Strange Fruit, The House I Live In or What 
Is America to Me, which expressed the other side of the story—my 
profound love for our America. 

Why shouldnT a Negro artist—and for that matter any decent 
person—raise his voice against lynching? Here’s how the song^ 
Strange Fruit goes: 

Southern trees bear a strange fruit; blood on the leaves—and blood at 
the root. 

Black bodies swinging in the southern breeze—strange fruit hanging on 
the poplar trees. 

Pastoral scene of the gallant South of the bulging eyes and the twisted 
mouth. 

Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh—and the'sudden smell of burning flesh. 

Here is a fruit for the crows to pluck for the rain to gather and for the 
wind to suck; 

For the sun to rot for the trees to drop. 

Oh, here is a strange and bitter crop. 

My records of this song have sold big. If they helped make my 
feUow Americans more aware of the evil, I am pleased. But then I 
would insist on also performing The House I Live In, which seema 
to me to express the things for which all good Americans are ready to- 
stake their lives if necessary. Here’s how it goes: 

What is America to me? 

A name, a map, a flag I see 
A certain word, democracy. 

What is America, to me? 

The house I live in—a dream—that must come true 

A land of food and shelter—^and there’s work for all to do 

The right to earn a living 

To make us really free 

Where everyone is working 

That’s America to me. 

The house I live in—^the same for black and white 

My Country right or wrong—if it’s wrong to set it right 

A land where all are equal 

The house I want to see 

Where all will have four freedoms 

That’s America to me. 

The loved ones we remember—who fought that we might live 
The nameless unsung heroes—who gave all that one could give 
Defenders of our freedoms—the women and the men 
Who love the house we live in 
But won’t come home again. 

The house I live in to cherish and to love 

To make a worthy dwelling—in the image they dream of 

A welcome on the doorstep—for everyone to see 

And a window to the future 

That’s America to me. 
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I believe that no one who sings such songs honestly, from the heart, 
can be a Communist. They Ye songs that put a high value on human 
life and on personal freedom. But the Communists donT consider 
those things important. 

Some months ago I made a concert tour in Europe. I was both 
amazed and annoyed that somehow only one of my dozens of record¬ 
ings was being circulated in those countries, namely, Strange Fruit. 
So wherever I appeared, the audiences requested me to sing it. 

But I refused, and I told my audiences why. I tried to make them 
understand that America is the best and freest country in the world. 
It is the kind of democracy that makes it possible to fight injustice 
and to achieve progress. 

ItY one thing to complain of lynching in America, where your 
listeners know that it does not detract from your loyalty and love for 
your country. It seemed to me quite another thing to complain of it 
abroad, where the listeners might think iVs the whole story. Jim 
Crow and the rest of it, we all know, are on the decline. More and 
more Americans are ashamed of it and doing something about it. In 
any case, itY our family affair, to be solved by Americans in the peace¬ 
ful, democractic American way. 

In some of those European cities I was interviewed by reporters. 
There are the clippings to show that I spoke of my pride in our coimtry, 
and denied the libel that my people would not fight and die to defend 
America. 

In the midst of all this, I got the news that I was being attacked 
back home as fronting for the Communists. Considering that I was 
doing the very opposite, that was quite a blow. So I cut short my 
tour, in order to return and expose that lie. That, Mr. Chairman, is 
how I happen to be here today. 

My entertainment for these subversive groups was innocent on my 
part, and is far in the past. I am concerned, however, for my wife 
and children. The very notion that their father and husband is 
partial to communism has come to them as quite a shock. I want to 
reassure them on this score, in the open and without question. 

About 2 years ago my boy, who was then 7 and is very gifted 
musically, gave a concert in Chicago at Orchestra Hall. Among other 
things he sang Marching Down Freedom Road, and thatY a fine, 
rousing plea for true democracy. He also sang The LordY Prayer, 
one of his favorites, which he sings often in his Sunday School. But 
some paper, believe it or not, said the child was communistic. It took 
us some time to get over that insult. 

Besides the family, I decided that I also have a duty to other folk 
singers and artists in general, especially young people just getting 
started. They face the same things I did. I want my sad experience 
to stand as a warning to them. I hope they will give themselves to 
good causes as generously as I have tried to do. But I hope also they 
will be more careful who uses them and why. My advice to them is 
plain and clear: Be sure to look under the label. 

Personally I have little to retract or regret, other than the auspices 
under which I have sometimes appeared. As long as my voice and 
spirit hold out, I shall keep on singing of the hope, joys, and griev¬ 
ances of ordinary folk. I shall stand shoulder to shoulder with those 
who are pushed around and humiliated and discriminated against, 
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no matter what their race or their creed may be. That, as I see it, 
is the least I can do for the coimtry we all cherish. 

But those who would tear down our America, those who hold a 
double allegiance, those who turn words upside down and inside out 
in support of a foreign tyranny—they're my enemies. Better 
than most people in this room I know the blemishes on our American 
civilization. I think we should all devote ourselves to removing them, 
not merely because they give aid and comfort to the Communists, 
but because they're wrong in themselves. 

I thank you. 

Mr. Wood. Any further questions, Mr. Counsel? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I believe I have no questions to ask. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Walter. You have stated that had you known that some of 
these movements that you were assisting were Communist fronts, 
you would not have participated in their activities? 

Mr. White. That is right. 

Mr. Walter. I think by that statement you have made out a 
very strong case for the enactment of the Wood bill that the House 
just passed this week, because under the provisions of that law Com¬ 
munist-front organizations will become known. 

Mr. White. I am glad. 

Mr. Walter. And the names of these organizations and who sup¬ 
ports them will become public property. 

Mr. Wood. Mr. Velde. 

Mr. Velde. No questions. 

Mr. Wood. The committee appreciates your coming before us and 
making this contribution. I hope that others who have been similarly 
imposed upon by Communist-front organizations will wake up to 
that fact. We appreciate your presence here. 

Mr. White. Thank you so much. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 
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